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What is It? Who are There? Can They Get Out?

ELIGIOUS leaders of the various denomi-

national churches for many centuries have
answered the above questions aud taught the
people as follows:

Hell is the place and state of punishment for
the wicked. God prepared this place before the
creation of man, of sufficient capacity to accom-
modate all sinners. That.all who have died as
sinners are there. That the fires of hell are fed
constantly with brimstone, and burn without
ceasing. That in these flames the wicked are
suffering conscious punishment; that their pun-
ishment i1s torment, eternal in duration, and
that there is no hope for those who are there
ever to get out.

These same religious leaders earnestly con-
tend that the Bible supports their conclusions.
If their answer is true and correct, then every
clergyman, regardless of whether his salary is
paid or not, should busy himself by constantly
telling the people what awaits them if wicked,
and should advise them how they can avoid
going there. If any religious teacher asserts
the above answers to be true ones, and then
freats the matter with indifference and de-
mands his salary before he will preach to the
people, either he is dishonest or else he does
oot believe what he claims to helieve. If the
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above answers to the questions, given by relig-
10us teachers, arc false, then every honest per-
son should use his best endeavors to enlighten
the people concerning the truth, that the living
might have peaee of mind concerning them-
selves and hope for their heloved dead.

The purpose here is to examine the Scripture
texts Learing on the gubject, and then let each
person who reads decide for himself. It will
be of great interest to you to follow the argn-
ment in the light of the Seriptures.

The Bible is (fod’s Worc{. It is the truth.
It was written by holy men of old as God
directed them to write. Otherwise stated, it
was written under ingpiration. Some parts of
it are expressed in literal and some in symbolic
phrase. All people use syinholic expressions of
speech. Often they mix literal and symbolic
phrase in the same sentence. To illustrate, a
man says: “The political fight is getting red
hot,” meaning thereby that the contest between
the candidates for politieal office is creating
great interest and contention. Likewise the
Bible employs symbolic and literal phrase. For
instance: “Bread of deceit is swecet to a man;
but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with
gravel.” (Proverbs 20: 17) Anyone would know
that this is a symbolic statement. The great
teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, taught in parables
and dark or symbolic sayings.—Matthew 13: 34.

When we read a Scriptural text, how may we
Imow whether it is to be understood in a literal
or a symholic sense? We are to use our reason-
ing faculties. God did not expect us to take
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every statement in the Bible as literal. He in-
vited us to use reason. To those who would
learn how they might escape from sin and from
the punishment incident thereto, he says: “Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18) It is
apparent to the reasoning person that both lit-
eral and symbolic phrase are employed in this
text. The Bible states that all of God’s creation
was made by him in wisdom (Psalm 104:24);
that justice is the habitation of his throne
(Psalm 89:14); and that “God is love.” (1 John
4:8) Otherwise stated, God is perfect in char-
acter. His wisdom, ]ustlce, love, and power are
in equal and exact balance.

Now apply your reasoning faculties, as God
has invited youn, and ask yourself these ques-
tions: Is it reasonable that the all-wise Creator
would create a ecreature, knowing that he would
sin, and arrange in advance for his eternal tor-
ment in fire and brimstone? Is it reasonable
that a just and righteous God would create
man, telling him that if he sinned he should die,
and then arrange that his punishment should
be eternal torture in flames of fire? Is it rea-
sonable that the God of love could be so cruel
as to torture eternally an unfortunate sinner?
‘What good could result from so doing? How
conld the eternal conscious suffering of a crea«
ture bring glory or satisfaction to the loving
Creator? It is obvious that all these questions
. must be answered in the negative. No reason-
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able person, thongh very imperfeet, would tor-
ture eternally even a dumb brute, if that were
possible. Then there must be some grave doubt
about the Bible’s supporting the answers made
to the foregoing questions by religious leaders.
At least a sufficient doubt is raised to warrant
every honest person to make a diligent search
and examination of the Seriptures.

Millons of people have heard the name of
God only with dread and morbid fear, because
of the teachings of the denonnnational leaders
concerning hell. God says: “Their fear toward
me is taught by the precept of men.” (Isaiah
29:13) Children are made to have a morbid
fear of God by reason of the terrible tales told
them conecerning a burning hell. A little girl
who attended Sunday school was asked by her
teacher: “Mary, what will you do when you get
to heaven? She replied: “The first thing I
will do will be to run and hide so that God ean’t
get me.” 1t is a serious thing thus to poison a
cbild mind against the great Jehovah God.

GOD’S ANSWER

Briefly stated, Jehovah’s answers to the above
questions, as gleaned from his Word, are: Hell
ist he condition of the dead. It is the grave or
tomb wherein the dead rest, without knowledge,
without love, without hate, where they know: not
anything. All who die go to hell. God las pro-. .
vided an awakening out of death, therefore a
returning from hell, of all those who have died.

The above answers we now purpose to sup-
port by every fext in the Bible relating to hell
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and to prove that the Bible is in harmony with
reason and in perfeet harmony with the charac-
ter of the great Creator, just, wise and loving.
Every one who has an interest in his own des-
tiny and love for his dead friends will eagerly
examine every paragraph hereinafter written.

The Bible whch we have was translated into
the English; the Old Testament from the He-
brew language, the New Testament from the
Greek langnage. The Hebrew word sheol is
the only word in that original language trans-
lated hell. The Greek word hades has the same
meaning as the Hebrew word sheol. Two other
Greek words in the New Testament, to wit,
gehenna and tartaroo, are translated hell. The
Hebrew word sheol and the Greek word lLades
are translated also grave and pit.

Hell is an English word. The English word
meant a dark and silent place o condition. An
old Englishman would say: “I put my potatoes
in hell for the winter,” meaning thereby that
he had buried his potatoes in the ground to
preserve them during the winter season. No
one would understand that he put them in to
roast all winter; and surely no one could, for a
moment, expeet lum to torture his potatoes.

Religious teachers, early in the Christian era,
thought it well to frighten the people. Satan
‘induced them to do this. Hence they brought
forth the doctrine of eternal torture, borrowed
from heathen philosophers. \When the Revised
Version of the Bible was prepared, however,
the translators were wise enough to know that
sheol and hades can never be properly trans-



8 Bell—TWhat Is It? Who Are There?

lated torment. But they were not honest enough
to say what these words really mean; hence
they left them untranslated,

In some places where they translated the
word sheol, hell, they put in the margin the
correct meaning, grave,

If the Hebrew word sheol means pit and grave
in some instances, it could not mean a place
of conscions torture in other instances. Even
the translators of the King .James Version ran
against this difficulty; and where it was so
patent on the face of it that sheol meant the
condition of death they declined to transglate it
by the word hell and translated it grave or pit.
Note some pertinent examples of this:

Psalm 55: 15: “Let them go down quick into
hell’—marginal reading, “the grave,”

Concerning Job it is written that he was a
man perfect and upright, and one that feared
God, and eschewed evil. He was sick and afflict-
ed, forsaken by his friends, even by his own
wife. Covered with boils from head to foot, he
suffered bodily pain and mental anguish; and
while in this distressed condition he prayed
that God wonld send him to hell: “Q that thou
wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou would-
est keep me seeret, yntil thy wrath e past, that
thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and re-
member me!” (Job 14:13) Here the translators
rendered sheol, grave. If sheol means eternal
torment, then surely Job would not have prayed '
to go there. Then Job adds: “If 1 wait, sheol .
[hell, the grave] is mine house: I have made ', .
my bed in the darkness.” (Job 17:13) Theres .
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could not have been much fire or brimstone
there; else Job would not have spoken of it as
a place of darkness.

Amos 9:2: “Though they dig into &ell, thence
shall mine hand take them.” [The only hell that
man can dig into is the pit or grave.]

Psalm 16:10: “Thou wilt not leave my soul in
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption.” [The apostle Peter says that
this refers to our Lord’s three days in the tomb.
(Aects 2:30-32) Our Lord came out of hell, or
the tomb. If hell is a place of eternal torture,
how could he get out?]

Psalm 18:5: “The sorrows of hell compassed
me about.” [This is a Seriptural statement that
sorrows hasten one to the grave.]

Deuteronomy 32:22: “For a fire is kindled
i mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest
hell,” [A figurative expression, picturing the
utter ruin of the nation of Israel.]

Psalm 139: 8: “If T make my bed in kell, thon
art there.” [Meaning that Jehovah ean and will
exercise his pcwer over those who are in the
pit, the tomb, the state of the dead.]

Job 11:8; “It [God’s wisdom] is as high as
heaven; what eanst thou dc? deeper than hell.”
[Clearly meaning the pit or grave.]

