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FOREWORD

O YOU know why this is such a

strange period of history, a day of
probes and exposures? The world’s
Judges, preachers, nations, financiers
and politicians, and all of Satan’s or-
ganization ave before the bar of divine
judgment, It is a fearful time for
them. A just and fair trial and judg-
ment ol the people’s cause is just
ahead, The outeome will be glorious
for mankind. Read herein about it,
and hail the day!

THE PUBLISHERS



JUDGMENT

THE night was exceedingly cold. A heavy gale
was driving the snow and sleet. The un-
protected were chilled to the bone. The shops
were closed, and there was no shelter in the
street to shield one from the fury of the storm.
Just around the corner stood a church edifice.
Not only was it a place of shelter from the driv-
ing storm, but the steam from its furnace
warmed the atmosphere inside and made the
church a pleasant place in which to rest. There
was a light in the vestibule, indicating that the
church door was unlocked.

A dozen or more ragged and hungry men and
women simultaneously rushed for the church
door that they might find some relief from the
perils of the night. They entered the church
building quietly and orderly. The church ser-
vice was in progress. The velyvet-padded pews
of ease and elegance were occupied by a small
number of old ladies and a few men, all of
whom appeared to be those who enjoyed finan-
cial prosperity. Farther back in the room a
young man sat alone. Seeking knowledge, he
had thought he might learn something in that
church ; hence he had gone in.

The hymn had been chanted, the prayer ut-
tered, and the collection had been gathered in
silver platters. For some moments the preacher
had recounted to his small congregation the
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4 JUDGMENT

many important things the church had acecom-
plished concerning the World War and the
election of public officers and the enforcement
of the dry law.

Suddenly the door swung ajar an(l a great
gust of wind forced a cloud of sleet and snow
inside the warm room, followed quickly by the
ragged company ol men and women above men-
tioned who were seeking shelter {from the storm.
T'he minister paused in his oration and with a
seowl wut(!'huti the unwelcome visitors crowd
into the rear pew provided for the less pros-
perous. Fixing hig eyes upon the unfortunates
the minister continued to gaze at them in
gilence until every eye in the room was turned
in the divection of the motley newcomers.
Some of the women had no head covering and
their hair was matted with snow and sleet. The
men were not pleaging in appearance. They
had been suffering outside from the storm, but
now, observing that they were unwelcome,
they were even more uncomlortable under the
gsearching gaze of the minister and his rich pa-
rishioners. 1'he young man who sat alone looked
upon this poor company with great pity. - He
was the only one in that presence who did.

After what seemed an interminable pause
the minister, with his gaze still fixed upon the
bedraggled company in the rear, with great
gravity and with pious and sanetimonious voice
began to speak. s words were in substance
these:

“The judgment of God is against you. The
storm has driven you from the outside. Here
you have come and found proteetion and
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warmth. You come here not to do the church
any good nor to build up society and the gov-
ernment. You come here only because you are
driven here by this storm from heaven. Soon
the storms of hell will be beating against your
naked sounls and you will find a heat from which
you cannever eseape. In that place of doom the
fires are never quenched and the worm dieth
not. T warn you to escape the wrath of God
now while you can. Go and find work. Save
your money and come here and pay your vows
and your obligations to the church., Let the
judgment of this night that has driven you into
this blessed church be a warning to you to flee
from the wrath of God to come. Behold, he
comes to execute judgment upon all the ungod-|
ly. Beware! The church alone can render you
aid, but you must do your part.” Then with the
voice of assumed charity the minister added,
addressing the congregation: “We will now
receive the silver offering for .foreign mis-
sions.” <‘

With the henediction said, the favored ones
of the eongregation gathered around the minis-
ter to commend him for his timely words of
warning to that uneouth people that had un-
ceremoniously interrupted the church service.
While this was being done the ushers saw to 1t
that the ragged, motley and hungry visitors
were quickly sent forth from the building. As
they huddled in the street outside the door
some of the women asked: “Do you think this
is the beginning of God’s judgment against us?
If this storm is just the beginning, what will
hell be?”
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The lone young man had followed the com-
pany of unfortunates out of the church. He
saw their pinched faces and shivering bodies
and their seeming distress of mind as well as
of body. They disappeared in the darkness. He
hurried away to his room. He kept agking him-
gell these questions: “Does that minister rep-
resent God? Is that ehureh the church of the
loving God? Those men and women seemed to
be very poor. Will God’s judgment be particu-
larly harsh against the poor? Is not the Bible
God's Word of truth? Does it not say that God
is loye? How then can that church represent
God?” Then and there the young man resolved
to begin a caveful study of the Bible, that he
might learn what is meant by the judgment day
and who will be judged and what will be the
result upon those who are judged. What he
learned from the Bible is set forth in the follow-
ing pages. Lt is the truth, beeause taken from
the Word of God.

