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A Desirable Government

O DESIRE a thing means to wish or long for

the possession and enjoyment of that thing, The

wish, or longing desire, is an inducement to
put forth much effort to obtain possession and enjoy-
ment of the thing.

Desirable means a wish fo possess and enjoy that
which is pleasing and beneficial.

A government is a body politic, governed or controlled
by duly constituted authority.

A desirable government is a hody politic directed
and controlled by constituted authority, which authority
or power is exercised in a just and righteous manner,
hringing the greatest amount of good and blessing to
all the people.

The three fundamental blessings that man hag long
wished for and diligently sought after are: Life, liberty
and happiness. That these fundamentals might be pos-
gessed and enjoyed, man has attempted many forms of
government. He has made some progress; but mow,
after many centuries of effort, the wisest men of the
world freely say that civilization in its present form is
gravely threatened with complete destruction.

The World’s Outlook by Foremost Statesmen

T\ “ormer days a man who magnified the evil condi-
ticns, or =poke of the Jmpotency of government, was
designated as a radical pessimist. Not so at the present
time, Surely no one today can justly say that Lloyd

teorge, Woodrow Wilson, Ramsay MacDonald, Doctor
Brailsford, and like men are radical pe531m1sts These
men are considered by the world as their foremost
ctatesmen, Here is what some of them say concerning

present conditions:
3



4 A Desirable Government

“A pew chapter opens in the history of Europe and the
world, with a climax of horvor such as mankind has never
vet witnessed.—Lloyd George.

“hhere is no settlement in HWurope, There is no peace in
Burope. Governments can do nothing. They are afraid to
do anything and they stand by and allow things to go from
bad to worse'-—Ramsny MacDonald, M. P,

“Afrplanes, polson gas and hatred mixed together are
gpelling the doom of clvilization, America is preparing for
war on a scale 80 cologsal that it has no parallel in the
history of the world, Our clyvilization will perigh unfess we
strive for international peace’—Irederick J. Libby.

a1 am afraid that unless something interyenes there may
be in the world again a catagtrophe, but not like the last
one. The next war may well destroy civilization unless
something or somebody does something''—Lloyd George.

Civilization Called Pagan, Fool's Paradise

“Before the war people oflen supposed that ours was a
Chivistlan culture. The war has revealed us to ourselyes.
Givilization is pagan,—Dr. Bernard 1, Bell.

“We have come to the crossronds and no one kuows the
way oul."—H. G. Wells,

“Phe future is very durk. We have reached the twilight
of civilization.'=—Dr, H, L. Brailsford.

“No man unless he 1s drunk with optimism can deny that
the world is very sick, aud it muy be a sickness unto
death'—8ir Philip Gibhs.

“T think It is coptain that 1 there be another such war
civilization will never recover from it."—Viscount Grey.

“We are living in a kind of fool's paradise. Under the
slogan of preparedness the militarists everywhere are again
precipitating n deluge of war.'—¥Fred B, Smith.

“The next wir will lnst but o few days. I mean it liter-
ally. And in thosge few dnys, with the air and gas attacks
which have been planned by headquarters’ staffs, London
and Paris will be wiped out in a night”’—W. L. Warden,
of the London Mail,
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Discussing the world’s distressed condition, President
Wilson said:

“These are days of great perplexity, when a great cloud

»hangs over the world, It seems as if great blind material

forces had been released which had for long been held in
leash and restraint,”

Government Failure—A Malady

There is not a government on earth today that satis-
fies any reasonable proportion of the world. Many of
the nations are ruled by dictators. The whole world is
practically bankrupt. Leading men of the world have
advanced various schemes or methods for governmental
reform. But these all haye proven abortive.

The great commercial interests of the world have
made their attempt fo stabilize civilization, and admit
{ailure,

The statesmen and politicians have held a number of
world conferences at which attempts hayve heen made to
reform governments. All of those haye failed. The
Lieague of Nations was hailed as the salvation of the
peoples of earth, but now it is not seriously considered
by many people that the League can accomplish the
desired end.

Collapse of Church Federation

The denominational churches haye taken their turn.
The Interchurch World Movement, composed of the
combined d:nominations of the world, incorporated,
formed a splendid organization apparently, then called
apon the people to contribute to them $336,547,724.26
with which to convert the world. The only thing that
the movement succeeded in doing was collecting a lot:
of money from the people. It has now applied to the
court for dissolution. It admits absolute failure.

To those who think does it not appeal that man has
reached his extremity in an attempt to huild a desirable
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government? Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.
God’s way is certain to succeed in his own due time.
Through hig prophet God said: “For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your yays, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” “So
shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void; but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto T gent it.”—Isaiah 506:9, 11,

What Hope for the World?

Tor a number of years a few Christian people on
earth, without regard to denominational creeds, have
been bending every possible effort to instruct the people
as to what the Bible has to say concerning the cause of
the world’s distress and the remedy. During the most
of that time only a few people heard, the masses being
Hindered by a class of men who call themselves preach-
ers; clergymen, doctors of divinity, priests, ete., claiming
1o be teachers of the Word of God and yet turning the
minds of the people away from it. Now the world is
hecoming wise concerning them: and since man has
reached hia extremity, great numbers of the people are
giving heed to the teachings of the Bible, and the Bible
Students ave furnighing them with much helpful litera-
ture to nnderstand the Word of God. Reasonable men
smc’i women are now beginning to appreciate the fact
that only Svrmnwn Pownk can saye the world from
complete collapse, The very purpose of this little book
and of like literature published by the INTERNATIONAL
Brat STUDENTS ASSOCIATION is to aid the people in
4 course of gelf-instruction concerning the divine plan
for the establishment of a desirable government.

The reader is respectfully invited to consider care-
fully the points herein made and to prove these by
reading them in connection with the Scriptural texts
cited, to be found in your own Bible. The Scriptures
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were given for man’s instruction. The time is now due
for them to be understood. The Bible read now, in the
light of prophecy that is daily being fulfilled, proves
that it is the Word of God and that Jehovah has a
complete and adequate remedy for all the ills of human-
kind, To prove that he purposed to establish in his own
due time a government of righteousness that will bless
the people, he said through his prophet: “For unto us
a child is horn, unto us a son is given, and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and hiz name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the in-
crease of his government and peace there shall be no
end.”—Isaiah 9: 6, 7.

Essentials to Good Government

The primary essentials to a good government' are
honesty and an unselfish desire on the part of the goy-
erning power to do the greatest amount of good to the
governed, and then the possession of the ability to pub
that desire into operation justly and without partiality.

It is admitted that selfishness now is the predominant
motive that induces men to action. Then yon will sug-
gest that the only way to have an ideal government, one
which meets man’s desire, is to have a governing power
that is perfect. This is conceded. The argument that
follows herein will be conclusive to everyone who reads
and helieves the Scriptures, that God has made provision
to establish a perfect government that will meet all the
desires and requirements of mankind. Why it has not
heen done sooner, why we should expect it to he done af
all, when and how it is to be accomplished can be
understood only by briefly reviewing the history of man
and showing the reason why the world has now reached
a crisis. This proof iz not based upon the wisdom of
man, but is based upon the Word of the Great Supzeme
Being and is therefore conclusive,



The Original Man

Concerning the first man the Bible says: “So God
created man in his own image . . . and God said unto
them, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”
(Genesis 1:27,R28) “And the Lord God planted a
garden eastward in Bden; and there he put the man
whom he had formed.” (Genesis 2:8) Being in the
image of Glod, the man was perfect. All the works of
God are perfect. (Deuteronomy 32:4) The first man
was given dominion over all the things of the earth,
with power to people it with a perfect race and to govern
that race in a desirable manner.—Genesis 1:28.

Why Man Failed

Jehovah justly required of man cnmploto obedience to
his law, that he might thereby proyve man’s righteonsness
and loyalty. (Genesis 2: 16, 17} Tauecifer, an angelic
being of great power, was in Kden, the Garden of God.
(Hzekiel 28:13) e learned that man had been granted
power and authority to fill the earth and establish a
government. Ambition seized hold npon him, and he
said: “I will be like the Most High.” (Isaiah 14:12-14)
He get about to have a dominion of his own; and to
aceomplish this he resorted to fraud and deceit that he
might alienate man Irom God and then have rule over
him. He uged the gerpent in Hden through which to
speak, and by this moeans deceived BHve, He stated in
- substance to Eve that God was trying to withhold from
her and Adam knowledge to which they were justly
entitled, and that if they would eat of the forbidden
fruit they would be as wise as God. Eve violated God’s
law. (Genesis 8:1-6) Adam deliberately committed
suicide, Seeing that he was fo be separated from Hve
by her death he preferred to go with her. He was not

8
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The Original Man 9

deceived. He. wilfully violated the law. (1 Timothy
2:14) Consistent with his fixed law Jehovah sentenced
man to death and expelled him from Eden. This judg-
ment is fully set forth in Genesis 3: 17-24.

By this judgment man lost hig perfection, lost hig
right to life, to peace and happiness. He went forih
into an unfinighed earth to battle with fthe elements,
God enforced his judgment by causing Adam to feed
upon imperfect food; and the death process continued
for 930 vears, at the end of which time Adam was com-
pletely dead. After he had left Eden, all of his children
were born, The parents heing under the sentence of
death and dying, necessarily their children would he
born imperfect. Hence we read the words of the Prophet,
which apply to all men: “Behold, T was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.”
(Psalm 51:5) FEvery human being has been bom im-
perfect; therefore all are simners—Romans 5: 12.

Jehovah’s Promise

Years passed; and the number of Adam’s offspring
increased. Some among them had the desive for a just
and righteous government, while others went from bad
to worse. Then God made a promise to Abraham thaf
he would bless him and his seed: “And in thee shall
all families of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12; 1-3)
To reassure man that this promise wonld be carried out,
(God bhound it with his oath. (Genesis 22:14-18) Jeho-
vah always keeps his promises. He said: “For I am
the Liord, I change not.”” (Malachi 3: 6) “I have spaken
it, I will bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will
also do it.”"—Isaiah 46:11.

God does everything in his own due time. When we
consider that a day with him is as a thousand years
with us (2 Peter 3:8), and that it has heen less than
7,000 years since man was sentenced to death, the time
of carrying out God’'s promise is not long, In the exer-
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cise of his perfect wisdom, as now disclosed to man
through his Word, God has permitted millions of people
to be brought into the world, permitted them to learn
lessons by experience concerning the baneful effects of
sin and while this has heen in progress Jehovah has

gradually and majestically developed his plans and pur-*

poses to establish a desirable goyernment through which
to bless all the families of the earth.