Proverbs 5:5: “Her feet go down to death,

‘her. steps take hold on hell.” [Symbolically

meaning her course leads unto the grave.]
Proveris 153:11: “Fell and destruction are

. balfore the Lord.” [Shcol 15 here connected with
-,‘destru(mon, not with conscious torture.]
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Isaiah 5:14: “Therefore hell hath enlarged -
herself, and opened her mouth without meas-
ure.” [A symbol of destruction, death, into
which the human race has gone.]

Fizekiel 32:27: “And they shall not lie with
the mighty that are fallen ol the uncircumeised,
which are gone down to hell with their weapons
of war; and they have laid their swords under
their heads; hut their iniguities shall he upon
their hones, though they were the terror of the
mighty in the land ol the living.” [The graveis
the only hell where fallen soldiers are buried
with their weapons of war.]

The following other texts, in which the He-
brew word sheol occurs, and is rendered grave
and pit by the translators, will he interesting:

Genesis 37:35: “I will go down into sheol
[the grave] unto my son mourning.” [These
were the words of Jacoh. He believed that his
beloved son, Joseph, was dead. Surely he did
not expect that his heloved son was in eternal
torture; for he was going to Joseph. ]

Later Jacol’s other sons sought to induce
their father to send with them their younger
brother, Benjamin, into Egypt. Jacob loved
this son devotedly. He replied: “My son shall
not go down with you; for his brother [Joseph]
is dead, and he [Benjamin] is left alone: if
mischief befall him by the way in the which ye
go, then shall ye hring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to sheol.” (Genesis 42: 38) If sheol here
meant hell fire and hrimstone Jacob’s gray hair
would not last long in such a place, nor could. -
the hair suffer mueh conscious torment. It is ..
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. plain to be seen that he expected to go down

“Imto the tomb. The translators evidently saw
this, and hence they balked at translating the
word hell. In the King James Version they
translated it grave, but the Revised Version
leaves it untranslated.

1 Kings 2:6-9: “Let not his hoar head go
down to the grave i peace.” [Here sheéol is

"again rendered properly.]

Job 24:19: “Drought and heat consume the
snow waters; so doth sheonl those which have
sinned.” [If one is consumed, it is not possible
for that one to be in torture.]

Psalm 31:17: “Let the wicked be ashamed,
and let them be silent in sheol [the grave].”

Isaiah 38:10: “I shall go to the gates of
sheol [the grave]: I am deprived of the residne
of my years.”

ARE THE DEAD CONSCIOUS?

It would be utterly impossible for any one to
be in conscious torment unless that creature, at
the time of torment, is in a conseious state. If
it should appear from the Scriptures that when
a person dies he is uneonscious, then it conld
not be reasonably possible that he is conscious-
ly tormented anywhere. Concerning this point
the Scriptures say:

‘For the living know that they shall die: but
the dead know not anything.”—KEceclesiastes 9:5.
" “TWhatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might; for there is no work, nor de-

® vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in sheol [hell,
the grave], whither thoun goest.”—Eccl. 9:10.
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“For in death there is no remembrance of
thee: in sheol [the grave] who shall give thee
thanks?”—Psalm 6: 5.

“Like sheep they are laid in sieol [the grave] ;
death shall feed on them.” [No one would con-
tend for a moment that sheep are in conscious
torment.] —Psalm 49: 14.

But our religicus teachers would say: “These
scriptures refer to the body. It is the soul that
is conscious and alive: the soul is inherently
immortal and cannot die.” Again the religious
teachers have no support in the Bible for their
contention except one text. They would say at
once that the one text is sufficient; but we reply
that that text is the language of the devil, who
said to Eve: “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen-
esis 3:4); and coneerning this statement Jesus
said that it was the first lie; that Satan was a
liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44) Jf
religious teachers insist on standing by this
teaching of the devil, they thereby admit that
they are his allies or his children.

The soul is a synonymous term for being,
man, creature. Every man is a soul; no man

ossesses a soul. All animals are souls. The

criptures refer to the dumb beasts as souls.
—Numbers 31: 28.

The Scriptures give the proper definition of
soul, as follows: “The Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) God then in sub-
stance said to that soul, that man: In the day
thon sinnest thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:
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.. ’17) Did he mean that only the body shonld die,
but that the soul should live on forever? The
Seriptures answer: “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4) “What man ishe that *
liveth, and shall not see death? shall he deliver
his soul from the hand of the grave?’ (Psalm
89:48) “The dead praise not the Lord, neither
any that go down into silence.” _Psalm 115: 7.

In not a single instance in the Old Testament
can the word sheol represent a place of con-
seiousness in which the dead are suffering tor-
ment. On the contrary, in every instance the
Scriptures show that sheol means the grave,
hell, the condition of the dead, the condition of
s11ence, where there is neither knowledge nor
wisdom.

\

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Greek word hades, translated hell in the
New Testament, is exactly the same as the
Hebrew word sheol. In Acts 2:27 the apostle
Peter quotes from Psalm 16:10, proving this
point. Other proof texts of this point are 1
Corinthians 15: 54,55, referring to the same
thing as mentioned in Isaiah 25:8 and Hosea
13:14. Without doubt, then, the words sheol
and hades mean the unconscious condition of
the dead in the tomb, awaiting God’s appointed
time to awaken them in the resurrection.

GEHENNA—DESTRUCTION

Jesus tanght the Jews. All his disciples were
Jews. They understood that at some time fa-
tare Jesus would set up his kingdom, and they
* expected to be a part of it. On one occasion
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they disputed amongst themselves as to who
would be the greatest in his kingdom. Jesus,
knowing this, called them to him and taught
. them; and in the course of his instruction he
sald to them: “And if thine eye offend thee,
pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into
the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire: where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”
(Mark 9:47,48) This text has long been a
favorite with the hell-

‘ fire screechers. In it

! / /' they think they have
conclusive proof that

\ the sinners are pun-
- ished by torment in a

quenched. They argue
with great warmth that
the worms die not. But
be it noted that the only
thing mentioned as dy-
ing not are the worms.
Therefore, it is worms
that are immortal, from
their viewpoint. Noth-
___-__._-—-—,~1ng is said about himan
beings as alive and con-
scious in that fire.

The word hell in this text is translated from
the Greek word gehenna. It is the Grecian mode
of expressing the name of the Hebrew phrase
“Valley of Hinnom.” Lying on the southern
Torder of the city of Jerusalem is the Valley of

-

fire whieh 1s never:
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Hinnom, sometimes called the Valley of Gehen-
-31a. The offal, garbage, bodies of dead animals,
ete., were brought out of the city and thrown
over the high embankment, down int~ the val-
ley. Fires were kept burning continually to de-
stroy this offal. No live creature was permitted,
under the Jewish law, to be cast into this valley
nor placed on the fire. When cast over the high
embanlanent these dead bodies would sometimes
fall on a ledge, and were destroyed by worms.
Anyone would understand that the Valley of
Hinnom was a place of destruction and there-
fore a symbo! of 'destruction. Every Jew under-
stood it thus. Surely Jesus had the same
thought in mind.

The Scriptures point out that the Israelites
were a typical people. For instance, the temple
and the priestly service of Jerusalem repre-
sented the royal priesthood in glory as the tem-
ple of God. Jerusalem was the city from which
authority went forth. It was the city of govern-
ment. The kingdom of God is represented in
the symbolic book of Revelation under the fig-
ure of a city, the New Jerusalem. (Revelation
21:2) Jerusalem therefore was intended to pic-
ture Christ’s kingdom about which these disci-
ples were disputing. The Valley of Hinnom,
used in connection with the city as a erematory,
pictured the destruction of those who were cast
out of the kingdom. The Scriptures, describing
the blessings and benefits of the holy city, the
new Jerusalem (the kingdom of God), declares
that everything that defileth or worketh an
abowination shall be kept out of the®same.
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(Revelation 21:27) The Valley of Hinnom, or
Gehenna, understood by all Jews as a place of
destruction, represents the condition of death
from which there is no resurrection and which
is described in the Scriptures as the second
death.

In this text (Mark 9:47,48) Jesus was lay-
ing down to the disciples the requirements to
enter into the kingdom, the holy city. Pride
" and ambition would be hindrances to one’s en-
tering therein. Jesus was instructing them that
the kingdom was of greater value to them than
anything else. In order, therefore, to make his
illustrations pointed and strong he referred to
the eye. Surely Jesus did not mean to tell the
disciples that if they expected to get into the
kingdom they must gouge out an eye! I dare
say that no advocate of hell fire is willing to
gouge out his eye voluntarily as a condition
precedent to entering into the kingdom. If we .
are to take these statements as literal then we’
would have to conclude, according to the eccle-
siastical teachers, that only one-eyed people
would get to heaven.