Delinitions

Judgment : Judgment means a formal judicial
decree delivered or entered on record by one
having authority and jurisdietion of the ease
or subject matter under consideration. A judg-
ment is delivered or rendered by a judge.
Judge: A judge is one who judicially pronoune-
es sentence or renders judgment, He must be
clothed with power, authority and jurisdiction
so to do.

Legal: Judgments may be rendered either le-
gally or illegally. One who wrongfully assumes
to render judgment does go illegally. A legal
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judgment is rendered by a fully qualified judge
after hearing the facts, weighing the same, and
applying the facts to the law. The judgment
rendered by one having neither authority nor
jurisdietion is void, and no one is hound to obey
it. A judgment rendered by one having power
or authority or jurisdiction is binding.

Issue: The word issue, as used in connection
with judgment, means the question or material
point that is in dispute and which is submitted
to the judge for determination. The issue or
gquestion in dispute may be affirmed by one and
denied by another. The rights of the parties to
the issue joined are considered and determined
by the judge hearing the matter. When a crea-
ture is on trial before a court or judge and the
question or issue is whether he has disobeyed
the law, the facts are heard and the law applied
to the facts, and then the judgment follows.
Trial: The trial or hearing of the facts must
precede the rendering of the deeree or judg-
ment. It follows, therefore, that there can be
no just or proper judgment rendered without a
hearing or trial.

Jehovah God is the great Judge over all. All
rightful authority proceeds from him. He holds
the power and jurisdiction over all matters and
therefore he can delegate that power, author-
ity and jurisdiction to any one whom he may
choose. He is the Supreme Justice: “For God
i1s judge himself.”—Ps. 50: 6.

God is just and mereiful. “Justice and judg-
ment are the habitation of thy throne: merey
and truth shall go before thy face.” (Ps. 89:14)
“The law of the Lord is perfect... . The
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statutes of the Lord are right” (Ps. 19:7, 8)
Therefore God gives every ecreature a fair trial
or hearing before final judgment is rendered.
His judgments arve impartial. “Ye shall not
respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear
the small as well as the great; ... for the judg-
ment is God’s.” (Deut. 1:17) God therefore
assures every one a fair hearing or trial. “Doth
our law judge any man before it hear him, and
know what he doeth?'—dJohn 7:51, -

Judge Christ Jesus

After the consecration of Jesus, at the time
of his baptism in the Jordan, Jehovah God ap-
pointed and anointed him as the great Judge.
That means that Jehovah God delegated to his
beloved Son the power and authority and
jurisdiction to hear and judge all ereatures.
Jesus Christ was clothed with all power and au-
thority in heaven and in earth at his resurrec-
tion. (Matt. 28:18) It is written concerning
him: “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son.” (John
5:22) In due time must “all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ”. (2 Cor. 5:10) Aect-
ing as Jehovah God’s exeeutive officer Jesus
Christ renders judgment in full accord with the
will of God.
Jurisdiction: The literal meaning of the word
jurisdietion is “the right to say”. It means the
right, power and authority to hear and to de-
termine the cause under congideration and to
execute the same. Of necessity time enters into
the matter because there is a proper or due
time to hear and determine causes of action.
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The faet that Jesus Christ was clothed with
power and authority at a specific time does not
mean that he would immediately begin to exer-
cise that authority and render judgment. Jeho-
vah God fixes the due time to hear and deter-
mine all matters. When the court is set for
hearing, that is the proper and due time. Be-
fore Jehovah God, the great Supreme Judge.
delegates power and authority to others to aet
as judges, he puts them upon trial and judg-
ment. We now congider the judgment

Of the Judges

Since all authority proceeds from Jehovah
God he delegates power and authority to
others. This he does only after a trial and
judgment of those whom he makes judges. His
heloved Son was God's active agent in the ere-
ation of all things. Then he was made flesh and
dwelt amongst men on earth that he might by
his full obedience to God’s law hecome the Re-
deemer of man. (John 1:14, 29) At the Jordan
he made an agreement to do God’s will, which
>meant that he must be fully obedient to God’s
expressed law. At that time God made a cove-
nant with Jesus that he should be the great
Judge and Ruler of all ereation. But before the
authority was fully and completely conferred
upon Jesus he must undergo a trial and be
judged and prove worthy. For three and a half
years Jesus was subjected to the most severe
test, which brought upon him much suffering.
He learned obedience by the things which he
suffered. (Heh. 5:8) He “became obedient unto
death, even the [ignominious] death of the
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cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is above every
name”. (Phil. 2:8-11) He was tested and
proved by Jehovah and was made judge over
all creatures, to hear and render judgment in
God’s due time. That includes power and au-
thority to judge his associate judges; also to
judge the elergy, the nations, the financiers,
" the politiciang, Satan and his organization, and
all the peoples, including the living and the
dead.