A Model Government

Jehovah organized Israel into a mation and gave
through that nation a code of perfect laws. He prom-
ised them that if they would obey his law they should
be unto him a peculiar treasure ahove all other people,
and that if they would keep his commandments they
should have life everlasting ; and with that, of course,
would go thriy and happiness.—Iixodus 19: 5, 6; Le-
viticus 18:

The promlce to Abraham was that in hig seed all the
nations should be blessed. (Genesis 18: 18) This prom-
ige later was limited to the tribe of Judah, desecendants
of Abraham. God made it certain that from this tribe
should come a great ruler. “The sceptre shall not depart
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between hig feef, until
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the
people be.” (Genesis 49: 10) Only the ruler can hold
the sceptre; therefore the seeptre is a symbol of the
right to rule or of legal title to the power.

Shiloh is one of the names applied to Christ, the
Messiah ; and here was a positive promise that the one
who wounld have the right fo rule would come through
the house of Judah. David was of that tribe; and when
he became king of Tsrael, the people thought that he
was to be the promised ruler. Tis name means beloved ;
and he was a type of Christ, the beloved Son of God.
He pictured the development of the royal line. David
was sueceeded by his son Solomon, the wisest of all men,

= e T e R



The Original Man 11

whose reign wag marked by great wealth, peace and
wisdom. Solomon pictured the Messiah and his glorious
reign. Otherwise stated, Jehovah here was using Solo-
mon to foreshadow the real kingdom through which the
blessings of man should come.

Terael did not keep the Law, hence could not receive
the hlessings promised. The reason why Israel did not
keep the Law was hecause of the imperfection of man.
Of course, God knew that they could not keep it. His
purpose in giving the Law was to show the stiffnecked
Jews that they conld not of themselves establish a per-
fect government ; that they needed a perfect Mediator,
who must first be their Redeemer and then their King.
For this reason St. Paul states that one of the purposes
of the law covenant was to serve as a schoolmaster to
lead the Jews to Christ—Galatians 3: 24,

Jews’ Rule of Earth a Failure

Israel repeatedly violated the covenant with God.
Under the reign of Zedekiah God permitted Israel to
be overthrown. To that nation he said: “Remove the
diadem, and take off the erown: this shall not be the
game: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high.
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it: and it shall be
no more, until he come whese right it is; and I will
give it him.” (Ezekiel 21: 26,27) Until the coming of
God’s appointed king no one could rule the earth with a,
sightful title, nor in righteousness.

Gentile Rule Began 606 B.C.

The overthrow of Zedekiah oceurred in the year 606
B. 0. From that time forward God permitted the Gen-
tiles of the earth to put forth their best eficits to estab-
lish a desivable government. The first world power was
organized under Nebuchadnezzar. Tt tell at the hands
of the Medes and Persians; then followed the Greek,



12 A Desirable Government

and then the Roman empire. All of these have failed, as
is now admitted, to establish a desirable government.

When Jesus came to the Jews, some accepted him as
the great Messiah. When he entered Jerusalem and
offered himself as king his followers thought that he had
come then to establish his kingdom that would bless all
the families of the earth. When he was crucified, they
were greatly disappointed, and were in sorrow and in
distress. Even his disciples said: “But we trusted that
it -had been he which should have redeemed Israel”
(Liuke 24:21) Jesus was resurrected and, forty days
thereafter, ascended into heaven. Ten days later, known
as Pentecost, God reyealed to the apostles, through his
spirit, the purpose of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

The manner of establishing peace on earth and good
will to men had to this time been kept a secret. Then
the apostles learned that before the desived blessings
could come Jesus must provide the great ransom sacri-
fice. To understand in some degree the great ransom
sacrifice is essential to-seeing how a desirable govern-
ment can be established and bring blessings to the
people. Briefly here we consider this pivotal point in
the divine plan.

Redemption

Adam, sentenced to death, and all of his offspring
heing born imperfect, could have no everlasting right to
life, because of imperfection. No matter how good the
government, the desired blessings could not cume with-
out redemption.

Adam was justly sentenced to death and must die.
His offspring inherited the result of this sentence; and
being born imperfect, they could never have the right
to live. From SCRIPTURE STUDIES, Volume V, “The
At-one-ment between God and Man,” p. 421, we quote:

“Unless the divine gentence or ‘curse’ could be lifted
from mankind, it would stand as a perpetual embargo,
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to hinder man's recovery or restitution to divine favor,
fellowship and everlasting life.”

Since perfect man was sentenced to death, the only
ossible way for man to be relieved of that disability

wonld be the voluntary death of another perfect man.
All of Adam’s race being impertfect, there was no man
that could redeem his brother nor give to God a ransom
for him. (Psalm 49:7) Ranszom iz defined thus: “A
price in offset, or a price to correspond.”’—SCRIPTURE
Stupres, Volume V, "‘Thn At-one-ment hetween God
and Ma,n 7 page 428,

God plainly pmmlsed to redeem man from death, and
ransom him from the power of the grave, and dostroy
death and destroy the grave. (Hosea 13:14) In his
own due time, to carry out this promise he sent his Son
Jesus, whose life was transferred from the spirit to the
human plane. He was begotten, not by man, but by the
power of Jehovah. (Matthew 1:20) Hence when Jesus
was born he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate
from sinners. . (Hebrews 7:26) He was born a man,
born fesh and blood in ovder that he might hecome a
ransom for man; and by the grace of God he tasted
death for all men. (Hebrews 2:9-14) The love of Gaod
provided this ransom sacrifice in order that man might
live. The Scripture states: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only hegotten Son, that whoso-,
ever helieveth in him should not perish, but have evers
lasting life.” (John 3:16) Furthermore, Jesus said
that he came to aive Lis life a ransom for many.—
Matthew 20: 28.

The Atonement
That which man has desived anove sverything slse
life.. He will sacrifice anytbing that he may prolmw
life even for a short season. Without life man would he
worth nothing to himself or anyome else. Jesus said
that he came that the people might have life and have
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it more abundantly. (John 10:10) His death and:
regurrection provided a perfect corresponding price for
Adam. Adam, a perfect man, sinned and was sentenced
to death. Jesus, a perfect man, voluntarily went into
death. God raised him up out of death a divine being.
Then Jesus said: “Behold, T am alive for evermore.”
—Revelation 1:18.

Jesug’ resurrection from the dead and his ascension
on high enabled him to present to divine justice the
price of a perfect human life, which divine justice could
accept and does accept as a vicarious atonement for
man, who had sinmed. The purpose of this is to open
the way to restore man to that condition which he
enjoyed prior to sinning; and this condition of restora-
tion is essential that man may enjoy life, liberty and
happiness and a perfect government. Therefore says the
Apostle: “God . . . will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.” (1 Timothy 2:4-6) His
death and resurrection are a guarantee that all men shall
have one opportunity for life. God has appointed a day,
or time certain, in which this opportunity shall be
granted to everyone.—Acts 17: 31.

It i impossible here to go fully into the philosophy
of the great vansom sacrifice. We merely state the gen-
eral principle and the necessity for it. The subject is
discussed in detail and we have great pleasure in refer-
ring the reader to STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, Volume
V, “The At-one-ment between God and Man.”



The First Advent

The first coming of the Lord Jesus was to provide
the ransom or redemptive price. Before he ascended to
heaven he stated to his disciples that he would come
again.—John 14:1-3.

Our Lord’s second ecoming iz for the purpese of re-
ceiving his faithful followers unto himself and for the
establishment of a universal kingdom, which will consti-
tute a desivable government and bring the hlessings
which God promised to Abraham.

During. the period of time elapsing between the first
and second coming the Lord has heen employed in
selecting from amongst men those who shall be asso-
ciated with Christ Jesus as members of his hody and
as his bride, the church. The word “church” does not
mean a denominational church, but it does mean a
selected and separated class who willingly devote their
lives to the Lord and who, continuing thus faithfully
devoted to him unto death, have the promise of receiving
the crown of life, or the divine nature.—Revelation 2:10.

Who Are Immortal?

This royal or reigning family, together with the Head,
Christ Jesus, is designated in the Bible as the “new cre-
ation,” which new creation will possess the same nature
as that possessed by Jehovah, namely, the divine nature.

SEUDIES 1IN THE SCRIPTURES, Volume VI, “The New
Creation,” contains a full and complete discussion of
all the Bible texts dealing with the new creation, show-
ing that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of this new
creation ; that his body members arve selected during the
(Gospel age, not hefore, and none thereatter; that the
manner of their selection is ag follows: Faith in the

15
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Liord Jesus Christ as the great Redeemer and a full
and complete consecration to do God’s holy will ; justifi-
cation by faith; begetting by the holy spirit; ancinting
or designation to membership in the royal family, and
thereafter faithfulness to their covenant even unto death.
Concerning these St. John says: “It doth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him: for we shall see him as he
i8.” (1 John 3:2,3) To these faithful ones the Lord
said: “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” (Luke 12:32) The promise is that thege
shall Tive and reign with Christ.—Revelation 20: 6.

Satan’s Government Falling

From time immemorial Satan, the evil one, has con-
trolled the minds of the rulers of earth and of almost
all of the people. Israel was the only nation on earth
not always under his control. In the course of time
Satan overreached that nation; and with the fall of
Zedekiah, Israel’s last king, Satan became the invisible
ruler or god of the whole world. (2 Corinthians 4:4)
He has exercised his power oyer men for evil and
against men’s real interest. He usnrped the power of
control over the Gentile governments; and God did not
interfere becanse it was, and is, Jehovah’s purpose that
man shounld follow his own devices and thus gain les-
sons by experience that he could not learn otherwige.
Man, naturally depraved, moved largely by selfish de-
sires and influences, overreached and controlled in a
large measure by the invisible evil one, the devil, has
been unable to establish a desirable government. Hvery
effort on the part of good men to establish a righteous
government has failed because of the evil influences of
Satan and the imperfection of man,

During all these centuries, while men have desived a
perfect government, the peoples have groaned and trav-
ailed in anguish, hoping, praying and watching for a
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better time to come, not knowing how mnor when that
time would come. God in his own good time performs
hig sovereign will. God’s due time has now conie for the
people to know the truth. TIf it iz God’s due time for
men to understend, we are certain that all will under-
stand who diligently seek to know. But how may we
know that we have reached God’s due time to make
Imown his purpose to bless the human race? The
answer to this question is of great importance, amd
here we attempt to give it according to the Bible,

Since Satan is the invisible ruler of the old world and
holds the title by usurpation of that world or order of
things, and since the right to rule is in another, then it
follows that, when the due time comes for the rightful
ruler to take unto himself his power and reign, Satan’s
government must fall and hiz power come to an end.
It follows, furthermore, that this would mark the end
of the old world, or the end of the Gentile times and
the beginning of the nmew world. Hence the fall of
Satan’s government, the second coming of our Lord,
the end of Gentile times, the end of the old world, and
the beginning of the new world are so closely connected
that the proof concerning one is also proof concerning
the other.