" What then did Jesus mean? To paraphrase
his language we understand him to mean this:
That eternal life as a member of the kingdom
of God is the greatest prize that can be received
by any one. Only those who are willing to make
a sacrifice of things earthly could be counted
worthy of it. If, therefore, any earthly thing
should offend one or prevent him from prepar-
ing for the kingdom, that he might enter in,
even though that thing be as dear as an eye it
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would be well to destroy that tbing. That is
to say, it would be better for him to saecrifice
“something dear to him than to lose this great
prize of life and be cast into Gehenna, a condi-
tion of everlasting and complete destruetion.
This destruction was pictured by both the fire
and the worms; and the destruction was so
complete that there was nothing left, thus fore-
shadowing that for these wilful ones there
would e no resurrection.

Every text in the New Testament wherein
the word hell appears, and is translated from
the Greek word gehenna, means everlasting and
complete destruction. One of the strong proof
texts on this point is the following: “And fear
not them which kill the body, but are not able
to kill the soul: but ratber fear him which is
able to destroy both sounl and body in hell.”
(Matthew 10:28) Jesus was instructing his dis-
ciples that they would have persecution from
their enemies, and that their enemies might kill
them. A distinction here is made between body
and soul: Body meaning only the human organ-
ism; soul meaning the heing, the creature, in-
cluding the right to life. The enemies of the
disciples of our Lord could do nothing more
than destroy their bodies. They could not affect
their future right to life. Jehcvah alone holds
that power. Therefore, Jesus said to them:
‘Do not fear these men who can destroy only
your bodies; but fear him, Jehovah God, who
has power to destroy both body and soul in
Gehenna’ The word desiroy here used is con-
clusive proof that the Valley of Gehenna was a
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pieture of destruction, and that the word hell
translated therefrom means destruction, from
which there is no resurrection. It shows, there-

fore, the fate of the wilful sinners after full
opportunity for life given by the Lord.
Again Jesus said: “Ye serpents, ye genera-
tion of vipers! how can ye escape the damna-
tion of hell?” (Matthew 23:33) Gelenna is the
word here translated hell. The words of the
Master were addressed to the scribes and Phar-
isees who, although being enlightened, wilfully
and wickedly misrepresented and persecuted
the Lord. Because they were deceiving the
people and blinding them concerning the truth,
Jesus said to them in substance: ‘You boast of
your piety and make a great outward show of
righteousness, but unless you change jour
course you will surely be destroyed in Gehenna.’
The counterpart of these Pharisees are the re-
ligious teachers of modern times who pose as
pious creatures and as representatives of the

Lord, and who yet deliberately misrepresent

his Word. They might take a lesson from the
above.

TARTAROO

From the time of Eden until the great deluge
the angels of heaven had much to do with man.
Some of these became wicked, and God enforced
his judgment against them at the time of the
great flood. Concerning them St. Peter says:
“For if God spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them
into chains of darkness, to be reserved uato
judgment.” (2 Peter 2:4) The word kel in this

]
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text is translated from the Greek word tartaroo.
Just why the translators rendered this word
hell is somewhat difficult to understand. They
evidently thought that these wicked angels or
demons were in hell, helping the devil to keep
up the fire and to put on the brlmstone Had
they read the text more carefully they would
have seen, however, that these angels are con-
fined in darkness; and if in darkness there
could not be much fire about.

The word tartaroo, as used by the Apostle in
this text, closely resembles the word fariarus,
a word used in Grecian mythology as the name
for a dark abyss or prison. Scientists tell us
that beyond a certain distance from earth’s sur-
face there is complete darkness; and there is
much proof to lead to the conclusion that these
evil spirits, or demons, who sinned in the time
prior to the flood, are restrained in this dark-
ness. However, the word fartaroo, as used in
this text, seems more particularly to refer to
an act than to a place. The text might properly
be rendered: God spared not the angels who
sinned, but degraded them, and delivered them
into chains of darkness. The degradation rep-
resented the depriving them of privileges, and
the darliness the condition in which they are
confined. We have not space here to discuss
the history of these demons, but respectfully
refer the reader to the publications, “What Say
the Scriptures about Spiritism?’ and “Can the
Living Talk with the Dead?’ This text is the
only place in the Bible that this Greek word
appears, and in no sense has it reference to man.
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From these Scriptural texts, therefore, the
proof is conclusive that hell is not a place of
conscious suffering; but that sheol and hades,
translated 2ell, mean the condition of the dead, =
from which the dead shall be awakened at the
resurrection ; that gehenna means the condition
of the wilfully wicked who die and have no hope
of a resurrection, but who are therefore com-
pletely destroyed; and that fertaroo represents
the eondition of degraded evil spirits,

POINTED QUESTIONS

The advocates of the conscious eternal tor-
ment theory will quickly now ask: If the dead
are not conscious, and if hell means the condi-
tion of silence, how about the rich man in hell
who lifted up his eyes, being in torment? How
about the thief in paradise? How about the
sheep and the goats, the latter going away into
everlasting punishment?

With much satisfaction the hell-fire advocate
rests his ease upon these three points. He con-
siders himself invulnerable. That the answer
may be more keenly appreciated it is deemed
well first to outline briefly the divine plan con-
cerning man as stated in the Scriptures. With
this clearly in mind the advocate of eternal tor-
ture will not feel so comfortable in his position.
We hope that he may be led to see the absurd-
ity of that pesition, however.

God created the first man a perfect creature
in his own image and likeness. (Genesis 1:27;
Deuteronomy 32:4) Jehovah set before man
life, liberty, and happiness upon a condition of
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complete obedienece. The penalty Jehovah pre-
scribed in his law for disobedience was death.
““Thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:17) The
Scriptures plainly state that the penalty for sin
1s death. (Romans 6:23) This is God’s law.
God is unchangeable. (Malachi 3:6) Having
made this law before man sinned, if Jehovah
sentenced man to eternal torment after man
had sinned, then God changed the penalty of
his law. This would be an ex-post-facto law.
Even imperfect men recognize an ex-post-facto
law as unrighteous. That is to say, no govern-
ing power could rightfully change the penalty,
for a erime and inflict that penalty on a person
after he had committed the crime. If God sen-
tenced Adam to eternal torment, he did not deal -
fairly with man. If God sentenced man to death,
then he ecould not consistently torture man eter-
nally; for he would be failing to carry out his
own sentence, therefore would be inconsistent.

BTERNAL PUNISHMENT

The ecclesiastical teachers use the terms eter-
nal torment and eternal punishment as synony-
mous. In this they are clearly wrong. One may,
suffer eternal punishment, but not eternal tor-
ture. One could not be eternally tortured with-
out consciousness ; but if his punishment is ever-
lasting death, that punishment would be eternal
or everlasting. God does punish the wicked,
and that punishment is death. There are de-
grees of punishment. If a man steals a chicken
he may be punished by imprisonment for thirty
days. His imprisonment lasts only during that
period of time. If he steals an automobile, he
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may be punished for five years in prison. If he
commits deliberate murder, his punishment may,
be death. In the latter case his punishment is
lasting, therefore everlasting insofar as man is
concerned.

Jehovah, consistent with the penalty men-
tioned in his law, sentenced Adam to death, not
to eternal torture. That judgment or sentence
reads: “Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of:
which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt
not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake;
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life: thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field:
in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.” (Genesis 3:17-19) By
what process of reasoning can a clergyman
stand with a pious face before an intelligent
audience and, in the light of the plain statement
of the judgment above set forth, say to them
that God sentenced Adam to eternal torment?

God enforced this judgment by expelling
Adam from Eden, causing him to feed upon the
poisonous elements which the earth outside of
Eden brought forth. The death sentence con-
tinued upon him for 930 years, after which time
he was completely dead. (Genesis 3:5) During
that time his children were born. The father,
being under sentence, was imperfect; and by
reason of the sentence of death his children
were born as sinners, and without the right to
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life. (Psalm 51: 5; Romans 5:12) Adam, when
he died, went to hell, the grave, the tomb. He
paid the penalty of the law. His children, who
have since then died, likewise went to hell, the
tomb, the grave. They have suffered as a result
of their father’s disobedience. This death upon
Adam and his children would be everlasting
unless God makes some provision for redeem-
ing man out of death and giving him an oppor-
tunity for life. Therefore, Jehovah made the
following clear and definite promise:

“T will ransom them from the power of the
grave; I will redeem them fromdeath: O death,
I will be thy plagnes; O grave, I will be thy
destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine
eyes.” (Hosea 13:14) The word grave in this
text is from the Hebrew word sheol, the same
word translated kell. The promise, therefore, is
that God will redeem mankind from hell.