God planned that Jesus Christ should have
associated with him a small company taken
from amongst men, who in due time should par-
ticipate with him in judgment. Each one of
these must first fully agree to do God's will,
which means consecration; and then each must
be put upon trial and in that trial must prove
himself loyal and faithful unto God and to
Christ. Jesus gaid to his diseiples that because
they had been faithful with him in his trials
they should share with him in hig kingdom, and
in his throne or judgment seat.—Luke 22: 28-30.

To those who agree to be his followers Jesus
says: “And he that overcometh, and keepeth
my works unto the end, to him will I give pow-
er over the nationg.” “T'o him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with me in my throne.” (Rev.
2:26; 3:21) Again, it is written: “Do ye not
know that the saints shall judge the world?”?
(L Cor. 6:2) From the time one becomes a trus
follower of Christ until his death he ig on trial.
The final judgment concerning suech is rendered
by the Lord Jegus Christ when he comes to his
temple.—Mal. 3:1-3; 1 Pet. 4:17; Ps. 11: 4, 5.
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God made man for the earth, not for heaven.
Only those who are faithful unto death in doing
the will of God will be a part of the heavenly
kingdom. Jesus said that not every one that
says, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom, but
“he that doeth the will of my Father”. (Matt.
7:21) These will be associate judges with
Christ in a part of his judgment work.

Of the Preachers

The rule of action, or law of the judgment, is
written in the Bible, which is God’s Word of
truth. All just judgments are rendered in full
accord therewith. For this reason the student
of the Bible can determine from the Bible what
will be the nature of the judgment of the Lord.
Jesus Christ renders such deeree or judgment,
and his followers have something to do there-
with. (Psa. 149:8, 9) The due time for judg-
ment to begin has come, and therefore the per-
son who is devoted to God can study the matter
and get an understanding thereof.

The preachers or clergymen claim to have
agreed to do God’s will. They elaim to be rep-
resentatives of God and of Christ. Among them
there have been some good men and many who
have been otherwise. A man is good only when
he is entirely devoted to God. God calls those
who are truly his sons his “watchmen”. Be-
cause the preachers pose before the people and
claim that they represent God and that they
are his sons, God caused his prophet to write
concerning them and ironically to ecall them
watechmen. These men claim to have a knowl-
edge of the truth., They are therefore on trial
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as preachers or claimed representatives of the
Lord.

The unfaithful preachers have ignored God’s
Word and have looked to their own selfish in-
terests. They have used their congregations
to further their own desires. They love honor
of men and seek their own personal comfort,
each one looking to his own congregation for
the things that he wants. Concerning such
(God’s prophet wrote: “His watchmen are blind;
they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs,
they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving
to slumhber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which
can never have enough, and they are shepherds
that ecannot understand; they all look to their
own way, every one for his gain from his
quarter.”—Isa. 56: 10, 11.

Many of the clergmen or preachers have
joined forces with Big Business and profession-
al politicians and have tried to exalt themselves
and have lost sight of God’s Word. They favor
the rich and influential because they reason it
will be to their own good. They make the in-
fluential men the favored ones of their congre-
gation or the principal onesg of their flock. They
delight to have the rulers in their chief pews
and they push out the poor and ragged and
those without influence for fear that they will
offend the rich and that this would work to the
clergymen’s disadvantage. They do not really
love God, and they serve him only with their
mouths by making speeches of great gravity
and assumed piety. Those men have become in-
toxicated with the teachings of the world, such
as evolution, the great achievements of men,
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and what their church ‘organizations have
wrought. Concerning such it is written: “Stay
vourselves, and wonder; ery ye out, and cry:
they are drunken, but not with wine; they stag-
ger, but not with strong drink. For the Lord
hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets
[preachers] and your rulers, the seers hath he
covered. And the vigion of all is become unto
you as the words of a book that is sealed, which
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read
this, I pray thee: and he saith, I eannot; for it
is sealed ; and the book is delivered to him that
is not learned, saying, Read this, T pray thee:
and he saith, I am not learned. Wherefore the
Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near
me with their mouth, and with theirlips do hon-
our me, but have removed their heart far from
me, and their fear toward me is taught by the
precept of men: therefore, behold, I will pro-
ceed to do a marvellous work among this peo-
ple, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men shall
be hid.”—Isa. 29:9-14.