New World Beginning

By the term “world” as used here and in the Serip-
tures is meant the social and political order existing on
the earth. The earth itself will never perish nor end,
bhut being created for man will abide forever. (Isaiah
45:18; Heclesiastés 1:4) God’s plan, with reference
to man, embraces three great epochs of time which are
designated in the Secriptures as “the world that was,”
“the present evil world,” and “the world to come,
wherein dwelleth righteousness’” From SORIPTURE
Srovies, Volume I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,”
pages 66, 67, we quote:

“These three great epochs represent three distinet
manifestations of divine providence. The first, from the
creation of man to the flood, was under the ministration
of angels, and is called by Peter ‘THE WORLD THAT
Wwas.'—2 Peter 3:6.

“The second great epoch, from the flood to the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God, is under the limited
control of Satan, ‘the prince of this world,” and is there-
fore called ‘THIS PRESENT RVIL WoORLD.—Galatians 1:4;

2 Peter 3: 7. i

“TThe third is to be a ‘world without end’ (Isaiah
45:17), under divine administration, the kingdom of
God, and is called ‘THE WORLD TO coME, wherein dwell-
eth righteonsness.’—Hebrews 2:5; 2 Peter 3:13.

“The first of these periods, or ‘worlds,’ under the
ministration of angels, was a failure, The second, under
the rule of Satan, the usurper, has heen indeed an ‘evil
sworld,! But the third will be an era of righteousness
and of blessing to all the families of the earth,”

The Scriptures vefer to the closing events of the
second world as “the time of the end.” This does not
mean the end of time; for time will never end. It
means a time or period during which the old world or
order of things will begin to pass away and its disinte-

18
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gration continue until it is completely gone. The pass-
ing out of the old world would mean the incoming of
the new order. The prophet Daniel had a vision of the
great universal empires and of the passing away finally
of the last one and of the incoming of the new govern-
ment. He asked the meaning thereof; and God said fo
him: “Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed
up ‘and sealed @i the time of the end. . . . [Then]
the wise shall understand.” (Daniel 12:9,10) The
word “wise” here means a man who applies his mind to
acquire a knowledge concerning God’s plans and pur-
poses. The Lord then caused Daniel to write concerning
certain events that would be apparent to everyone during
the time of the end. He said: “But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words and seal the hook, even to the time
of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge

shall be increased.”—Daniel 12: 4.

The period embracing the “time of the end” begins,
aceording to Bible chronology and prophecy, in the year
1799 A. D. This matter is dealt with in detail in “The
Harp of God” and Volumes IT and IIT of STUDIES 1IN
THE SCORIPTURES. From “The Harp of God,” paragraph
400, we quote:

“There are two important dates here that we must
not confuse, but clearly differentiate, namely, the begin-
ning of ‘the time of the end’ and of ‘the presence of
the Lord.” ‘The time of the end’ embraces a period from
A.D. 1799, as above indicated, to the time of the com-
plete overthrow of Satan’s empire and the establish-

. ment of the kingdom of Messiah, The time of the
Lord’s second presence dates from 1874, as above stated.
The latter period is within the first named, of course,
and at the latter part of the period known as ‘the
time of the end’.”

“Daniel traces the world’s history by its most notable
characters, from the kingdom of Persia down to the
overthrow of the Papal dominion. Though covering the
long period of 2,400 years, it accomplishes its purpose
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of clearly murking the very year of the beginning of
the time of thé end—1799."—STUDIES IN THE SCRIP-
TCRES, Volume III, “Thy Kingdom Come,” pages 4T, 48,

We should expect to find shortly after 1799 the begin
ning of the fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecy by the in
crease of knowledge and by much running to and fr
It is interesting here to vefer briefly to the world’s hi
tory on these points. From “The Harp of God,” par
graphs 408 to 409, we quote as follows:

%A short time thereafter the first Bible socleties that
ever existed were organized, The British and Foreign
Bible Sociéty was established in 1803; the New York
RBible Society in 1804 ; the Berlin-Prussian Bible Society
in 1805; the Philadelphia Bible Society in 1808; and
the American Bible Society in 1817. The Bible was
translated and published in many different languages
and sold at such low prices that the poor could have
access to it, and within a short time millions of Bibles
were in the hands of the people. The Papal system
denounced these Bible societies ds ‘pestiferous Bible
societies.’ The time had come, however, for an increase
of knowledge and the Lord was fulfilliug his promise
by putting it within the reach of those who were hungry
for truth. The people began to learn that God is no
respecter of persons; that kings and popes, priests and
the common people alike must all render their account
to the Lord and not to man.

“From that time forward there has been a great
corregponding increase of knowledge in all the sciences;
and in fact, in all lines of learning, The common schiool,
always opposed by the Papacy, has afforded a means of
general education and increase of knowledge for people
in all walks of life. Colleges and universities have
sprung up throughout the world. With the increase of
knowledge on varioug lines have come the numerous
inventions that man now has, time and labor-saving
machines, ete,

“Before 1799 the means of transportation were such
that a man could travel only a short distance in a day.
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e must go either by a vehicle drawn by horses or
oxen, or afoot; and when he would cross the sea he
must go on a sailboat that made little progress. In 1831
the first locomotive steam engine was invented. Such
wonderful progress has been made in this regard that
now one can travel through almost any part of the
earth at a rapid rate upon a railway train, Later came
the electric engines and electric motor cars and gas
engines; and now there is a ftremendous amount of
trayel in every part of the earth. It is no uncommon
thing for one to travel at the rate of 75 and 100 miles
per hour; and particularly is this trne by means of a
flying machine, which is a very modern invention.

“God’s prophet designates this same time as ‘the day
of God’s preparation.’ In Nahum 2:1-6 the Prophet
records his vision of a railway train traveling at a high
rate of speed, as another evidence of the day of prepari-
tion for the establishment of Christ’s kingdom.

“In 1844 the telegraph was invented, and later the ‘

telephone. These instruments were first used with wires
and by electricity messages were conveyed throughout
fhe earth; but now by later invention wires are dis-
pensed with and messages are flashed through the air
by the use of instruments all over the earth,

“This great increase of knowledge and the tremen-
dous running to and fro of the people in various parfs
of the earth is without question a fulfilment of the
prophecy testifying as to ‘the time of the end.’ These
physical facts cannot be disputed and are sufficient to
convince any reasonable mind that we have heen in
fthe time of the end’ since 1799,

“The latter part of ‘the time of the end’ Jesus desig-
nated as a time of harvest; for he declared: ‘The
harvest is the end of the world [age].! He stated that
he would be present at that time. From 1874 forward
is the latter part of the period of the ‘time of the end.’
From 1874 is the time of the Lord’s second presence as
above stated. The apostie Paul, enumerating many
things done concerning Israel, states that ‘they are
written for our admonifion upon whom the ends of the
world [age] are come.” (1Corinthians 10:11) Tt must
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Dbe presumed, then, that these things would be under-
stood at ‘the time of the end.”

The disciples of Jesus, the Great Teacher, were famil-
iar with the words of the Prophet; for the Law required
all Israelites to study the Scriptures. Jesus had told
them much about prophecy and had instructed them
that the world would come to an end, that Satan would
be overthrown, and that the Lord would refurn and seb
up his kingdom. Jesus laid great emphasis upon the
niew government which was coming, and which the dis-
ciples understood would come when the old world ended.
For this reason his disciples propounded to Jesus this
pointed question: “Tell us, when shall these things be?
and what shall be the sign [proof] of thy presence, and
of the end of the world ?’—Matthew 24 : 3.

Suppose Jesus had answered them by telling them
that they would make a long journey; that when they
reached the end of their way, they would know it by a
sign board upon which would be written certain things
that he then repeated to them. Then suppose that, fol-
lowing his instructions, they made the journey and
found the sign board as he had pointed out. The only
reasonable conclusion would be that they had reached
the time mentioned by him. Jesus did practically this
thing. He told them that no man knew the day or the
hour; but then he set forth events that would transpire
at the end of the world and at the time of his presence:

“For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom : and there shall be famines, and pesti-
lences, and earthquakes [symbolical of revolutions] in
divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.”

These things began to transpire on the first of August,
1914, when the first gun of the World War was fired.
That war involved practically all of Christendom. The
world has never yet recovered from it, but has gradually
grown worse, Then quickly followed the worst famine
the world has ever known, during which millions of



New World Beginning 2

people starved to death in Russia, China, Germany, and
other parts of the world. The war was followed by a
pestilence known as Spanish influenza, from which more
people died in twelve months than died during the war
in four years. Since the beginning of the World War
there have been more terrible earthquakes than at any
other period of the world’s history. Within the same
period has been the great revolution in Russia, Ger-
many, Austria, and other European countries. Jesus
said in substance: ‘These things will mark the begin-
ning of sorrows upon the world during “the time of the
end,” during the time of my presence, and will particu-
“larly mark the end of the world, or the Gentile times,
and the beginning of the fall of Satan’s government,’

End of Gentile Rule

Was there reason for students of the Bible to expect
these troubles to begin in 19147 There were many rea-
sons. The last king of Israel wag overthrown in B. (.
606. There began the Gentile times. There it was that
Satan became the god of the whole world, The Loxd,
through his prophets, clearly indicated that the Gentile
dominion would not be interrupted by him for a period
of R,520 years, at the end of which time it would termi-
nate. This period of time mnecessarily would expire in
1914, August 1, to be exact. The end of the Gentile
times and the end of the world would necessarily mark
the time for the beginning of the new world. Tt would
mark the time when he whose right it is to reign should
take the power and authority to reign. (Hzekiel 21: 25,
6) Confirming this view, and speaking of the same
time, the Revelator says: “We give thee thanks, O Lord
God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come;
hecause thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and
hast reigned. And fhe nations were angry, and thy
wrath is come.”—Revelation 11: 17, 18,

1914 marked the heginning of God’s wrath upon the
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nations of earth, composing Satan’s government, and
marked the beginning of sorrows upon these nations, as
stated by Jesus, This must continue until a great
climax is reached, resulting in the overthrow of Satan’s
power and the complete establishment of the new goy-
ernment. These things are now in progress.