It was a perfect man that sinned; and God’s
law provided that nothing but a perfect man
could redeem mankind from death. There was
no perfect man on earth who could accomplish
this purpose.—Psalm 49: 7.

Then Jehovah, in his great love for mankind
desiring to give them a full opportunity for life,
sent from heaven his beloved Son, Jesus, whose
life was transferred from the spirit to the hu-
man plane. Jesus was begotten by Jehovah;
therefore he was born perfect, holy and with-
out sin. (Matthew 1:20; Hebrews 7:26) de
had none of the contaminated blood from Adam.

Jesns plainly stated that he came to ransom
mankind from the grave and to fulfil the prom-
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ise God had made to this effect. (Matthew 20:
28; John 10:10) He died upon the cross; and
God raised him out of death, thereby providing
the ransom or redémptive price for mankind.
(John 3:16) The death and resurrection of
Jesus was a guarantee that all the dead in hell,
the grave,.in due time should be awakened out
of death.—John 5:29; Acts 17:31; 24: 15,

'CAN THOSE IN HELL GET OUT?

If the resurrection of the dead is true, then
this doctrine of eternal torment is as false as
the devil himself. If the dead can be resur-
rected, that fact is proof conclusive that they
will not be kept in eternal torture. If they are
there eternally, they could not be brought out.
Resurrection means an awakening and restora-
tion to life. If the resurrection of the dead is
thetruth, and is taught in God’s Word, then the
doctrine of inherent immortality is a deliberate
lie. Jesus plainly says that inherent immortal-
ity of man was the first lie told. (John 8: 44)
If inherently immortal, then men are not dead
but alive somewhere; and if alive, it would be
impossible to awaken them to life. Hence either
the doctrine of inherent immortality or that of
resurrection of the dead must fail. Which is
supported by the Bible?

t. Paul answers this question in the follow-
ing conclusive argnment: “For I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the
scrintuires; and that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the serip-
tures.” ,“Now if Christ be preached that he rose
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fromn the dead, how say some among you that
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen,
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain. Yea, and we are found false wit-
nesses of God; because we have testified of God
that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not
up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the
dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: and if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are
yet in your sins. Then they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable. But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
them that slept. For since by man came death,
by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be
made alive. But every man in his own order;
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end,
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to
God, even the Father; when he shall have put
down all rule and all authority and power. For
he must reigy, till he hath put all enemies under
his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death.”—1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4, 12-26.
Paraphrasing the Apostle’s words he says:
‘Jesus was resurrected. This statement is
gither true or false. If he was resurrected, it
is'a guarantee that all the dead shall be resur-
rected. If there is no resurrection, then they

_also which are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
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ished.” To perish means to cease to exist. No
one could perish and be in eternal torment at
the same time. Thus the Apostle shows that,
instead of being in conseious torment, the dead
are in the tomb, the hell of the Bible; that in
God’s due time they shall be awakened out of
death, every man in his own order; and that
during the reign of Christ he will destroy even
death, which i1s man’s great enemy. Thus is
conclusively proved the fact that the dead In
hell will be brought out through the power of
the resurrection through Christ Jesus. This
great boon and blessing to mankind is to be
granted during the reign of Christ, after his
second coming.

A complete discussion of the philosophy of
the ransom sacrifice and the awakening out of
death is to be found in Volumes I and V of
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES.

WHO ARE IMMORTAL?

Immortality means not subject to death. It
means inherent life. We have seen that man is
not immortal. The devil is not immortal; for
St. Paul plainly says that Christ, in due time,
will destroy the devil. (Hebrews 2:14) The
teachers of incandescent brimstone as the fate
of the wicked, have told us that the devil is the
fireman of hell. Upon the authority of these -
positive statements that the devil is to be de-
stroyed we respectfully ask them:-Who then,
when Satan is destroyed, will keep up the fire?

St. Paul tells us that God only hath immor-
tality. (1 Timothy 6:16) Jesus stated that the
Father would grant him this honor. The Apos-

i
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tle tells us that God did grant it unto Jesus.
(John 5:26; Philippians 2:9-11) Those who
compose the members of Christ’s body, and are
granted membership in his kingdom, likewise
will receive the prize of immortality; but none
other.—1 Corinthians 15: 53, 5¢; Rev. 2: 10.

RESTORATION OF THE WORLD

During the reign of Christ the living shall he
first granted an opportunity for life; and the
obedient ones shall be restored to perfection of
mind and body, and dwell on the earth forever.
The dead shall be awakened, and likewise given
a trial for life. (2 Timothy 4:1; Aects 17:31;
3:19-24) In this trial time, during the reign of
Christ, those who wilfully disobey the Lord
shall be punished by everlasting destruction.
(Acts 3:23; Psalm 145:20) This destruction
was pictured by Gehenna (in our Bibles trans-
lated hell), from which there is no resurrection.

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARDS

The scribes and Pharisees were the principal
men of Israel. They were leaders in the relig-
ious, as well as the political, part of that nation.
On one occasion, when our Lord was speaking
to them, he uttered the words which are gener-
ally recognized as the parable of the Rich Man
and Lazarus. The complete text of his utter-
ance is as follows: ,

“There was a certain rich man, which was
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day: and there was a cer tain
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his
gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with
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the erumbs which fell from the rich man’s table:
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried:
and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor-
ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Laza-
rus in his bosom. And he cried and said,
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor-
mented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son,
remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst
thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things: but now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented. And beside all this, between us and
you there is a great gulf fi.xed so that they
which would pass from hence to you cannot;
neither ean they pass to us, that would come
from thence. Then he said, I pray thee there-
fore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my
father’s house: for I have five brethren; that he
may testify unto them, lest they also eome into
this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham:
but if one went unto them from the dead, they
will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear
not Mases and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”
—Luke 16:19-31.

Ecclesiastical teachers insist that this Scrip-
toral statement is not a parable, but must be
literally construed. They confidently rely upon
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it as proof conclusive that the penalty of the
wicked is conscious torment in flames of fire,
eternal in duration, from which there is no pos-
sible relief. If the Scriptural statement is found
not to support the theory of eternal torture,
then that doctrine is without Seriptural support
anywhere, and must fail.

Consider carefully the words of our Lord
here used, view them as though literal, and see
to what reasonahble conclusion we are led.

Dives, the rich man, wore good eclothing and
had plenty to eat each day. Not another thing
is charged against him, so far as the record dis-
closes. All this wealth that he possessed, his
fine apparel and splendid food, may have been
given to him. If the possession of such is suf-
ficient reason to send one to eternmal torture,
then fully ninety percent of the clergymen of
our day are in danger of eternal terment. They
are rich in favor amongst men, if not so rich in
purse; and mostof them receive a comfortable
salary, They wear the very best of clothing,
and have plenty to eat, and manage to eat it,
If torment in flames of fire is the penalty to be
suffered by man because he pessesses such
things, what then could we expect to befall the
ultra rich, such as Mr. Rockefeller and Mr.
Henry Ford? Surely no one is so unreasonable
as to believe that these men should be tortured
eternally because they have muech money, plen-
ty of good clothes, and splendid food to eat.
Surely no one is so unreasonable as to believe
fhat a just and wise God would send a man to
eternal torment because he is frugal, energetic,
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and amasses a large amount of money, wears
good clothes and eats well.

Look for a moment at the other man, Laza-
rus, and what is claimed for him. Icclesiastics
answer: “He died and went to heaven. and
awakened in Abraham’s bosom.” If heaven is
only the size of Abraham’s bosom, then a very
few will be there, and most of the ecclesiastical
teachers would be left out. But what had Laza-
rus done to warrant the giving to him the great
prize of heavenly glory and ease? The Scripture
answers: Ile was a poor beggar, had no regular
food, was anxious to eat the erumbs that fell
from the rich man’s table, was full of sores, lay
at the rich man’s gate, and the dogs came and
licked his sores. If that is the fixed rule to the
heavenly way, then everyone who hopes to go to
heaven must become a beggar, lie at the gate of
some rich man, eat the crumbs that fall from
the rich man’s table, be full of sores, and have
the dogs come and lick him. Is there a sensible
man on earth who believes that such are the
divine requirements to get one into heaven?
How many clergymen and advocates of eternal
torture, who hope to go to heaven, are willing to
prove their belief that this is the way, by be-
coming beggars, having sores all over them,
lying at some rich man’s gate, and then letting
the dogs lick them? Not a single one will at-
temptit; for not a single one honestly believesit.