The clergymen claim to represent God and
call themselves “the shepherd of the flock” or
congregation, which they serve. They do not
try to feed the congregation upon the proper
Word of God. Their interest is centered in
themselves and they feed themselves on the
things that please themselves. God likens them
unto the shepherd who selfishly neglects his
flock. Concerning them he caused their judg-
ment to be written in his Word, as follows:
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“Thus saith the Lord God unto the shepherds
[elergymen], Woe be to the shepherds [preach-
ers]| of Israel that do feed themselves! should
not the shepherds [preachers] feed the flocks?
Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool,
ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the
flock. The diseased have ye not strengthened,
neither have ye healed that which was sick, nei-
ther have ye bound up that which was broken,
neither have ye brought again that which was
driven away, neither have ye sought that which
was lost; but with force and with ceruelty have
yve ruled them. And they were scattered be-
cause there is no shepherd: and they became
meat to all the beasts of the field when they
were scattered. My sheep wandered through all
the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea,
my flock was scattered upon all the face of the
earth, and none did search or seek after them.
Therefore, ye shepherds [preachers], hear the
word of the Lord: . . . Behold, I am against the
shepherds [clergy]; and I will require my flock
at their hand, and eause them to cease from
feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds
[preachers] feed themselves any more; for I
will deliver my flock from their mouth, that
they may not be meat for them.”—Izek. 34: 2-
)]

When reading these words of God’'s prophet,
call to mind that little company of poor who
fled from the storm into the church building
and who were refused aid and comfort. Call
to mind the desire of the clergyman on that oe-
easion to please those of his congregation who
conld afford to occupy the padded pews.
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The preachers have frightened the people by
falsely telling them that God would consign
them to purgatory for a long while and later
transfer them to eternal torment where they
would be tortured for ever. They have told the
people that each one has a soul that can not
die and, it being in hell torment, that eondition
of suffering would obtain eternally. They have
told them that such is God’s judgment. Such
statements are lies, and God ecalls them such.
He says that he did not authorize these men to
speak in his name and to represent him as a
fiend, because such a wicked thing as torture
was never in God's mind. (Jer. 32:35) “Then
the Lord said unto me, The prophets [preach-
ers] prophesy lies in my name; I sent them not,
neither have I commanded them, neither spake
unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vi-
sion and divination, and a thing of nought, and
the deceit of their heart.” (Jer. 14:14) God
has deereed that there. will come a time of
trouble which will destroy the wicked organiza-
tions that oppress the people. The preachers
deny this, and the Lord says to them: “There-
fore thus saith the Lord concerning the proph-
ets [preachers] that prophesy in my name,
and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and
famine shall not be in this land; By sword and
famine shall those prophets [clergy] be con-
sumed.”—dJer. 14:15.

The rich and influential in the church denom-
inations are the “principal” ones of the flock
or congregation, and they influence improperly
the preacher or shepherd. Those shepherds
now enjoy good pasture for themselves. Of
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course “the principal of the flock” gladly pay
the preacher, thinking that by so doing they
will receive immunity or absolution from their
wrongful acts. Concerning such the Lord de-
crees: “Howl, ye shepherds, and ery; and
wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of
the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of
your digpersions are accomplished ; and ye shall
fall like a pleasant vessel. And the shepherds
[preachers] shall have no way to flee, nor the
~ principal of the flock to escape. A woice of the
ery of the shepherds, and an howling of the
principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the
Lord hath spoiled their pasture.”—dJer. 25:
34-36.

In these days the clergy are the ones who
oppose all persons who try to teach the people
the plain truth of the Bible. They do not want
the people to know the truth, because it would
interfere with their wrongful c¢ourse. During
the World War they caused many faithful
Christians to be imprisoned and beaten beeause
they were telling the truth. The Lord Jesus
calls all his faithful followers his “brethren”
and counts them as part of himself because
they are his body members. (Heb. 2:11) Books
explaining the Bible, and which enable the peo-
ple to understand God’s Word of truth, were
gathered up by the preachers during the War
and since and burned. The preachers strut
about assuming great wisdom and warn the
people to read nothing that is printed concern-
ing the Bible unless it is endorsed by the clergy-
men. The Lord gave a parable in which he
likened such preachers munto “billy goats” thav
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selfishly abuse those who are in their way. Such
men claim to be God’s song, but they are in fact
the children of Satan the Devil. (John 8:42-44)
In the parable Jesus says concerning them: “L
was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked,
and ye clothed me not; sick and in prison, and
ve visited me not. Then shall they also answer
him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hun-
gered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or
sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto
thee? Then shall he angwer them saying, Verily
1 say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one
of the least of these [my brethren], ye did it
not to me. And these shall go away into ever-
lasting punishment; but the righteous into life
eternal.”—Matt. 25:43-46.

Of the Nations

God organized the Jews into a nation and
made a covenant with that people to give them
life if they kept his law. That nation was on.
trial. They being unfaithful to their covenant,
God rendered a final decree against them and
took away the right to rule. (Ezek. 21:24-27)
He cast the Israelites away from him and per-
mitted their nation to be destroyed. In due
time he will grant the Jews an individual new
trial.