Modernist and Fundamentalist

Ag a further proof that we are at the end of the old
and the beginning of a new world, Jesus said that there
would be a great falling away from the faith by those
who pretend to be Christians, He stated: “When the
Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”
(Luke 18:8) Corroborative of this the Apostle says:
“Thig know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despis-
ers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from
such turn away.”—2 Timothy 3: 1-5.

How aptly this deseribes the present condition in the
ecclesiastical world! Clergymen, who pretend to be
Christiang, having a form of godliness, now deny the
inspiration of the Seriptures, deny the creation of man
ag perfect and substitute evolution instead, deny his fall
and therefore deny the blood of Jesus that purchased
mankind. They call themselves Modernists. They have
turned away from the faith once delivered fo the saints,
a8 the Scriptures foretold it would be at this time.
(2 Peter 3:3,4) The necessity becomes greater, there-
fore, for the people to look well to individual study of
the Bible; and the very purpose of this and kindred
publications is to aid the people, with little or no ex-
pense, in acquiring a knowledge of the divine plans,

-
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As further evidence of what should be expected al
the end of the old world and the beginning of the new
order Jesus said that there would be “upon the earth
distrese of nations, with perplexity; the sea [symbolical
of restless humanity] and the waves roaring; men’s
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after thoge
thinge which are coming on the earth: for the powers
of heaven shall be shaken”” (Luke 21:25,26) This
describes the conditions existing amongst the nations,

Furthernmore, Jesus states that at this time “thig
gospel [good mews] of the kingdom [the new and
desirable government] shall be preached in all the world
for a witness nnto all nations: and then shall the end
come.” (Matthew 24:14) This is now being done by
Bible Students, wha are heralding the message from the
public platform in every part of Christendom, publish-
ing the message in many languages and at a price within
the reach of everybody, proclaiming it by wireless and
by every other known means. The Bible Students are
not: seeking membership, not asking any one fo join any
organization, not soliciting money from anybody, but are
merely trying to inform the people as to the cause of
earth’s present distress and of a better time just at hand.
We submit that it is within the bounds of propriety and
modesty to ask the people now to give heed to what the
INTERNATIONAT BIBLE STUDENTS are saying,

The clergy have scoffed and still scoff, but the people.
are now acquainted with the insincerity of the cleray.
They are also aware of the fact that all remedies offerad
by the clergy, statesmen, politicians, and financiers for the
reform of the present forms of government are failures.
Now we call upon the people to give heed to what the
Word of God has to say concerning the matter. With
modesty we ask them to read the Srtupiss Iy THE
SorrpruRes and “The Harp of God” in connection with
their Bible and to prove to themselves that we ar:
standing at the portals of the golden age. This will
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cnable those who are in despair to have hope. Jesus
purposed that Christians should especially be hopeful
now when he said to them: “When these things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads;
for your redemption draweth nigh.”—ILuke 21:28.

The climax in the present order of things is described
by our Lord as a terrible trouble such as the world has
never known. He says: “For then shall be great tribu-
lation, such as was not since the beginning of the world
to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those
days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:
but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.”
(Matthew 24:21,22) God’s prophet corroborates this:
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great
prince which standeth for the children of thy people;
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a nation even to that same time; and
at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that
ghall be found written in the book.”—Daniel 12: 1.

Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. The severest
trouble will awaken the mations to the necessity of
turning to the Lord to realize their great desire. The
Prophet descrihes it thus: “They reel to and fro, and
stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits’ end.
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he
bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the
storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then
are they glad because they he quiet; so he hringeth
them unto their desired haven.” (Psalm 107:27-30)
Confirming this, God through his prophet says: “And
I will chake all nations, and the desire of all nations
shall come.” (Haggai 2:7) Surely no one will attempt
to gainsay the fact that the nations now are being
shaken; and this shaking will continue until the com-
plete downfall of the present unrighteous systems, and
the establishment of the new and righteous government.
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Satan, while exercising his power, has been invisible
to man. The promise of the Lord is that the deyil shall
be hound that he may deceive the nations no more. Then
shall follow the reign of Christ. (Revelation 20:1-4)
The Revelator then deseribes the new government in
this beautiful symbolical phrase: “And I saw a new
heaven [invisible ruling power] and a new earth [new
order of things on the earth] : for the first heaven and
the first earth [the old order] were passed away; and
there was no more sea [restless; anarchistic humanity].
And I John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem [the
new organized government], coming down [proceeding |
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God.”—Revelation 21:1-3.

Referring to the closing days of the kingdoms under
the rule of Satan, the Prophet says: “And in the days
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not he left to other people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever.’—Daniel 2: 44.

The new government invisible (that iz to say, the
ruling or governing factors invisible to man) is com-
posed of Christ Jesus, the great King of kings and
Lord of lords, and those faithful followers of his who
are overcomers and whom he grants to sit with him on
his throne. To such he promised, saying, “To him that
overcometh will T grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my

>
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Father in his throne.” These shall have power over the
nations and rule them.—Revelation 2: 26,273 3: 21.

Visible Representatives

As Satan at all times has had his visible repregenta-
tives on the earth acting in the ecapacity of ruling or
governing factors, even so Christ the Messiah will have
his vigible representatives on the earth acting in the
capacity of ruling or governing factors. St. Paul men-
tions a long list of faithful men, from Abel to John the
Baptist (Hebrews 11:1-39), who were loyal to God and
to his canse of righteousness, all of whom died hefore the
ransom sacrifice was given, hence whose position in the
kingdom will not be heavenly but earthly. The Apostle
says that these faithful men of old died, not having
received the promise, and their perfection canmot be
accomplished until the Messianic class is complete. (He-
brews 11: 39, 40) They are dead, waiting the resurrec-
tion. Their awakening out of death will be at the early
part of the Messianic reign; and they shall be made the
princes or tulers in all the earth, as the visible repre-
sentatives of the Christ. (Psalm 45:16) Referring to
them, the writer of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES says:

“These ancient worthies will be unlike the remainder
of mankind, not alone in the fact that their trial is
past while the trial of the world in general will just
be beginning; but they will be unlike them algo in the
fact that they will have attained the reward of their
faithfulness—they will be perfect men, having com-
pletely restored to them all that was lost in Adam of
mental and moral likeness to God, and perfection of
physical powers. Thus they will not only be the ‘princes’
or chiefs of earth (the earthly representatives of the
heavenly kingdom—Christ and his church), but they,
individually, will be representatives of what all the will-
ingly obedient may attain to under the new covenant.

“When Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all the ancient
worthies have been resurrected, and shall appear
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amongst the regathered Israelites about the close of
the time of Jacob's final trouble with Gog and Magog,
their superior mental powers will speedily distinguish
them from others. Aoreover, their perfect minds will
quickly grasp present-day knowledge and inventions‘;
and they will be peculiar in many ways, as was the
man Christ Jesug, of whom the people said, How
knoweth this man literary matters, having never
learned? (John 7:15) And as Jesus taught the people
positively, definitely, clearly., and not doubtfully and
in a confused way, as did fhe secribes, so it will be
with the perfected ancient worthies when they appear
amongst men. Besides, these worthies, ‘princes,’ will
have direct communion with the spiritual kingdom
(Ohrist and the church) as our Lord had with the
angels, and as Adam enjoyed similar personal comi-
munion before he came under divine séntence as
transgressor. These ‘princes’ of the new earth (the new
order of soeisty) will he fully qualified for the honor-
able position assigned to them."—STUDIES IN THE SCRIP-
TURES, Volume IV, pages 625, G26.

“Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faith-
ful prophets described by the apostle Paul in Hebrews
11 are promised a better resurrection; because of the
statement of the Prophet that they shall be princes or
rolers in all the earth (Psalm 45:16) it is to be
expected that they will be the first ones raised under
the terms of the new covenant. Therefore it is reason-
able fo expect them to be back on earth at the begin-
ning of the restoration blessings. Hence these faithful
men may he expected on earth within the next few
years, They will constitufe the legal representatives of
the Christ in the earth. They will be the visible repre-
sentatives of the kingdom of heaven. These are the
ones who sghall administer the affairs of earth under
the direction of the Lord. We therefore see that there
are two phases of God's kingdom: The heavenly, which
is invisible ; and the earthly, which is visible, the faith-
ful prophets of old, namely, the ancient worthies, repre-
senting the Lord in this regard.”—“The Harp of God,”
paragraphs 580, 581.
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The World Capital

In the light of the Scriptures we may reasonably
expect that Jerusalem will be the capital of the world,
with perfect and faithful men, namely, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, David, Daniel, and others in charge of earth’s
governmental affairs, with some of these faithful men
as tulers located in the principal parts of the earthj
that then the one in authority at Jerusalem will give
directions as to the carrying out of governmental affairs
in different parts of the earth. With great improved
broadcasting stations we can expect Abraham from
Mount Zion to direct the affairs of the whole earth.
Then the people shall not learn war, but shall beat their
ingtruments of war into instruments of husbandry, im-
prove the earth, and dwell in peaece and he a blessing
one to another.—See Micah 4: 1-5.

At that time the Lord will not permit any one to
work injury to his neighbor. Everyone will he compelled
to do right, (Isaiah 11:9) This new government will
rest upon Christ, the Messiah, as the great Ruler and
will be a government of peace and hlessing. (Isaiah
9:6,7) “He shall have dominion also from sea to sea,
and from the river unto the ends of the earth,”” (Psalm
72:8) Unto him shall the gathering of the nations be,
(Genesiz 49:10) He shall be the king over the whole
earth. (Zechariah 14:9) With him the saints shall
teign. (Daniel 7:18) “And the kingdom and domin-
ion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” (Daniel
7:27) “Por the kingdom is the Tord’s; and he is the
governor among the nations.” (Psalm 22:28) His gov-
ernment will be a righteous one. “With righteousness
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth, . . . and righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his



New Government i Operation i

reing.” (Isaiah 11:4,5) This kingdom, or invisible
ruling power, is definitely stated to be the seed of Abra-
ham, according to the promise, through which all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.—Gal. 3: 27-20,

The Blessings

This government will meet all the desires of mankind
because it will provide everything that man wants. A
blessing is that which brings benefit to people. The
greatest of these henefits is life which, to be enjoyed,
must be endowed with peace and happiness. These ate
the things that man possessed in Hden before he sinned.
These things he lost, and these are the things Jesus’
blood purchased for man; and all of God’s prophets
foratold that these are the things which the new govern-
ment will restore fo man.