T'urthermore, these ecelesiastical teachers say
that Dives, the rich man, died and in hell lifted
up his eyes. Where is the man who ever saw a
dead man lift up his eyes?
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Probably the most absurd part of the literal
interpretation of this text is that Dives, in the
midst of a burning lake of fire and brimstone,
cries to Lazarus to come a long distance to him
with a single drop of water on his finger, and
put it on his tongue to cool his tongue in the
flame. How absolutely unreasondble! If the fire
is such as it is claimed by these advocates of
hell fire and brimstone, then Lazarus could not
get within twenty feet of the fire with a buoket
of water; and surely a single drop of water on
his finger would evaporate before he was within
forty yards of Dives.

A literal interpretation of this scripture is
shocking to reason. Itis more than shocking to
justice and love. A literal interpretation cannot
be true. Besides, the Seriptures conclusively
prove that the dead are unconscious, hence ean-
not be in torment. What then does this saying
of our Lord mean?

The following explanation is confidently sub-
mitted as appealing to the reasonable mind of
the person who knows the historical facts:

This Scriptural statement is a parable. The
rich man symbolizes or represents the nation of
Israel. The beggar, Lazarus, symbolizes or rep-
resents the Gentiles of earth who for a long
time were without God and without hope, and
who desired to be in harmony with God. Israel
was the only nation with which God ever made
a covenant. He gave to that people a Toyal
promise. (IlBxodus 19:5,6) He gave to them the
Law; he sent to them the prophets. He required
them to be taught of the Law. He established
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amongst them the true religion. He shielded
them from other nations and peoples round
about. He promised them that they should not
only have the position of royalty, but that if
they kept his covenant they should become the
greatest nation of earth, and through them all
other nations should be blessed.

Long years thereafter, when they had depart-
ed from their covenant, and when Jehovah pur-
posed to punish them, he said to Israel: “You
only have I known of all the families of the
earth: therefore I will punish you for all your
iniquities.” (Amos 3: 2) That nation, therefore,
enjoyed riches at the hands of Jehovah. The
royal robes, of purple and fine linen, symbolize
royalty and righteousness, which promise the
nation had. They received a great favor above
everything else at Jehovah’s hand when Jesus
came to them, and to no other people. (John
1:11) The Jews, as a nation, were favored
every way. (Romans 3:1,2) The scribes and
Pharisees, the leaders of Israel, rejected the
Lord; therefore the nation was cast off, just as
Jesus foretold. The royal promises were taken
from them as Jesus said: “The kingdom of God
shall be taken from you, and given to-a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof.” (Matthew
21:43) Officially, Jesus withdrew God’s favor
when he wept over Jerusalem and said: “Be-
hold, your house is left unto you desolate.”
(Matthew 23:38) Thereafter, the nation of
Israel was completely destroyed. The rich man,
the nation of Israel, therefore died; but the
peoples composing that nation lived on. Gener-
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ation after generation have come and gone, and
that people have beenin a condition of torment
ever since; for they have been hunted like wild
animals hunted to their dens. They have been
persecuted for centuries. The rich man, there-
fore, represents both the Jewish nation as a
polity and the people making up that nation.
After the nation was dead, the people of Israel
have been suffering great torment, and time
and again have cried unto the Gentiles for help.

Lazarus also died. Death means a change of
condition. For anindividual it means a change
of condition from entity to nonentity. To a
nation or people it may mean a change from
nonentity to entity. It may mean a change from
no favor to some favor. The death of Lazarus,
therefore, pictured the old conditions under
which the Gentiles had existed as passing over.
God’s favor came to the Gentiles from the day
of Cornelius. To this day the Lord has been
favoring the Gentiles with the prospects of the
kingdom.

Abraham, many times in the Scriptures, is
nsed as a type of Jehovah. The bosom is a
picture of a condition of favor; therefore Laza-
rus in Abraham’s bosom pictures the Gentiles
in the favor of God. When the Jews refused to
accept the gospel, and therefore rejected the
promises for the royalty of heaven, St. Paul
said: “It was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to you [Jews]:
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge your-
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn
to the Gentiles.”—Acts 13:46.



84 Hell--What Is 1t? Who 4re There?

The remainder of the parable we interpret hy
paraphrasing the langnage of the Scriptures as
follows: The Jews, persecuted by people of
every nation, have cried to God for help and
have prayed Jehovah to send Gentiles to their
aid to relieve them in their distress. They have
asked for water, which symbolizes the truth,
that they might be relieved. God has said to
them in substance: Remember that when you
were in my favor you had all the good things,
and the Gentiles [the Lazarus class] the bad
things. But now the Gentiles are comforted
with the gromise of the kingdom, and you are
tormented by your enemies. Besides, there is a
great gulf fixed between you and the Gentiles,
and that gulfis this: You reject the Lord Jesus
Christ as your Redeemer and Messiah and re-
fuse to become Christians; therefore you will
not and cannot be Christians and become Gen-
tiles. A Gentile cannot become a Jew and put
himself under the Law, nor even attempt to do
so; for he would thereby deny Christ Jesus as
the Messiah.

As to the five brethren: The people of Judea,
at the time this parable was uttered, were
divided; part of them linown as the tribe of
Judah, the other as the tribe of Benjamin, while
many had never returned from Babylon. If the
rich man represented the Jewish nation, com-
posed now generally of the tribes of Benjamin
and Judaly the other five would well represent
the Jews who were scattered abroad amongst
the other peoples. The request is introduced
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in this parable doubtless to show that God’s
favor had ceased toward the ten tribes as well
as toward those more directly in contact with
the Lord Jesus. The ten tribes had disregarded
Moses and the prophets. They did not return
to the land of promise; and now the other two
tribes, through their leaders, had rejected the
Lord, thereby ignoring Moses and the prophets,
who testified of the Lord Jesus. Therefore, to
the request that some one be sent to the five
brethren, the reply is given: They have Moses
and the prophets. If they will not hear these,
they would not be persuaded even if one were
raised from the dead.

Those living in the present time, and witness-
ing the fact that God’s favor is returning to the
Jew, as Jesus promised, by faith as well as by
extraneous evidence can clearly see that this
great gulf between the Jews and Gentiles is
being bridged; that the selection of the Church
is about complete; that the new covenant will
soon be in operation, and that then all the
Israelites shall have their eyes of understand-
ing opened and be permitted to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth, accept Christ as the Messiah,
and receive the blessings of life.

This was what St. Paul evidently had in mind
when writing to the Gentile Christians at Rome.
He said: “For I would not, brethren, that ye
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
. should be wise in your own coneeits; that blind-
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the ful-
ness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There
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shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob. For this is -
my covenant unto them, when 1 shall take away
their sins.” (Romans 11: 25- 27) The Apostle
here clearly shows that when the fnlness of the
Gentiles be come in, then opportunity for Israel
to be restored will be due.

This wonderful lesson the Lord Jesus was
here teaching in parabolic phrase to the Phari-
sees who, because of their arrogance, self-
esteem and self-importance, would not hear.
Others can learn a lesson from this, that the
favors of God should not be lightly held, but
appreciation thereof should be manifested. This
paraholic statement of our Lord, instead of .:
supporting the doctrine of eternal torture, fore-
shadows the justice of Jehovah executed against
a nation that rejected his favors; and this jus-
tice is administered in mercy and love, looking
to that time when the Lord would take away
their blindness and bring to them the blessings
of life everlasting. It also shows the people of
Israel that they missed the greatest prize of
heavenly royalty because of the wickedness of
their leaders.

Christians can get a lesson from this today.
Their leaders are ignoring the Lord and the
abundant testimony of his presence, and the
blessings that his kingdom will bring. This is
due to the fact that the modern Pharisees and
other leaders are standing in the way of many
who would accept the truth. There is a ceertain
responsibility upon all in proportion to their
knowledge. Hence he who hears should use his
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reasoning faculties and reach a conclusion him-
self and not be blindly Ied by the blind guides.

These ecclesiastical leaders have defamed the
name of Jehovah by inducing many to believe
that God has fixed a place of eternal torment
for his creatures, when the Lord plainly said
that no such wicked thing ever entered his§ mind.
The religious leaders of the Jews turned to
Baal worship, and builded altars to burn their
sons with fire, claiming that they were aunthor-
ized by God thus to do. This devil worship,
instituted by the ancient Israelites, has been
the basis for the doctrine of eternal torture by
their counterparts. Concerning them, God,
through the prophet, said: “They have built
also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons
with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which
I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it
mto my mind” (Jeremiah 19:5) “And they
built the high places of Baal, which are in the
valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons
and their daughters to pass through the fire
unto Molech, which I comunanded them not,
neither came it into my mind, that they should
do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.”
—Jeremiah 32: 35.