At the casting away of Israel the Gentile na-
tions were permitted to have full sway in the
earth. The Lord God placed sufficient informa-
tion within the reach of these nations to let
them know that he is the only true God. The
Gentile nations, therefore, were put on trial for
an attempt to establish a desirable govern-
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ment., Many of such nations adopted a religion
and called it the Christian religion, and have
since called themselves Christian nations. The
men that rule the nations of the earth today are
anytlnng but the followers of Christ. Christ
Jesus is “the Prince of Peace”. He restated his
Father’s commandment : ‘Thou shalt not kill.”
‘When the great World War came, the nations
of so-called Christendom, or “organized Chris-
tianity”, not only indulged in that war, but en-
acted laws compelling young men fo go to war
and kill each other. No one was able to give a
good reason why the war was being fought.
‘While the war was in progress the nations took
advantage of the condifions and saddled upon
the people many burdens ip the way of unjust
laws, greatly inereased taxation, and other bur-
dens contrary to righteousness.

It is well known by all persons that the laws
of the so-called Christian nations are enforced
with great partiality. The rich and the influ-
ential escape the punishment for the violation
of the law, while they also use the law to bur-
den and oppress the less fortunate. The poor
man has little or no show in the eourts. The
ways of the nations are not equal. The nations
of so-called Christendom are ruled by Big Busi-
ness, big politicians, and big preachers. All
have forgotten God and turned to the false
teachings of evolution and seience so called.
Concerning such God's decree is announced
thus: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and
all the nations that forget God.” (Ps. 9:17)
'Hell, as used in this text, does not mean eternal
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forment, but it means oblivion. These evil
nations shall cease to exist.

Today the so-called Christian mations are
armed to the teeth, in fear that an attack may
be made by one upon another. God foreknew
the conditions that now exist and foretold such
through his prophets. These so-called Chris-
tian nations set up the League of Nations and
‘claim it to be an expression of God’s kingdom
on earth. The preachers have tried to inveigle
some of the true Christians into this unholy
alliance. Concerning such, God says: “Therefore
wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, until the day
that T rize up to the prey; for my determination
is to gather the nations, that T may assemble
the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indigna-
tion, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth
shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.”
(Zeph. 3:8) “And he that overcometh, and
keepeth my works unto the end, to him will T
give power over the nations: and he shall rule
them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a pot-
ter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I
received of my Father.” (Rev. 2:26, 27) Then
says the Lord: “And in the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it
ghall stand for ever.” (Dan. 2:44) God is now
setting up his kingdom, or trune nation, and
through it his blesssings for the people of the
nations will be given to them that obey him.—
Gen. 22: 18.
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Of the Financiers

It is written in God’s Word: “For the love of
money is the root of all evil; which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many sor-
rows.” (1 Tim. 6:10) The men who control the
money of the world are called financiers. They
grow rich by juggling with that which is pro-
duced by others. These men usually possess
more than ordinary intelligence. They know of
God; some of them have even gained some
knowledge of God’s plan. Their greed and love
for money and for the power it brings have led
them to be oppressors of the people. Some of
them have become so very selfish that human
life is not sacred to them but is counted a com-
mon thing.

These men have formed and operated great
inanimate bodies called corporations. These
organized corporate powers are employed as
agencies of great oppression upon the people.
The men who use them must know that they
are not doing right. If a man stands in the way
of these organized systems’ accomplishing their
selfish purpose they do not hesitate to hire the
professional killer to remove such obstruction.
If a man brings to light some important inven-
tion, and selfish financiers believe it to be to the
advantage of their corporation, they find some
way of defrauding the inventor out of the
fruits of his labors.

The farmers grow their erops at the cost of
money and much labor, but the price thereof
is fixed by the heartless corporations. These
hoard their ill-got gains and think such will be
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able to deliver them in the time of trouble.
There are about 280 men who control the great
corporations and the money power of Ameriea,
and each one of these has an annual income of
a million dollars or more. There are more than
110 million people in America, most of whom
are in very ordinary eircumstances. There is
a great disparity in the number of the rich and
those who are not rich.

Just now it is a common thing to hear the
cries of the people against their oppressors.
God hearg those eries and he will set right all
matters in his due time. He has announced in
his Word his judgment against those who are
responsible for these eries. It is written: “Go
to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches
are corrupted, and your garments are moth
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and
the rust of them shall be a witness against you,
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have
heaped treasure together for the last days. Be-
hold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped
down your fields, which is of you kept back by
fraud, erieth: and the eries of them which have
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of
Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the
earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished
your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have
condemned and killed the just; and he doth not
resigt you."—Jas. 5: 1-6.

The cruel and oppressive eorporations or-
ganized and operated by a few selfish men the
Lord likens unto a fierce lion amidst harmless
lambs. The poor are powerless against such
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harsh lions. When God’s judgment is enforced
against the great corporations owned and op-
erated by men, he will destroy their power and
they will cease to oppress and coerce the peo-
ple. The government of God under Christ, the
great Judge, being in full sway in the earth
then, there will be no harsh organizations sym-
bolized by lions. They will cease for ever. “No
lion shall be there, nor any ravenous bheast shall
go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but
the redeemed shall walk there.”—Isa. 35: 9.