Life

Life is the gift of God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (Romans 6:23) This means that all who will he
granted life everlasting must accept the Lord Jesus as
the great Redeemer and Ruler. Adam sinned and
brought death and trouble upon his offspring. Jesus
died to provide the gift of life and its attendant bless-
ings. “Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment
came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the
Tighteousness of one the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life.” (Romans 3:18) Jegus laid
down his human life that mankind might live. (John
10:10; 6: 51) The coming of the Lord and the setting
up of his kingdom are for the very purpose of granting
life everlasting to the millions of people on earth, if
they will accept and obey his new order and rule.

Concerning this the Apostle said: “Repent ye there-
fore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christf.
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which before was preached unto you: whom the heaven
mugt receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said
unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; hiu.
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto
you.” (Acts 3:19-22) Then those who refuse to obey
him. shall not go to eternal torment, but shall be de-
stroyed. (Verse 23) All the prophets foretold this com-
ing restitution of man. (Verse 24) Even those who have
been wicked shall have a chance to live if they will turn
away from their wickedness and do right. (Hzekiel 18:
27,28) Concerning these Jesus said: “Verily, verily,
I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never
see death.” (John 8:51) “Whosoever liveth and he-
lieveth in me shall never die.” (John 11:26) Knowing
that the old world is passing away, that the nevs govern-
ment is coming in, that the time of restoration is here,
we can now confidently say that millions now liwing will
never die. For this reason the Bible Students are pro-
claiming this message of good mnews throughout the
earth. (Seebook,“Millions Now Living Will Never Die.””)

Liberty

Man has long had a great desire for liberty. The
whole race has been held in bondage by Satan. Satan’s
representatives in the earth have oppressed the common
people. It has been a favorite scheme of Satan’s repre-
sentatives to enact and enforce espionage laws denying
freedom of speech, and fo persecute, imprison and kill
men for attempting to exercise the liberty of preaching
the gospel of the Messianic kingdom. This blame cannot
be laid to manj; for the wrong proceeds primarily from
Satan, the great oppressor. When his government is
entirely gone, and the Messianic government of Tight-
eousness is in operation, the oppressor will be no more.
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Happiness

The devil, through his earthly representatives, has
taught the people that the masses will spend eternity
alive, not in happiness, but in torment. This is a false
doctrine. Those that refuse to obey the Lord will be
destroyed. “All the wicked will he destroy.” (Psalm
145:20) The obedient ones shall be restored to per-
fection of hody, of mind and heart, and shall dwell
together with their loved ones in happiness.

Many now are blind and deaf and lame and halt.
These deficiencies shall pass away under the righteous
administration of the desirable government. Concerning
this, God’s prophst says: “The wilderness and the soli-
tary place, shall be glad for them; and the desert shall
rejoice, and klossom: as the rose. It shall blossom abun-
dantly, anc rejoice even with joy and singing: the
glory ~f Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency
of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the
ord, and the excellenzy of our God. ... Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap
as an hart, and the tongue >f the dumb sing.” (Isaiah
35:1,2,5,6) In order for man to be happy he must
be relieved of sickness, given health, and have peace.
Under the new government these things will be granted.
“Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will
cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of
peace and truth.” (Jeremiah 33:6) We quote a few
paragraphs from “The Harp of God,” as follows:

“With the establishment of the new order under the
Messiah wars and revolutions shall cease, hecause he
has promised that then ‘they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks:
nation shall not 1ift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more’; and thus there shall
be no more restless humanity, symbolically called sea.
—Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3; Revelation 21:1.
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“The profiteers will no longer be permitted to prey
upon the people, hbecause God's promise is that under
that righteous reign none shall be permitted to injure
another nor to defraud his neighbor.—Isa, 11:9; 65: 25,

“Then shall famines vanish away and no more shall
he hungering for food nor vainly striving for sustenance
of life, because then the earth shall yield her increase
and there shall be plenty for all—Psalm 67: G,

“Then shall disease and sickness be destroyed, be-
cause God has promised under this new order to bring
in health and strength. and to blegs the people with all
favorg incident thereto. ‘The inhabitant shall not say,
I am sick’—Isaiah 33:24; Revelation 21:4.

“Funerals now are the order of the day, and the
family and loved ones left behind assemble in sorrow
10 pay the last tribute to their beloved dead. But under
the new order of things funerals will cease, undertakers
will "seek a more pleasing employment, and the hearses
will he changed from vehicles of sorrow to equipages of
pleasure. ‘There shall be no more death."—Rev. 21:4.

“Families have been forn asunder and each member
hias borne hisg or her sorrow until claimed by the grave;
but ander the new order families will be reunited, par-
ents will be brought back to the children, and children
to the parents, and they shall dwell together in happi-
ness.—1 Corinthians 15: 22, 23.

No more will the poor be vainly hunting for a habi-
tation or fleeing from greedy landlords, because then, as
God has promised, the people will build houses and live
in them ; they shall not build for another to live in, but
then every man shall have his own habitation and every
man sghall sit under his own vine and fig tree and none
ghall make them afraid—Isaiah 65:21-23; Micah 4; 4.}
—Paragraphs 604-610 inclusive.,

The people will be so happy under the new order that
they will assemble, not to petition for redress of their
wrongs, but to sing the praises of the new and righteous
government. (Isaigh 51:11; Psalm 148) The obedient
ones shall be restored to the days of their youth and their
flesh shall hecome fresher than a child’s.—Job 33: 25.
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Thus we see that the new government will be a desir-
able government. It will bring to the obedient ones of
earth all that they have desired; namely, life, liherty
and endless happiness.

Millions Returning from Hell

False teachers of the Bible, representing Satan, haye
induced the people to believe that hell is a place of tor-
ment. On the contrary the Bible teaches that hell is the
grave, the state of the dead. For instance, the Serip-
tures say concerning Jesus that he was not left in hell
but was resurrected. (Acts 2:22-27, 31) If hell were a
place of eternal torment, no one could get out of it.

Hell is a “dark, secret condition, the grave, which in
the present time speaks to us of a hope of future life,
hy God’s resurrection power in Christ.’—STUDIES 1IN
THE SCcRIPTURES, Volume VII, “The Finished Mystery,”
page 313.

“The word ‘hell’ oceurs thirty-one times in the Old
Testament, and in every instance it is sheol in the
Hebrew. It does not mean a lake of fire and brimstone,
nor anything at all resembling that thought; not in the
slightest dezree! Quite the reverse; instead of a place
of blazing fire it is described in the context as a state
T ‘darkness’ (Job 10:21) ; instead of a place where
shrieks and groans are heavd, it is degeribed in the
context as a place of ‘silence’ (Psalm 115: 17) : instead
of representing in any sense pain and suffering or
remorse, the context describes it as one of forgetful-
ness, (Psalm 88:11,12) ‘There is no work, nor device,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave [sheoll,
whither thou goest.’—Ecclesiastes 9:10.—“The Bible
on Hell,” pages 12, 13. ¥

Millions of people are now in hell, the grave, the state
of death. Jesus promised that the time would come
when all these should be awakened out of death and
come forth to trial for life. (John 5:28,29) St. Paul
declares: “There shall he a resurrcction of the dead,
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both of the just and unjust.” (Acts 24:15) Again, he
says that the resurrection of Jesus is a guarantee that
all the peoples of earth shall have a frial for life. (Acts
17:31) When should we expect this to take place? St.
Paul states that the Lord Jesus Christ, at his appearing
and his kingdom, will judge the living and the dead.

The Living First
The living will he the first ones to he judged. As
they are gradumally restored they will think about their
loved ones in the grave and pray for them, and {lie Lord
will bring them forth. STUDIES 1IN THE SCRIPTURES,
Volume VII, “The Finished Mystery,” page 813, says:
“Since all mankind will not be raised at once, but
gradually, during the thousand years, each new group
will find an army of helpers in those who will have
preceded it. The love and henevolence which men will
then show to each other (the brethren of Christ) the
King will count as shown to himself.—Romans 13: 10.”

The prophet Isaiah refers to the death condition or
hell as a prison house. Oue of the offices of the new
Governor and his associates will be to bring the dead
out of their tombs. Concerning this God, speaking
through his prophet, said: “I the Lord have called thee
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and wili
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people,
for a light of the Gentiles; fo open the bliud eyes, to
bring out the prisoners from the prizon, and them that
sit in darkness out of the prison house.” (Isaigh 42:
6, 7) “That thon mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth;
to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They
shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all
high places.” (Isaiah 49:9) The prophet Daniel cor-
roborates this in referring to the time when Michael,
the great Prince, the new Governor, shall exercise his
power in behalf of the people: “Many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake.”—Dan, 12: 2.
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The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the death condition
as the land of the enemy. He pictures a mother weeping
for her sons that are dead. We are reminded that many
mothers have wept because of the death of their sons in
the World War. “Thus gaith the Lord; A voice was heard
in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping ; Rahel weep-
ing for her children refused to be comforted for her
children, because they were not. Thus saith " © Lord;
Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from
tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord;
and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.
And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy
children shall come again to their own horder.”’—Jere-
miah 31:15-17.

The Dead Next

The Lord does not reveal just when the resurrection
will begin ; but it is reasonable to expect that the world,
under the mew King, will be ready to receive them
within half a century after the beginning of his right-
eous reign. As the dead are awakened out of the tombh,
with reasonably sound bodies, and are returned fo their
loved ones, there will be great rejoicing and happi-
ness. St Paul definitely proves that the resurrection
of Christ Jesus is a guarantee that all the dead shall
be raised.—1 Corinthians 15: 12-26.

Tt would he expected that those who have died last
will be the first to he resurrected. Jesus declaved:
“Many that ave first shall be last; and the last shall he
first.” (Matthew 19:30) Discussing this point, the
author of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES Says:

“Tt is not an unreasonable suggestion that it may be
in answer to the prayer of faith for the restoration of
denarted friends that this great work may begin and
progress. We see a reasonableness in such a method
which seems to commend it above others we might
think of. For instance, it would recs!l the dead grad-
ually, and in the reverse order from that in which they
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went down, and would thus provide homes and hearty
welcomes, and the necessary comforts of life for the
risen ones :dat once on their return fo 1ife; and such
would thus be aéquainted with the languages, manners
and customs of those about them; while, if the order
were reversed, the awakened onte§ would be qulfe un-
prepaved in these, respects for the new conditions, and
would be entire strangers and uncongenial to the gen-
‘eration in the midst of which their new lot would be
vitst, These objections, however, would not hold good
with the prophets and other ancient worthies, who,
having served theiv probation, will Dhe raised perfect
men, and who as perfect men will be the intellectual,
moral and physical superiors of all other men.’—
STUDIES IN THE Scrierures, Volume 1V, “The Battle
of Armageddon,” page G41.