If it had never entered the mind of Jehovah
io resort to such a wicked thing, then how could
it possibly have entered his mind, long before
that or since, to fix a lake of fire and brimstone
in which his sons and his daughters must be
tormented day and night without any hope or
relief?t Eternal torment is without support in
the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
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! THE THIEF IN PARADISE

Advocates of hell-fire torment find another
favorite text which they claim sustains their
osition. It is that of the thief in paradise.
Luke 23:39-43) The contention is that the
thief died and went that same day to heaven,
and that heaven is here called Paradise; there-
by proving that the dead are conscious imme-
diately after death and continue so. They argue
with foree that if this is true, then the wieked
dead must be in conscious torment. Some of
them will say that though the wicked be not in
actual fire, yet being conscious, they are suffer-
ing mental anguish. We freely admit that if
the Seriptures prove that the dead are conseious
while dead, and before the resurrection, then
the position of these contenders is sustained by
this text. But the Secriptures show that the
dead are unconscious. Is it possible, then, that
the words of the Master are contradictory of
every plain statement of the Bible? f

e An examination of the Lord Jesus’ words
here concerning the thief establishes beyond a
doubt that his statement is entirely in harmony
with every text, and does not in the slightest
tend to show that the thief was alive the day
that he died or at any time since. Jesus was
crucified on the cross between two thieves. One
of the two malefactors who were hanged with
him railed on him, saying, “If thou be Christ,
save thyself and us. But the other answering
rebuked him saying, Dost not thou fear Gaod,
seeing thou art in the same eondemnation ? And
we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward
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of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing
amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remem-
ber me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”
The thief thus showed that he believed Jesus to
be the Messiah; that Jesus would have a king-
dom; hence he asked this favor. “And Jesus
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee today
shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

Advocates of conscious torment insist that
this text proves that the thief went to Paradise
(that is to say, to heaven) that very day and
was with Jesus; for, as they say, Jesus stated
that he should be with him that day. The
Seriptures prove conclusively that this is
wrong. Jesus died, went to hell, and stayed in
hell, the grave, for three days. He was dead.
(Psalm 16:10; Aects 2:27) The apostle Paul,
afterwards speaking of the Lord Jesus, said:
“And that he was huried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the seriptures.”
(1 Corinthians 15:4) It is ahsolutely certain
that Jesus had not heen to heaven during
those three days; for when he rose from the
dead Jesus said to Mary: “Touch me not; for
I am not yet ascended to my [Father.” (John
20:17) Torty days thereafter Jesus stood with
his disciples on the Mount of Olives and spoke
to them. “And when he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up; . . . And
while they looked stedfastly toward heaven, as
he went up, behold, two men stood by them in
white apparel.” (Acts 1:9-11) Thus the Scrip-
tures definitely prove that forty-three days
after Jesus had spoken these words to the thief

-
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he ascended into heaven. If the thief went to
heaven the same day that Jesus and the thief
were crucified, then the thief got to heaven
forty-three days ahead of the Lord.

Thus we see that it is utterly impossible to
reconcile the construetion that the hell-fire ad-
vocates place upon this text with the fact that
Jesus did not ascend to heaven for forty-three

days after his erucifixion. What, then, is the?

reason for this misunderstanding? It is a sim-
ple matter. The confusion has all come about
by men trying to twist the Word of God to
make it appear that the dead are conscious.
Doubtless they did this in all good conscience,
having themselves first been taught that the

dead are conscious somewhere. When they came

to the translation of this text, it was an easy
matter to make it appear that the facts con-
cerning the thief support their theory.

The New Testament was translated from the
Greek into the English language. In the Greek
language there were no punctuation marks at
the time these words were written. Punctua-
tion marks were invented in the early part of
. the sixteenth century. The translators had no
authority whatsoever to put a comma after
the word “thee” and the emphasis on the word
“today.” Now read the text with this following
thought in mind: Jesus was dying upon the
cross. The thief was dying upon the eross. The
thief asked a favor, and that favor was that
Jesus should remember him, the thief, when he
came into his kingdom. The reply was, to para-
phrase Jesus’ words: ‘I have heard what you

=
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have faid. I note your request. I say to you
now.” “I say to thee this day, Thou shalt be
with me in paradise.” Paradise is from the word
paradeisos. It is an Oriental word. It means
a park, an Eden, so rendered by all the best
authorities. It does not mean heaven. It means
the restored earth during the Millenmnial age.
‘When Jesus went to heaven he bade his dis-
ciples pray: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew
6:10) Christians have been praying for the
coming of his kingdom since that day. So it is
clear that the kingdom referred to by the thief
“was a long way in the future. What is really
‘meant by paradise is the kingdom of God on
earth under the control of Christ, the Messial.
During his Millennial reign Christ will restore
the earth to an Eden, Paradise. Isaiah wrote:

“The wilderness, and the solitary place, shall
be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice,
and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abun-
dantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing;
the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the
excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they shall
see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of
our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and con-
fim the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a
fearful heart, Be strong, fear rot; behold, your
‘God will come with vengeance, even God with
a recompence; he will come and save you. Then

the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the
~ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall
the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue
of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
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waters break out, and streams in the desert.
And the parched ground shall become a pool,
and the thirsty land springs of water: in the
habitation of dragons where each lay, shall be
grass, with reeds and rushes. And an highway
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called,
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass
over 1t; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring
men, though foels, shall not err therein. No
lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall
go up thereon, it shall not be found there: but
the redeemed shall walk there. And the ran-
somed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”—Isaiah 35.

The prophet Ezekiel, concerning the earth
during that time, says: “The land that was
desolate 1s become like the garden of Eden.”
(Ezekiel 36: 35) During that Millennial reign
of Christ the thief will be awakened out of
death. He is in the grave now. He has the
promise from Jesus that he shall be in para-
dise under the supervision of the TLord. Thus
an understanding of the divine plan clarifies
this scripture that has long troubled many hon-
est people. Briefly stated, Jesus said to the
thief: T am dying now. I am going to have a
kingdom. I will restore the earth. It shall be-
come like the garden of Eden, a paradise. But
I say unto you today that at that time you shall
be also in paradise” And thus the last prop
falls from under the hell-fire screechers, and the
name of Jehovah stands vindicated.
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WHO WANTS ETERNAL TORMENT?

In desperation the advocates of eternal tor-
ment will reply: ‘If there is a heaven there
must be a hell, a place of torture for the wicled.’
But you never heard of one of these advocates
who wanted such a place for himself or for any
of his loved ones or even for his dog or other
dumb animals. He always wants such a place
for some oue he does not like. He does not stop
tothinkthat he who would desire to see another
in eternal agony would be so devoid of any sense
of justice or love that lie himself would be un-
worthy of life or of any favors that flow out
from life. The apostle John says that he that
hateth his brother is a murderer; and surely
any one who would want another creature tor-
tured would have nothing in his heart for that
creature but hatred. (1 John 3:15) There is
not an honest man under the sun who would
cast a dumb brute into a boiling ealdron, or who
would slowly burn one to death with a red-hot
poker. It is only a perverted mind, made so by
the wicked influence of the evil one, that could
advocate such torture of any creature.

SHEEP AND GOATS

Our Lord gave utterance to another parable,
known generally as the parable of the Sheep
and Goats. All must admit that this is a para-
ble; for surely the Lord would not devote his
time to the dividing of literal sheep from literal
goats. The parable relates to the time of the
secdond coming of the Lord. The sheep men-
tiored by him without doubt symbolize a class
of people who have a desire for righteousness
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and a willingness to aid those who are striving
to do right ; whereas the goats represent a class
of people who wilfully neglect Christians and
persecute them because they are Christians.
The two animals very fittingly represent the two
classes. A sheep is an inoffensive animal that
would not harm any one; whereas the goat is
rude, unruly, disobedient and cruel, butting
everybody as opportunity is afforded. It is
quite easy to locate these two classes of people
at this day. Jesus concludes this parable with
the statement that the goat class receive ever-
lasting punishment, but that the righteous go
into life eternal.

Briefly stated, the parable as we understand
it means this: The Lord’s invisible presence
dates from 1874. For forty years thereafter is
the period of preparation for his kingdom, as
stated in the Scriptures. This brings us to 1914,
at which time the Lord took unto himself his
power to begin his reign, and the nations were
angry. (Revelation 11:18) (See full and com-
plete proof set forth in books, “Millions Now
Living Will Never Die” and “The Harp of
(God.”) The goat class pretend to be Christians;
and yet they negleet others who are Christians,
and not only refuse to minister unto them, but
do violence toward them.