Of the Politicians

Those who exercise rule over the people are
properly called politicians. One holding a pub-
lic office and who looks well fo his own advan-
tage is a professional politician. Such in part
constitute the visible part of the ruling powers
over the people. A ruler is also ealled a prince.
During a political campaign such men seek
office and promise much to the people, but,
when elected, straightway forget their prom-
ises. The Liord mentions such in‘his Word: “As
a roaring lipn, and a ranging bear; so is a wick-
ed ruler over the poor people.” (Plov 28:15)
The ruler that has not understanding is also an
oppressor.—Prov. 28: 16. |

The great politicians or statesmen assemble
from time to time to determine what is for the
best interest of their respective countries.
Such a conference was held in Paris in 1919,
Although God had furnished the proof that the
time had arrived for his righteous Son to be-
gin his reign and establish righteousness, these
politicians or rulers took counsel together
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against the Lord and his Anointed: “The kings
of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together, against the Lord, and against
hig anointed, saying, Let us break their bands
asunder, and cast away their cords from us.”
—Ps.2:2, 3.

Then the Lord sets forth his judgment
against such and advises what he will do for
them: “Then shall he speak unto them in his
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.
Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of
Zion. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron;
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s
vessel.” (Psa. 2:5, 6,,9) To the same effect is
the Lord’s judgment announced in Jeremiah
51122, 23.

Further speaking of his judgment upon such,
and of the righteousness of his own govern-
ment, the Lord says: “The Lord hath broken
the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the
rulers.” (Isa. 14:5) Then the rulers that
have ruled in unrighteousness and made pub-
lie office a private gain shall cease for ever.

Of Satan’s Organization

Satan the Devil is the arch enemy of God
and of man. Before he hecame evil his name
was Lueifer and he was then a beautiful crea-
ture acting under the authority of (tod as man’s
invisible overseer. He was then on trial before
God. He rebelled against God and was gnilty
of treason against God and guilty of the mur-
der of man. Immediately following his rebel-
lion God announced what would he his final
judgment against Satan.—FEzek. 28:14-19.
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The ‘seed of promise’ is Christ. God declared
that in his due time he would execute his judg-
ment against Satan and that this would be done
by his beloved Son Christ. (Heb. 2: 14 ; Rev. 20:
1-3) Satan was permitted to go at liberty un-
til God’s due time to execute his judgment
against him. God permitted this in order to
give his other creatures the opportunity to
choose whom they would serve. Satan the Dev-
il set about to form his own organization. He
sedueed a large number of the angels of heav-
en and made them a part of his organization.
(EEph. 6:12) He organized men into bodies and
induced them to hypoecritically call themselves
by the name of the Lord. (Gen. 4:26, margin)
He organized the people of Babel, made Nim-
rod their visible ruler and caused the people to
place Nimrod above or “hefore” Jehovah God.
—Gen. 10:8-12, ;

Egypt was organized into a form of govern-
ment, and Satan was its invisible overlord.
Then came Assyria to the fore as a world pow-
er, and Satan was the god of that nation. When
the Israelites were cast off from God, and the
Gentile nations were permitted to have sway
in the earth, Satan became the invisible ruler
or god of all the nations of the earth.—Matt. 4:
8,9; 2 Cor.4:3, 4

At all times in Satan’s organization he has
employed three visible elements amongst men
to rule the people. These elements are, to wit,
(1) the commercial power, which holds and con-
trols the money and the commerce of the earth;
(2) the political element, or the statesmen who
make and enforce the laws of the people; and



CHRISTENDOM AND SATAN ITS GOD 29

(3) the religious element, which plays upon the
superstition of the people to induce them to be
submissive to the ruling powers, teaching the
people that their failure to obey the teachings
of the preachers or the church will result in
their being tormented in hell for ever.

Rome was the sixth in the list of world pow-
ers formed and ruled by Satan. Originally
Rome was pagan in religion. Then that nation
adopted a formalism, called it by the name of
Christianity and designated it the Christian
religion. The ecelesiastieal element formed an
influential part of that world power.

There was rebellion against Rome by other
countries of Hurope, and then came into vogue
what is ealled the Protestant religion of Christ.
Without a doubt many good and honest men
embraced the Protestant faith. Within a short
time, however, the Devil, through Big Business
and professional politicians and false preach-
ers, got control of the Protestant echurch.

Such nations as Great Britain, the United
States and others claim to be Christian nations,
but they are not Christian nations by any
meang. These nations and other nations of the
earth form Satan’s visible organization. No
one will dispute the faet that the nations of so-
called Christendom are the mnations of the
world. It is written that Satan is the god or in-
visible ruler of the world.—2 Cor. 4: 3, 4; John
12:31; 14:30; Matt. 4:8, 9.