Satisfying Results

The proof conclusively shows that the efforts of man
during the past six thonsand years to form a desirable
government have failed. From the Bible and extra-
neous facts in fulfilment of prophecy, the proof is also
conclusive that the new povernment will vest upon the
shoulder of Christ, the Messiah, and that it is at hand;
that the laws of that government will be perfect; that
they will be executed in righteousness and without par-
tiality ; that under that government wars, famines, pes-
tilences, revolutions and anavchy will forever cedse;
that the peace of that government will be everlasting
that fraudulent practice and profiteering will not he
permitted; nor will greedy landlords longer oppress the
poor; that all who desire to do good will have full lib-
erty to do so; that joy and happiness will be the portion
of every obedient one; that every man will possess his
own home, in which to dwell in quietness and seeurity,
and nothing shall make him afraid or offend him;
that the evil doers will be put out of the way; that the
final destiny of the wicked will be destruction; that the
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final reward of the righteous will be eternal health, life,
and happiness; and that the earth shall be filled with a
happy and contented people. In beautiful phrase the
Reyelator describes the beneficial results: “And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
ghall be no more death, meither sorrow, mor erying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away. And he that sat upon the
throne [the great righteous Ruler] said, Behold, T make
all things new.”—Revelation 21:4, 5.

Thus we see that after the world’s great distress, now
heing experienced, Gtod will make good his promise to
bring the desire of all who love righteousness. The
description of the new government given in the Lord’s

*Word far exceeds the imaginations even of man, Will
guch be a desirable government? Surely every fair-
minded person will say, Amen. Lven so.

Future Foretold

_ Then as sensible men and women, why further take
heed to the vain imaginations of the financiers, poli-
ticians, and preachers of this old order, who claim that
they can establish a desirable government by means of
the League of Nations or any other such arrangement ?
All such human devices and arrangements God has
definitely stated shall fail.—Tsaiah 8: 9, 10.

Let all those who believe that the new government
of the Megsiah is at hand, and that it will be a desirable
government; to restore and bless humanity, take courage
and rejoice. Not only that, hut let them tell this good
news to their neighbors

These great truths are fully set forth, with Biblical
proofs, in the Seven Volumes of StUpIES IN THE
ScrreToRES and “The Harp of God.” These hooks
enable the reader to understand the Bible and to take
courage and comfort therefrom. Why not then embrace
these blessings the Lord has placed within your reach?
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“idnd he gothered them together into a place called in
the Hebrew fongue Armageddon.”—Revelation 16:16.

Before the desirable government will be appreciated
by man there must be a final conflict between the powers
of darkness and the powers of light, with the complete
victory to the latter. Reason would lead to this conclu-
sion. The Scriptures make it certain.

When the perfect man Adam was expelled from the
Garden of Eden he was sentenced to death. In this
same judgment God had something to say concerning
the woman and the devil. The record reads: “And I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be-
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruige thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) Subse-
quent developments of God’s plan show that this scrip-
ture not only applies to Eve and to the serpent, but has
a far wider scope. The serpent represents Satan, the
devil. The seed of the serpent represents hiz active
agencies, or offspring. The woman had reference also to
the Sarah-Ahrahamic covenant, This covenant produces
the seed of promiee, through which seed God promised
that all natione shall be blessed.—Galatians 4: 26-31.

Stated in other phrase, Satan and his seed constitute
the forces of evil and darkmess. Christ Jesus and his
faithful followers constitute the seed of promise, the
forces of truth and light. The forces of light represent
the great Jehovah God, who is light, and in whom there
is no darkmess at all. (1John 1:5) The Scriptures
mention Satan and his allies as “rulers of darkmess.”
(Ephesians 6:12) Those who have loved darkness and
walked in it are under the controlling influences of the
vreat evil one. (John 3:19,20) Satan the devil and

40
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his lying instruments love and serve falsehood, and nob
the truth.—John 8: 44,

Concerning himself Jesus said: “I am the light of
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in dark-
ness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12)
“As long as I am in the world I am the light of the
world.” (John 9:5) Concerning his faithful followers
Jesus said: “Ye ave the light of the world,” (Matthew
5:14) Chyist Jesus and those who continue faithfully
with him unto the end constitute the seed according to
the promise made to Abraham, from which the blessings
must come to all the families of the earth. (Galatians
8:27-29) St Paul refers to these as children of the
light. (1 Thessalonians 5:4,5) Satan is a murderer.
(John 8:44) “The bloodthirsty hate the upright.”
(Proverhs 29:10) Thus we see that the Scriptures
clearly draw the line of demarcation between the seed
of the serpent and the seed of the woman, between
which God declared there would he enmity to the end.

Record of Enmity

Briefly the record showing the enmity between Satan
and the favored of God is here traced from Abel to
Christ. Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice unto God,
while Cain’s sacrifice was displeasing to God. Satan,
believing this to be proof that Abel was the seed that
would bruise his head, caused Cain to murder his brother.

When God promised Abraham that his seed should
bless the familieg of the earth Satan, believing this seed
to be the one that wounld bruise his head, conspired to
have Sarah debauched, so that the seed could not he
brought forth,

When the promise of God was limited to the tribe of
Judah, and of that tribe David was anointed to be king,
Satan, helieving David to be his hitter enemy, induced
Sanl o attempt hig destruction.

All the prophets who came in the name of the Tond
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were cruelly treated at the instigation of Satan and his
allies, suffered indeseribable tortures and death.—He-
brews 11:1-39.

When the babe Jesus was born, Satan planned a con-
spiracy to have him destroyed, and induced Herod to
cause all the children up to the age of two years to be
killed, hoping thereby to make away with the promised
seed. (Matthew'2:12-18) Later, Jesus spoke a parable
showing how Satan and his allies had beaten and stoned

. and killed the prophets; and when he, Christ the Son of
God, the rightful heir, came, Satan and his cohorts
would say, and did say: “Let us kill him, and let us
seize on hig inheritance,”—Matthew 21: 33-39.

Satan’s Visible Representatives

The visible representatives of Satan, the great ruling
factors of earth, have always been made up of three
elements ; namely, commercial, political, and ecclesiasti-
cal. When the man Jesus was on earth these three ele-
ments were, to wit: The rich Jews, who loved money
more than they loved anything else; the politicians,
Jews and Romans, who loved power ahove everything
else; and the scribes and Pharisees, the clergy of thaf
time, the ecclesiastical leaders, who loved the plandits
of men more than they loved God, whom they claimed to
vepresent, and who in order to attain their desire joined
hands with the commercial and political powers, While
at enmity with each other they umnited their forces to
persecute the Liord, Because they were the visible repre-
gentatives of the devil, who is the god of this world,
Jesus designated them as the “world.” He said to his
followers: “Because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you. . . . If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you.”—John 15: 19, R0.

It was this combined governmental element, the visi-
ble Tepresentatives of Satan on earth. that caused Jesus
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to be crucified. God raised his beloved Son up out of
death. (1 Corinthians 15:8,4) Jesus then said: “I am
he that liveth, and was dead; and, hehold, T am alive
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of
death.” (Revelation 1:18) In other words Jesus Christ,
by the power of God, trinmphed over Satan.

Sedition Laws

From that time forward until now the Lord has been
selecting from amongst men those who will be associated
with him in his kingdom. The same governing factors
have been in the earth at all times; and as they perse-
cuted and opposed the Lord, even so they have perse-
cuted and opposed his followers, and do it now. This
is the reason why all the nations of Christendom have
enacted and enforced wicked sedition laws against men
who had the courage of their convictions to tell of Christ
and his glorious kingdom coming, ’

It was written of Jesus: “Thou lovest righteousness,
and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”
(Psalm 45:7) The same must be true of all of his
followers., They must be lovers of righteousness and
haters of iniquity; lovers of God and his cause of
righteousness. The followers of Jesus must be over-
comers in order to be associated with him in his work.
They must overcome the seductive mfluences of Satan,
the worldly spirit of his organization, and the selfish ten-
dencies of their own fallen flesh. Such overcomers have
the promise that they shall be associated with Christ
Jesus in exercising power over the nations, cecupying
positions of authority to rule and bless the world.—
Revelation 2:26; 3:21.

One of the primary purposes of our Lord’s second
coming is to establish and maintain a desirable gov-
ernment.
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Omne of the chief purposes of Satan is a desire to hold
his own dominion and to keep the peoples of earth in
subjection to himself and thus to thwart the purposes
of the Lord to establish a righteous government. Hence
he and his cohorts will fight against the Lord fo the
very end. It must be apparent then to everyone that
God’s declaration must be carried out in due time, and
the head of the serpent, Satan and his cohorts, be bruised.
This must be done during the second presence of our

“Lord, and while he is inangurating his kingdom of

righteousness. “And then shall that Wicked [one] be
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of
his eoming.”—2 Thessalonians 2: 8.

Battle Array

The forces of darkness are made up of these:

(1) Satan, the chief in command; (2) a host of
demons or evil gpirits [a full description and explana-
tion of the origin and course of these demons will be
found in the hook, “Can the Living Talk with the
Dead?”]; (3) that which is termed the beast, or visible
representative of Satan, namely: Big business, profes-
sional politicians, and apostate clergy, who form an
unholy alliance and all of whom support this wicked
order. The purpose of this combine, under the leader-
ship of Satan, is to maintain the present evil order; and
deception is resorted to to accomplish this purpose.

The forces of light are made up of these, namely:

(1) Christ Jesus, the great invisible present Lord
and King, and all of his holy angels with him; (®)
the faithful followers of Christ Jesus, who love and
serve God and the Lord Jesus Christ without fear
(1John 4:1%,18); and (3) all lovers of truth who
ally themselyes on the side of righteousness and justice.
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Armageddon Foreshadowed

God foreshadowed this gredt and final eonflict by his
dealing with his chosen people and those who warred
against them, From STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, Vol-
ume IV, “The Battle of Armageddon,” page i, we quote:

“srmageddon is a Hebrew word signifying the Hill
of Megiddo, or the Mount of Destruction. Megiddo
occupied a very marked position on the southern edge
of the plain of Esdraelon, and commanded an important
pass into the hill country. This locality was the great
battle-ground of Palestine, on which were fought many
uf the famous battles of Old Testament history., There
Gideon and his little band alarmed and discomfited the
Midianites, who destroyed one another in thefr flight.
(Judges 7:19-23) There King Saul was defeated by the
Philistines. (1 Samuel 31:1-6) There King Josiah was
slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the most disastrous
conflicts in the history of Israel, (2 Chronicles 35:
22-25) There also King Ahab and his wife Jezebel
lived, in the city of Jezreel, where Jezebel afterwards
met a horrible death.—2 Kings 9: 80-87.