The facts show that this is exactly whathas
occurred from 1914 and since. The majority of
the clergymen, of the various denominations in
the countries involved in the war, advocated
war; and not only neglected but persecuted all
other Christians who had consecientious seruples
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against killing their fellow man. These clergy-
men, and the principal of their flock, maligned
and misrepresented humble Christians. They
entered into a conspiracy and turned these
away from their doors, caused them to be 1ll-
treated, put many of them into prison, and
then, while they were in prison, failed to min-
ister unto their needs. They went even further,
and tried to keep these in prison. All this time
they claimed to represent the Lord and to
preach Christ’s kingdom. At the same time
there was another class of Christian men and
women who treated their fellow Christians
kindly. If they found some who held conscien-
tious scruples against war, they were kind to
them. If they found them in prison, they minis-
tered unto them. They did this kindness be-
cause they believed these humble ones to be
follovvers of the T.ord Jesus Christ.

The Lord shows a division of these profess-
ing Christians into two classes. He shows that
his favor is with all those who have a disposi-
tion toward righteousness; and if these advance
on to righteousness they shall have eternal life
during his reign. He shows his disapproval of
those who possess a wicked heart and a perse-
cuting disposition, and indieates that all who
would persist in manifesting this unkind, op-
pressive and persecuting disposition toward
the followers of Jesus because they are Chris-
tians should be punished. Concerning such he
said: “These shall go into everlasting punish-
ment.”

As heretofore set forth, punishment does not
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mean torment. The laws of the land would nof
permit any creature to be tormented. Our law
makers are not more righteous than God. We
have shown heretofore from the Scriptures that
conscious torment in fire never entered the mind
of Jehovah. . The greatest punishment man can
inflict upon another who is a criminal is death.
The Lord pointed out that the greatest punish-
ment thathe inflicts upon any of his creatures is
death, or destruection, from which there is to be
no resurrection. As to the kind of punishment
here meant by the Lord there can be no doubt,
for the reason that he said: “Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41) Now
itmust be admitted that the goat class here will
suffer the same punishment that the devil suf-
fers; and his punishment the Apostle clearly
states will be destruction. (Hebrews 2:14)
Hence the punishment inflicted upon the class
mentioned 1n this parable is destruction; and
since the destruction is everlasting, therefore
the punishment is everlasting.

The everlasting fire here mentioned does not
mean everlasting torment; for fire never pre-
serves anything that has life. Tn order to be
preserved in fire an article must have a thick
asbestos coat. It wonld follow then that if God
purposed to put the devil and his angels into
a place like that, in order to keep them from
being destroyed he would have to furmish them
withheavy asbestos coats or covering. But the
word punishmment used in this text is from the
Greek word kolasis, and means everlasting cut-
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ting off. The apostle Paul likewise shows that
this punishment means destruction. He says:
“Who shall be punished with everlasting de-
struetion from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power.”—2 Thess. 1:8.

LAKE OF FIRE

A lake of fire and brimstone is several times
mentioned in the book of Revelation. (Revela-
tion 19:20; 20: 10, 14, 15; 21: 8) All admit that
Revelation is written in symbols. Fire here is
used as a symbol of destruction. Gehenna fire
means a destruction from which there is no
resurrection, a complete annihilation. \We read:
“Death and hell [lwzdes] delivered up the dead
which were in them.” Thus are we shown that
the dead in hell shall be brought out in the
resurrection. And then we read: “Death and
hell [hades] were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:13-15)
Without question the lake of fire represents
destruetion. Death is not conscious; yet it will
be destroyed by the raising of the people up out
of death and giving them health and strength,
so that no man again will say: T am sick. (Isa-
iah 33: 24) When people quit dying, death w1]l
thereby be destroyed.

" Hell, the grave, the state of death, is to he
destroyed also; and every one of the wicked,
who are not worthy of life everlasting, are cast
intd this lake, the second death, the condition of
destruetion, from which there is no resurree-
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tion. God has promised to destroy death and
the grave. (Hosea 13:14) He will make good
that promise. “All the wicked will he destroy.”
(Psalm 145:20) All the obedient ones will be
granted life everlasting. “Then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy vietory ¥’—1 Cor-
inthians 15: 54, 55.

TURNED INTO EELL

The Psalmist says that the wieked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget
God. This means that those who are wicked
shall be turned into the condition of death, and
all the nations which forget God shalk die as
nations. And when the Lord’s kingdom is in
control, these wicked nations shall never again
come forth. ;

God could not be just, and fail or refuse to
carry out the penalty of his own law. Man
sinned and must suffer the penalty of death.
God could not set aside that judgment, but he
could consistently provide for its satisfaction
by peymitting.another perfect man to take the
place of the perfect one who had sinned. Thus
love provided the great plan of redemption.
The gift of God is life through Jesus ChTist our
Lord, who redeemed the race and who offers
life everlasting to all who will accept and obey
him.—Romans 6: 23.

For more than six thousand years human-
kkind have fallen vietims to the enemy death.
Generations have come and gone, moving like
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a great stream rapidly in its downward course.
Like blades of grass have the people sprung up
in the morning of youth, only to wither and die
in the evening of old age. Tenaciously each one
has clung to Jife. Nothing is so precious as life.
Many in all ages have diligently searched for
the fountain of eternal youth, that they mfght
live and not die. Scientists have searched in
every direction to find some way to stay the
ravages of the great enemy. All have failed.

MILLIONS RETURNING FROM HELL SOON

Death, a silent and relentless monster, has
swept away millions in times of peace and in
times of war. It has been no respecter of per-
sons. The rich and the poor, the strong and the
weak, the ruler and the peasant—all have come
to a conuunon level in death. In every age and
in every tongue the questions have been asked:
Shall the dead live again? Are we ever again
to see our loved ones that are gone? Those who
have asked these questions in sorrow, have
trudged along the great, broad way of destruec-
tion, and in due time have gone down into the
tomb. Sorrow has followed in the wake of the
enemy. This great sorrow is pictured by the
prophet of God speaking to the mother weeping
for her dead children:

“Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel
weeping for her children refused to be com-
forted for her children, because they were not.
Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from

ee'pmg. and thine eyes from tears: for thy
Worka_.shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and
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they shall come again from the land of the
enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith
the Liord, that thy children shall come again to
their own border.” (Jeremiah 31:15-17) Death
is here described as the land of the enemy;
and &hose left behind have been bidden to have’
hope that in due time their loved ones shall
come again to their own border. Those who
have heeded the Word of the Lord and exer-
cised faith in his Word have been comforted
by the words of St. Paul, who wrote:

“But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, coneerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also whieh sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him”—1 Thessalc-
nians 4:13, 14.

Jesus of Nazareth, the beloved Son of God.
that great Day-spring from heaven that visited
the people, said:

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth: they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life:
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of damnation.”—John 5: 28, 29.

Here the Master definitely states that those
who have done good:shall come forth to the
resurrection of life, and that those who have
done evil (all have been born evil, and obly
those who have turned to the Lord have done
good) shall come forth to a resurrection by
judgment. This word “Judgment” is mistrans-
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lated in our Bible “damnation.” There could
be no judgment without a trial. IF'rom our Mas-
ter’s words, then, all shall have a tral for life.
Corroborating this St. Paul writes:

“And have hope toward God . . . that there
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and unjust.” (Acts 24:15) Hope means
expecting a thing and looking forward with
pleasure and joy to the coming of that thing.
Millions have gone into the tomb, the hell of
the Bible; and many of their loved ones behind
have had hope for their future. They have
looked forward to a time when the dead might
be restored and again be with their loved ones.

TIME IMPORTANT

Long centuries have come and gone; and
with each sueceeding year the weary watchers,
while in this present life, have asked: “When
will the resurrection be?” God’s Word answers:
“In due time.” He is working out his great plan
according to his own sovercign will. Ifis wis-
dom is working exactly®n harmony with love;
and in due time the {ombh, that is to say the hell
of the Bible, shall give up the dead and they
shall come forth. The basis for the hope of
such is the resurrection of our Lord.