Satan has builded a tremendous and power-
ful organization. The invisible part of his or-
ganization is designated in the Seriptures as
heaven, while the visible part of his organiza-



30 JUDGMENT

tion is called the earth. The invisible part is
composed of Satan and his angels. The visible
part is composed of the commercial, political
and religious elements, which now combine to
rule the peoples of eaxrth.

Satan 1s the great oppressor and he uses his
organization to oppress the people and keep
them in subjection. God has deereed that the
works of Satan shall be destroyed. With God's
government of righteousness in power, with
Christ the Head thereof, God will destroy Sa-
tan and his works. “For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil.”—1 John 3: 8.

The real head of the earthly part of Satan’s
organization is the commercial power, or the
great financiers. These constitute the power
behind the earthly throne. The body is made
up of the professional politicians or statesmen,
because they are the ones that rule visibly. The
tail of the organization, which tail fans from
one side to the other to blind the people, is the
religious element led by the eclergy, which
teaches lies to induce the people to submit to
an oppressive rule. Such organization shall
perish, It is written: “The ancient and honour-
able [wise financiers], he is the head; and the
prophet [eclergymen and religious leaders who
teach falsely] that teacheth lies, he is the tail.
For the leaders [the body of politicians] of
this people cause them to err; and they that
are led of them are destroyed.”—Isa. 9: 13-16.

Those who rule and have control over the
people are proud and haughty. (Mal. 3:15)
The financiers are cruel and oppressive, the
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politicians are proud and severe, and the cler-
gy are arrogant, and all working together are
oppressors of the people. Concerning such the
Lord says: “For, behold, the day eometh, that
shall burn as an oven; and all the prond, yea.
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and
the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.”—Mal. 4: 1.

The three elements forming the controlling
power over the people are designated as the
earth, and such are now in great fear and are
feverishly preparing for war because of the
things that they see coming upon the earth.
Satan the Devil is therefore gathering his forces
for the great battle of Armageddon. (Rev.
16:13-16) These ruling powers well know that
they have wviolated “the everlasting covenant™
by shedding innocent blood, and God says con-
cerning them: “The earth mourneth, and fad-
eth away; the world languisheth, and fadeth
away; the haughty people of the earth do lan-
guish. The earth also is defiled under the inhah-
itants thereof, because they have transgressed
the laws, changed the ordinance, bhroken the
everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse
devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein
are desolate; therefore the inhabitants of the
earth are burned, and few men left.”—Isa. 24:
4-6.

Concerning those who have deliberately aet-
ed as Satan’s instruments to oppress the peo-
ple God says: “And I will mmake drunk her
prinees, and her wise men, her eaptains, and
her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall
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sleep a perpetnal sleep, and not wake, saith
the King whose name is the Lord of hosts.”—
Jer. 51:57.

Satan’s organization is referred to also under
the symbol of Babylon, also under the symbol
of wild beasts that tear and lash the people.
Concerning those who form Satan’s organiza-
tion God says: “Howl ye; for the day of the
Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruetion
from the Almighty.”—Isa. 13: 6.

The “beast”, which is Satan’s visible organi-
zation composed of the three elements above
named, comes into war with God’s organization
under Christ. (Rev. 19:11) That war results
in the destruetion of Satan’s organization.
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“And I saw the beast, and the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to
make war against him that sat on the horse,
and against his army. And the beast was taken,
and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning
with brimstone.”—Rev. 19: 19, 20.

The final judgment executed against Satan
and his organization will be the complete and
everlasting destruection thereof. God says: “I
will early destroy all the wicked of the land.”—
Psa. 101: 8.

Of the People

With Satan’s organization completely de-
stroyed, then the people that remain on the
earth will constitute the world. It is written:
“Beecanse he [God] hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness,
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof
he hath given assurance unto all men, in that
he hath raised him [Christ] from the dead.”—
Acts 17:31.

The Lord could not judge the world in right-
eousness until Satan’s organization of unright-
eousness is destroyed. Satan, by working
through his instruments of unrighteousness,
has deceived the people for many centuries and
has turned them away from God. Satan has
made the nations evil. When Satan is bound
and his organization destroyed, he can deceive
the nations no more and the people will have
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a chance to learn the truth. (Rev. 20:1-3)
Christ, the great and righteous Judge, will then
judge the people in righteousness. Then the
people can have a hearing and a trial. When
Christ’s kingdom of righteousness is in full
sway, then the judgment will take place as it is
written: “The Lord . .. shall judge the quick
[living] and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom.” (2 Tim. 4:1) Those living on the
carth will be the first ones judged. After them
the dead will be brought to life on earth and
be given a fair trial. The day of judgment of
the people, instead of its being one of great dis-
tress, will be a day of great joy to all them that
obey. It will mean the time of deliverance from
oppression, and the day of blessing. Concerning
that day of judgment the preachers have mis-
represented God and have misled the people.
iod never authorized them to speak. Now the
time has come when God will make known his
truth to his people in his own gbod way.