“These battles were in a sense typleal, The defeat of
the Midianites reélensed the people of Israel from bond-
age to Midian. Thus Gideon and his band typified our
Lord and the church, who are to release mankind from
theitr bondage to sin and death. 'The death of King
Saul and the overthrow of his kingdom by the Philis-
tines opened the way for the rveign of Dayid, who
typified Jessiah, , . .

“Tn the Seriptures the Lotd las evidently seen fit to
associate the name of thls famous battlefield, Adrma-
geddon, with the greal controversy between truth and
error, right and wrong, God and Mammon, with which
the Gospel age will close and the Messifinic age be
ushered in, He has purposely used highly symbolic
Ianguage in the last book of the Bible, evidently with a
view to hiding certain important truths until the due
time for theit revealment,”
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Forces Gathering

The Revelator, looking down to the concluding days
of the old order when the final conflict is approaching,
wrote: “And T saw three unclean spirits like frogs come
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth
of the heast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles,
which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather them to the hattle of that great

“day of God Almighty. Behold, T come ag a thief.
Blegsed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments,
lest he walked naked, and they see his shame. And he
oathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon.”—Revelation 16: 13-16.

The Book of Revelation is written in symbolic phrage.
The words “unclean spirits” denote doctrines or teach-
ings, having a demoniacal origin. In other words, the
things presented to the people proceed from the devil
and not from the Lord. These unclean spivits are said
to be “like frogs.”” STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, Vol-
ume IV, “The Battle of Armageddon,” page x, reads:

“The three most prominent characteristics of a frog,
then, are pomposity, an air of superior wisdom and
knowledge, and a confinual croanking, Applying these
characteristics to the picture given in the Divine Word,
we learn that from the civil power, from the Catholic
Church and from the Federation of Protestant Churches
will go forth the same teachings, The spirit of all will
be boastful; an air of superior knowledge and wisdom
will be assumed; all will foretell dire results to follow
any failare to obey their counsels. However conflicting
the creeds, the differences will be ignored in the general
proposition that nothing ancient must be disturbed, or
investigated, or repudiated.”

These false doctrines are represented as coming out
from the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet.
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“Dragon” is one of the names applied to the devil
and his organization, bent upon destroying the seed of
promise. “Beast” means the devil’s organization visible,
made up of the three elements above mentioned, com-
mercial, political and ecclesiagtical. “False prophet”
means the very opposite of true prophet, or a class of
men who claim to represent God and the Lord Jesus,
but who deny their power and represent the devil and
his system. These three elements we see prominently
manifested today everywhere, Concerning the doctrines
that proceed from their mouth we quote from STUHIES
v THE Scrietores, Volume VI, “The Finished Mys-
tery,” page 247 :

“The three fundamental truths of history are man's
Fall, Redemption and Restoration, Stated in other lan-
zuage these three truths are the mortal nature of man,
the Christ of God and his Millennial kingdom, Standing
opposite to these Satan has placed three great untruths:
Human immortality, the Antichrist and a certaln delu-
sion which has been misnamed patriotism, but which is
in reality murder, the spirit of the very devil. It is
this last and crowning feature of Sutan's work thal is
mentioned first. The other two orrors are the divect
cause of this one. The wars of the Old Testament were
all intended to illustrate the battlngs of the new crog-
ture against the weaknesses of the flegh, and ayre not in
any sense of the word justification for the human
butchery which has turned the enrth Into s slnughiter-
Iiouse, Nowhere in the New Testamont s palelotism

(o narrow-minded hatred of others) encouraged, Hyery-
where and always murder in itg every form lu forbid-
den; and yet, under the guise of patrioflsm the elvil
governments of earth demand of peacelovidg men the
sacrifice of themselves and fheir loved ones and the
butchery of their fellows, and lall it a8 a duty de-
manded by the laws of heaven."

Note how these things are heing fulfilled at the
present time. The “beast” [hig husiness, big politicians,
and big preachers combined] are saying, ‘We must stand
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by the present order and patriotically support it because
our power is by divine right. There is no other. Lel us
have a League of Nations and World Court, and thus
hold together and leep the people in subjection to v+’

The “false prophet” (that is to say, a class of clerg;-
men who, instead of preaching Christ’s kingdom are
representing the devil’s orgamization) is saying, “Let
us stand by the old order.” “The League of Nations is
the political expression of God’s kingdom on earth.” dn

. other words, they say: “The devil’s organization is

Christ’s kingdom on earth.” Jesu: said that Satan is
the father of lies and all other liars are his children.
These false prophets are his seed—John 8: 44.

These game three are saying, “War is a necessity. In
time of peace prepare for war.” In time of war they say
to the young men: “Patriotically support the old order.
Go to the battlefield and die, and you will be a part of
the vicarious atonement and go straight to heaven.”
Never was a more blasphemous ‘statement uttered. Fur-
thermore, they say: “All men are inherently immortal.
The punishment of the wicked is eternal torture; there-
fore unless you support the old order patriotically, you
will die and go to hell, and roast and stew and bhake
and fricassee forever and ever.”

The people are heavily laden with taxation because of
the unrighteons wars they have heen induced to fight by
this Satanic element. They cry for relief, but receive
none. The strong, vigorous men who marched to the
battlefield and returned broken in body and in health,
ask for a small pittance in the way of a honus that they
may exist; and they have received mno consolation. The
three elements continue to cry out: “Prepare war, build
more airships and deadly instruments of destruction.”
Truly these three “unclean spirits,” operating through
the unholy alliance, are gradually rushing the nations
on to the great and final conflict described as the battle
of Armageddon.
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God’s prophet, foreknowing what they would do, said
to them: “Beat your plowshares into swords, and your
pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.
Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye nations, and
gather yourselves together round about: thither cause
thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord. Let the nations
he wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat
[valley of graves]: for there will I git to judge all the
nations round about.”—dJoel 33 10-12,

The Lord also commanded the forces of light to give
forth a message at this time that those who have a
hearing ear may hear; and he says (Joel 2:1,2):

“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm
in my holy mountain: Iet all the inhabitants of the
Iand tremble; for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand: A day of darkmuess and of gloominess, a
day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning
spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong s
there hath not bheen ever the like, neither shall he any
more after it, even to the years of many generafions.”

Thus the Lord describes the terrible day of conflict.

The Forces in Battle

¢tod makes a picture of the battle of Armageddon by
uging Gideon and the Midianites, (See Judges 2 1-23)
The Midianites numbered more han 300,000 armed
warriors. Gideon had a little hand of 800 men, divided
into three companies of 100 each. The only weapons
they I{ad were lamps inside of pitchers. Thay took their
stand{: upon three sides of the Midianites and at a given
gignal broke their pitchers, held up their lights and
shouted: “The sword of the Tord and of Gideon.”
Gidgon here was a type of Christ Jesus, and his little
confpany represented the followers of Chrigl,  Gideon
stmick not a blow. He killed not a single Midianite.
B?t the Midianites, frightened by the lights, drew their
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swords, fell upon each other and slew one another. Hyen
so Christ, now present, is proclaiming, through his rep-
resentatives, the truth amongst the people,

The representatives of Christ on earth will not engage
in any part of this great battle physically, They are
commanded of the Lord to do injury to no man. Their
part is to hold forth the truth, telling the people what
these terrible times mean, and what they may expect
will follow. As the Midianites were frightened by the
lights, so now the light of truth shining out brighter
and brighter in the world iz frightening the forces of
darknesg, causing them to rush on fo the final conflict
and their self-destruction.

Destroying One Another

Satan and his forces have begun to fight amongst
themselves. The financiers of France and others are in
a combine to destroy the finances of Germany; what is
true here is true amongst the other nations. Now we
see the politicians of one nation in a desperate attempt
to destroy, by political chicanery, one another. More-
over, we see those who compose the false prophet, but
who claim to represent Christ, at war amongst them-
selves. Modernists are fighting against Fundamental-
ists, and these elements are hastening all the nations
into the terrible and mighty conflict. They are goading
the comnion people to desperation.

The prophet Jeremiah describes the conflict thus
“A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth: for
the Lord hath a controversy with the nations; he will
plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked
to the sword, saith the Lord. Thus saith the Liord of
hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation,
and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
coasts of the earth. And the slain of the Lord shall\be
at that day from one end of the earth even unto the
other end of the earth: they shall not be lamentedl,
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neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon
the ground. Howl, ye shepherds, and ery; and wallow
yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for
the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are
accomplished ; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel.
And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the
principal of the flock to escape. A voice of the ery of
the shepherds, and a howling of the principal of the
flock, shall be heard: for the Tord hath spoiled their
pasture.”—Jeremiah 25: 31-30.

In this seripture the Lord deseribes the elergy by the
same mame they give themegelves, “shepherds of the
flock,” and describes the professional politiciang and
profiteers, who go into the church for a selfish purpose
and rule it, as the principal of the flock,

St. James, under inspiration of the holy epirit, like-
wise describes the same unholy allianee when he says:

“Ga to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
miseries ' that shall come upon you, Your viches ave
corrupted, and your garments ave motheaten, Your
gold and silver is cankered; and {he rust of them shall
be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it
were fire. Ye have heaped freasure together for the last
days. Behold, the hire of the lnhorers who have reaped
down your field, which is of you lkept back by frand,
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are
entered into the ears of the Lovd of Sabnoth. Ye have
lived' in pleasure on the earth, and heen wanlon; ye
have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughtor.
Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth
not | resist you.”—James 51 1-6,

/ A Conspiracy

fSatan and his forces of darkness have entared into a
conspiracy against the Lord and his kingdom. Two
elements of the visible organization of the heast do not
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even pretend to have faith in the Lord, The leading
clergymen of the world have joined hands with them to
say that they will set up a kingdom in opposition to
God’s, or in other words, to maintain the present evil
order; and they induce many people to believe that this
can be done. God’s prophet describes them thus: “Why
do the nations rage, and the people imagine a vain
thing ?” (Psalm 2:1) The vain thing here imagined
is, that the present chaotic condition of earth can he
straightened out by imperfect men.