The apostle Paul plainly states that the death
and resurrecliion of Jesns is a guarantee that
the cleacl in their tombs shall ecome forth. (1
Cominthians 15: 12-25) Again, he says:

» “Because he hath appointed a day, in the
whish, he will judge the world in righteonsness,
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof

v
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he hath given assurance unto all men, in that
he hath raised him from the dead.”—Aects 17:31.
St. Peter says: “Times of refreshing shall
come from the face of Jehovah; and he shall
send Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto yon: whom the heaven must receive until
the times of restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph-
éts since the world began.”—Acts 3:19-21.
Again St. Paul writes: “The Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick [the living]

and the dead at his appearing and his ]\mg-

dom.”—2 Timothy 4:1.

These and many other corroborative serip-
tures prove conclusively that before the resur-
rection of the dead shall take place, the Loid
Jesus must come a seeond time; that he must
begin judging the living; and that after judg-
ing those living at his coming, then, during the
kingdom, the dead shall come forth. Some have
understood that at the second coming of the
Lord all the graves would be suddenly opened,
and all the dead immediately come forth; but
this and other seriptures prove that such is not
possible. First he comes; then he establishes
his kingdom. First he judges the living; and
then he calls forth the dead for judgment.

HIS COMING

When Jesus was about to take his departure
from earth he said to his disciples:

“I go to prepare a place for you. "Andaf I
go and prepare a plate for you, I will c’bme

again”—John 14:1-4. 0

When he ascended into heaven, two angels

g
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stood by and said to his disciples: ‘This same
Jesns shall come again.’ (Acts 1:11) All the
disciples believed in the second coming of the
Lord, and taught concerning it. So thoroughly
was his second coming, the end of the old order
of things, and the setting up of his kingdom
impressed npon the minds of his disciples that
three days before his death they propounded
to him this question: !

“Tell us, when shall these things be? and
what shall be the sign [proof] of thy coming,
and of the end of the world?¥” (Matthew 24:3)
They understood from his answer that it would
be a long time. Jesus knew that those living on
earth would recognize the time of his coming,
provided they were searching the Secriptures
and watching the fulfilment of prophecy. Those
whe have been watching and are now watching
can fully testify to this fact.

Jesns answered the disciples by saying: “For
nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes [mvolutions%
in divers places. All these are the beginning o

.sorrows.” (Matthew 24:7,8) That 1s to say,

the happening of these events would mark the
beginning of the sorrows of the old world and
the time of the end of the world and of his

. presence. These things have already been ful-

filled. They began to have their fulfilment in
1914; and other events stated by the Lord are
still in process of fnlfilment. He said, in addi-
tion io the above, that God’s favor would then
begin to return to the Jews, that there would
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be a great falling away; from ‘the faith, that
there would be persecution of Christians, and
that upon earth wounld be disiress of nations
with perplexity, men’s liearts failing then for
fiear, because of what they seel coming upor the
earth. Al these things are being fulfilled in our
day, bearing testinteny to thie fact that the Tioral
Jesus is present and that his kingdem Is at
hand. Therefozre, the time is here when, shortly
now, he shall begin the judgment and restora-
tion of those that are living, and in the gourse
of time those who are dead shall come forth.

Seeing that this testimony is so clear, cogent
and convineing, establishing the fact of the
Lord’s second presence, it can with confidence
be said that the resurrection of the dead will
soon begin. By the word “soon” we do not mean
next year, but, we confidently believe, before
another century passes away. That the restora-
tion judgments of the living are just at hand,
the evidences are convincing beyond a doubt.
[For a more exhaustive proof of this see the
books “Millions Now Living Will Never Die”
and “The Harp of God.”]

We are living today in the most wonderful
time during the six thousand years of man’s
history. The great Sun of Righteousness, the
Lord, the great King, is rising with healing in
his beams. The light is being shed forth, and
the vail of darlkness and superstition that has
enshrouded men for centuries is lifting, and
many are beginning to take heart. They see
that the living shall live and not die, and that
their beloved dead shall be returned to them.
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Happy is the man, ther, who today casts out
of his mind the devilish doctrine of eternal tor-
ture, and learns to know Jehovah, to know that
he is a God of love, justice, wisdom and power ;
who learns that Jesus is the great Redeemer of

« mankind, that he is now present, that his king-

dom is being put into operation, and that he
soon will awaken those that sleep in the dust
of the earth.

The God-dishonoring doctrine of eternal tor-
ment has been a great nightmare to the peoples
of earth. Happy is the man who now learns
that it is but a nightmare, a dream; and that
the truth of God’s Word is certain, that the
dead are not conscious m torment, but are
silent in the tomb, and shall be awakened and
given an opportunity for life.

TWO RESURRECTIONS

There are two general divisions of fhe resur-
rection; one known as the first or chief, the
other as general or common to all of mankind
except the Chureh. Those who parlicipate in
.the first resurrection arc the Christians who
“have heen faithful even unto death. Concern-
ing these the Lord Jesus, through the Reve-
lator, said:

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death
hath no power, but they shall he priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou-
safid years.” (Revelation 20:6) The apostle
Patl wns 80 stirred with the thonght: of partici-
pating in this first resurrection that. he said:

1
i

J
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“T count all things but loss, for the excellency

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:

that T may know him, and the power of

his resurrection. . . . If by any means I might
attain unto the resunectlon of the dead.”—

Philippians 3: 8-13. £

These faithful ones have the promise from
"the Lord of the very highest form of life,
immortality, dwelling with him_ in glory. To
such he said: “Be thoufaithfnl unto death, and
I will give thee a erown of life” (Revelation
2:10) These resurrected ones, with the Lord
Jesus, will constitute the Christ, the Messiah,
which is “the seed of promise.” Tt was to Abra-
ham fhat God made the promise: “In thy seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”
(See Galatians 3: 16, 27-29) From the time of
our Lord’s ascension on high until the sefting
up of his kingdom, the selecting and developing
of those who shall be associated with him in his
kingdom have heen going on. Now he has come,
and is setting up his kingdom; and through

this “seed” the blessing of life, liberty, and hap-‘
Emess shall be offered to the whole human raeg; -

rst to the living and then to those awakened
out of their graves. .

The order of the resurrection will be, ‘The
last first and the first last’; that is to say, those
who have died last shall be awakened first. In
the reverse order they shall be brought out of
the tomb, not all in one day but gradually, If
there were 100,000 people awakened out of the
graves every twenty four hours it would re-
quire fully nine hundred years to awaken all the
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dead. Gradually then, as the world is prepared
for them, the dead will return from the tomh.
As they come forth, the sorrows of earth will

‘he tirned into joy. The Prophet, in beautiful

phrase, deseribes those in the tomb being awalk-
ened thus:

“And the lfansoméd of the Lord shall return

“[from the land of the enemy death, hell of the

Bible], and come to Zion {God’s chosen ones,
“seed of promise,” Christ] with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.”—Isaiah 35: 10.

The poet has truly said:

“The earth is old with centurics,
But not for this she hangs her head,
Close to hier heart tlie sorrow lies:
. She hokls so many dead.”

But when the tombs of earth have given np
their dead and death and the grave are de-
stroyed, sorrows and {enrs shall likewise he
destroyed. Jesus, speaking in loving words

+through John the Revelator concerning that

happy time, says:

“And CGod shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall he no more death,
neither sorrow, nor erying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are
passecdd away. And he that sat npon the throne
said, Behold, T make all things new. And he
said unto me, Write: for these words are trae
and faithful.”— Revelation 21:4, 5.

Let all, then, who have been frightened by

i
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the doctrine of eternal torture awaken out of
their nig htmare and turn their hearts and minds
with hope toward the Lord. The kingdom of
heaven is at hand, and there awaits the peoples
of earth a day of unspeakable joy.

This wonderfully sweet storv of the divine
plan for the redemption and blessing of man-
kind is beautifully told in the Stunies v THE
Scrrprures. Read these books, together with
your Bible, and have your heart lightened and
your hope made strong.

When the plan of God is complete, his name
will stand vindicated before every creature that
lives; and all in heaven and in earth will be
heard to sing the praises of Jehovah and the
Lord Jesus, saying, “Great and marvelous are
thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true
are thy ways, thou King of saints.”—Rev. 15: 3.
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Over 3,700 pages, maroon cloth, gold-stamped
library edition size & x 73 inches, dull finish
paper, complete index of every scriptore ex-
plained or quoted throughout the seven volumes.

DELIVERANCE, by Judge J. F. Rutherford. A
book of 384 pages. As a help in reading, a
course of lectnres, illustrated, is mailed every
other week for twelve weeks. The volume is
bound in blue linen cloth, gold stamped, size
5 x 7% inches, dull finish paper. Send order to
nearest branch or to
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International Bikle Stundents Association
3117 Adams St., Brooklym N. ¥,
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Canadian Branch: 40 Irwin Av, Toronto, Ont.
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