The Prophet continues, saying, *The Kings of the
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to-
gether, against the Lord, and against his anointed, say-
ing, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away
their cords from us”” These take counsel together in
saying, ‘We will not have the Messianic kingdom; we
will not have the new government; let us bhreak in
pieces those who advocate it and cast away their cords
from us’ Then the Psalmist further says: “He that
gitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have
them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.”



Could Armageddon Have Been
Averted?

Doubtless many will ask: Could nol the Lord inaugu-
rate his kingdom without the necessily of the great
battle of Armageddon? The answer s that this could
have been done had the ruling factors of the earth acted
in the right way, prompted hy a good mofive. But
yielding to the seductive influences of Satan, they have
gone too far. Now it cannot be prevented. The Lord,
through his prophet Jeremiah, foreshadowed thig cons
dition and stated this conclusion,

There are hundreds of thousands of preachers in
Christendom who claim to represent Christ, henee to
represent his kingdom. Thera are many more in theiv
flocks who claim to support: these preachers, Had the
preachers and the principal of their flacks hoen students
of the Scriptures and heeded God's Word, they would
have known that the World War which hegan in 1014,
the famines, pestilence, and rvevolulions that followed,
and the general distress of nations, arve all evidences of
the presence of Messiah and of the time for the fnaugu-
ration of his kingdom. They sghould have heeded that
testimony and been obedient to fthe Lord, Had th
done so the Lord through his prophef foreshadowed that
He would have prevented the greal calustrophe which
will befall the nations in the hattle of Armageddon.
They did not do it.

Stated otherwise, had the profiteers been satisfied to
quit profiteering when the war ended, and had th
treated the men fairly who hore the hrunt of bhattles
had the politicians been willing fo cease misreprosenting
the people and had they honestly lookad after the infer-
egts of those who bore the lmrden in the heat of tha
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day ; had the clergy possessed and manifested the proper
faith and courage and had they separated themselves
from the unholy alliance and told the people the truth,
namely, that the evidences are clear that the Lord’s
kingdom is at hand, and had they advised the people to
turn to the Lord and seek righteousness, Armageddon
might have been prevented. They did not do it. Selfish-
1y and unrighteously they have Tushed on from bad to
worse, permitting selfishness to rule, utterly disregard-
ing the Word of God.

Jesus deseribes this concluding conflict as the worst
time of trouble the world has ever known; so terrible
would it be that unless the Liord intervened no human
beings would be saved, but for the elect’s sake the Lord
will intervene, (Matthew 24:21,22) The elect here
meane God’s chosen people who with Christ Jesus con-
stitute the ruling factor of the new government, the
desirable government. In order that these can have
people with which to begin reconstruction, the Lord
will eut short the time of trouble; and as he stilled the
stormg upon the sea of Galilee, so he will still the
passions of men, bring order out of chaos, and establish
a lasting peace.

Can Any Escape the Trouble?

There are millions of honest people on earth wha love
righteousness, who believe in the Bible, believe in God,
who would love to avoid the great trouble which is
threatening all Christendom, similar to what Russia has
already undergone and which is now upon Germany.
Many of these will ask: Ts it possible for us to esca
that terrible condition? The answer is found in the
Seriptures. The Prophet, seeming to speak to those Who
have such a desire in their hearts, says:

“Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass a.s
the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon
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you, hefore the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you.
Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have
wrought his judgment; seek righteonsness, seck meek-
ness: it may be ye shall he hid in (he day of the Lord’s
anger.”—Zephaniah 2: 2,3,

In this eritical hour upon the nations of the earth let
everyone who would have God’s lavor avoid controver-
sies, keep away from mobs, do nol participate in radical
movements, live a peaceable and quicl lile, deal right-
eonsly with everyone, do injury to no one, strive fo be
honest and to deal in this manner with your neighbor ;
seek peace; and the Lord may spure yYou rom some of
the terrible conditions now confronbing tha world and
grant to you the privilege of heing amongst the millions
on earth now living who shall never die, hut who, em-
bracing the opportunities of the Messianic Kingdom now
coming in, shall live forever on eprth, heing rostorad fo
perfect condition of body and mind ta dwell with their
loved ones in happiness.

Thus the Lord clearly shows that the enmity helween
the seed of the serpent and fhe gead of the woman,
which has existed since the time of Wden, shall result
in complete triumph to the seed of the woman ; nimely,
the Christ:

“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he ig Lowd ol lords and King
of kings; and they that are with him are ealled, and
chosen, and faithful.”—Revelation 171 14,
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An examination of Bible chronology and the Bible's
history of the world. Its endeavor has been to collate
the Bible evidences and to offer suggestions in respect
to their significance. This volume written in 1889,
predicted that the “times of the Gentiles” would end
in 1915, Promptly in August, 1014, the Gentile
kingdoms referred to in prophecy began a struggle
known as the World War, which will culminate in the
complete overthrow of all human government and the
establishment of God's kingdom on earth, A little
later the time will come for the resurrection of the dead.
Covering this field, the studies are arranged as follows:
Special Times and Seasons Divinely Appointed: Why
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questions. Cloth binding, 40 cents.

The contents of this volume cover the closing epoch
of the Gospel Age—a period which brings to the world
wonderful blessings, which in turn become more and
more a cause of friction, discontent and trouble,
hastening that irrepressible conflict between Capital
and Labor, Some of the topics discussed are: The
Day of Vengeance; The Doom of Babylon—Christendom:
Babylon—Christendom—The  City—The Empire—
. The Mother—The Daughters—Babylon's Doom—
Its Dread Significance; The Necessity and Justice of
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Setting up the Spiritual Kingdom—Setting up Princes

in All the Earth—The World's Conversion; Jehovah's
Footstool Made Glorious.
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: 938,000 edition. 637 pages; 86 pages of
questions, Cloth binding, 40 cents,

The key-note of this volume s the 1;'!lnﬂnm price
From this doctrine radiate all other doatrings aone
nected with our salvation, An understanding of the
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721,500 edition. 747 pages; also 71 pages
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Compiles the Scriptural rules and laws of manage-
ment of the church and the Christian home, Opening
with a discussion of the Bible record of creation, it
continues with ""I'n the Beginning”": The Earth Was—
Creative Days 7,000 Years in Length each—Persis-
tency of Species Refutes Evolution Theory—Earth's
Grand Jubilee Due at Close of the Seventh Creative
Day; The New Creation: How Begotten and Born
to the New Narure; The Call of the New Creation:
None but the Called Eligible—Time of Gospel Call
Limited; The New Creation Predestinated: General
View of Election; The Organization of the New Creation:
Gifts of the Spiric Ceased with their Necessity—
Woman's Province in_the Church; Order and Disci-

line: Meaning of Ordination—Funeral Services—

ithes—Collections—Charities; The Rest or Sabbath
of the New Creation: Origin and General Observation
of the First Day of the Week os Christian Sabbath:
The Judgment: = Judgment During the Gospel Age:
The Baptism: Infant Baptism—Scriptural Testimony
on Baptism—Disciple View—Baptist View—The
Baptism of Fire—ls Water Baptism Necessary:?
The Passover; Marital and Other Privileges and. Obliga-
tions of the New Creation: Advice to the New Creation
in the Varied Conditions of Marital Union; Parental
Obligations; Parental Influences; Sundry Earthly
Obligations; The Foes and Besetments: e World
and Nominal Church as Enemies of the New Creation
—the Great Adversary; The Present Inheritance of
the New Creation: Our Hope—The Thief in Paradise:
The Resurrection Inkheritance of the New Creation:
The After Resurrection to Life—Not a Judgment or
Trial for Past Sins.
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An explanation of the books of Revelation and
Ezekiel, particularly noting how events of the past
seven years have fulfilled prophecy. Proceeding upon
the theory of interpreting the unknown on the basis,
of what is known, the probable manner of fulfilling
prophety respecting the events of the forthcoming
four years is advanced. The book explains the Seven
Messengers to the World—Paul, John, Arius, Waldo,
Wycliffe, Luther, Rgseﬂ; Siz Seals and the Papacy:
Serenth Seal and the Great Company; Four Preliminary
Reformations; Two Ineffective’ Reformation Woes; The
True Rzformation Woe; The Time of the End; The
Birth of Antichrist; the Papal and Protestant Beasts;
Eeclesiasticism's Seven Plagues; The ngzq".: Last
Stand; The Fall of Ecclesiasticism; The Overthrow of
Satan's Empire; The Thousand Years' Reign; The
Descending Kingdom; The River of Grace and Truth;
The Papal and Protestant Sieges; Sword— Famine—
Pestilence; Dawn of the Esil Day; Molech the Tarment
Deity; Christendom's Blind Flight; God's Four Sore
Judgments; _ Unfaithfulness of God's People; Par-
able of he Eagles: The Lion's Whelps: The {Hypocriti-
cal Ecclesiastics; The Thrice Doubled Sword; The Melting
Pot of War; Two Apostate Church Systems: Protestant
Pollution; The Boiling Caldron; Dazunfall of Philos-
%)hy' Philosobhy's Utter Ruin; Destruction of the ‘“

evils a'“"‘m“"g ta be Destroyad; Christendom's
Future Condition; Church and Stale to go Down Together;
Christendom_not to Endure; Christendom's Utter Down-
fall; Why Eeclesiasticism Must' Perish; Clerical Sgeds
of ‘Anarchy;' Christendom’s Early Restoration; Y
God Will Restore Christendom; The VaH;‘g of Dry Bonus;
A Great Religious 'Reformation; The Final Overthrow
o{gPridj: Death of Pride’s Multitude; The Temple and
the River of God. v
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| ents not required to submit written answers.

Special Offer
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HARP BIBLE STUDY COURSE
$285 Postpaid)

A library of eight topically arranged Bible-
study books in ordinary, not theological,
language. Containing over 4,000 pages.

‘The complete set of seven volumes STUDIES IN THE
ScriPTURES, by Pastor C. T. Russell, containing over
3,700 pages, maroon cloth, gold stamped library edition,
size 5 x 73¢ inches, dull finish paper; complete index of
every scripture explained or quoted throughout the
seven volumes.

Ture Hare Bible Study Course, using as its text book
“Ture Hare or Gop'' by Judege J. F. Rutherford, a
work of 384 pages; regular Tuxedo green linen gold
stamped library edition, size 5 x 7 3€ inches, dull finish
paper. Reading assignments consist of an hour’s read-
ing for Sundays. Self-quiz cards containing twent
questions on what has been read mailed weekly, stu

International Bible Students Association
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