The Trial

Bear in mind always that God is just, and
his action always in harmony with his law. It
follows then that there could be no judgment
without- a hearing or trial of the ones to he
judged, because God’s law provides that such
hearing must be had. (John 7:51) It also fol-
lows that there could be no judgment of the
people without a judge; and, since the judg-
ment work is assigned to Christ Jesus, the
judgment by Christ of the people could not take
place until his court is set and the due time has
arrived. Furthermore, there could not be a trial
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of a person unless that person has knowledge
of and concerning his trial. The preachers
have told the people that all have their trial
and that their destiny is fixed at death. That is
not true. Only those who have learned of God’s
plan and who have knowledge or could have
had a knowledge thereof have been on trial.
Some have been tried as individuals, and some
forming an organization have been subjected
to trial.

Take as an illustration that little company of
men and women who rushed into the church
building to escape the storm and who heard the
words of the preacher concerning their judg-
ment. They were not on trial. They could not
have been on trial unless they had first heard
the truth. They did not hear the truth from the
preacher. They had heard it in no church build-
ing. They were threatened with eternal tor-
ment, which is not true. They heard nothing
about God’s provision for poor humanity. The
preacher was not their judge and he had no
authority to single them out and speak in words
of condemmation or otherwise against them.
Satan, the enemy of God, has overreached the
preachers and has induced them to preach false
doctrines that have really blinded the people to
the truth.

Only those who have made a conseecration to
do God’s will and have received his spirit have
been led into the truth. That is exaetly what Je-
sus said to his disciples, that “when the holy
spirit of God is given, you will be led into all
truth’. (John 16:13) Until the second coming
of the Lord and his kingdom the poor of the
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world are blind to the truth by reason of the
works of the enemy through his false teachers.
(2 Cor. 4:3, 4) It has been like a vail over the
face of the people. In the Bible the word
mountain is used as a symbol of God’s kingdom,
and the Lord declares that in that mountain he
shall remove this vail that the people may see
the truth.—Isa. 25: 7.

Why a Trial

Why should the people be put on trial, and
for what could they be tried? The proper an-
swer to that question is important. God ereated
the earth for man to live upon. (Isa. 45:12, 18)
He gave to Adam dominion over the things of
the earth and the right to live on it for ever.
That right depended solely upon Adam’s obe-
dience to God’s law. God did not require much
of him, but he told Adam that he must not dis-
obey and that if he would disobhey death would
be the penalty. (Gen. 2:17) Adam being on
trial, because of his disobedience the judgment
of death and expulsion from Kden was entered
against him. (Gen. 3:15-24) All of Adam’s chil-
dren were born after that. Their sinful and
imperfect father, undergoing the sentence of
death, could not bring forth perfect children.
The children therefore inherited the result of
Adam’s sin. Hence the prophet says: “Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me.”—Pga. H1: 5.

Unless God would malke some provision for a
new trial for mankind, all men must in due time
for ever perish. God promised that he would
redeem man. (Hos. 13:14) God in his loving-
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kindness made provision to prevent man {rom
perishing. “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
the world to econdemn the world; but that the
world through him might he saved.”—John 3:
16, 17.

Jesus, the Son of God, became a man. (John
1:14) He came to earth in order that he might
ransom the human race and give the people the
opportunity for life. (Matt. 20 : 28; John 10: 10)
Ransom means to buy back or acquire title with
a corresponding price. Jesus was a perfect man,
even as Adam was when he was in Eden. The
death of Jesus as a man exactly corresponded
to the price of the perfect life that God’s judg-
ment required of Adam. Jesus Christ in death
was made a substitute for Adam that Adam and
his offspring might be released from the judg-
ment ol death and the effects thereof. For whom
did Jesus die upon the cross? “For every man,”
say the Seriptures. (Heb. 2:9) Furthermore,
in God’s due time the fact must be told to every
man, and that before he is put upon trial. “For
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time.”—1 Tim. 2: 3-6.

The ransom price that purchases the right of
man is the basis for the granting of a new trial
to Adam and all his offspring. Only Adanr was
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tried originally, and the offspring inherited the
evil effects thereof. The new trial or judgment
of men now will be an individual trial. In sym-
holie phrase the prophet of God says: “In those
days they shall say no more, The fathers
have eaten a sour grape, and the children’s
teeth are set on édge, but every one shall 'die
for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the
sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.”
(Jer. 31:29,30) That will mean that every man
must be brought to a knowledge of the truth
before he is really put on trial, and each one
will stand or fall by his own course of action.

Before the trial and judgment of the people
of the world can begin, the way must be pre-
pared and the ground cleared. The court is
selected, and all hindrances to righteousness
must be removed. Then the Lord will judge the
world in righteousness.

The Jews as a nation had a trial, and the
judgment was adverse. The Gentile nations had
a trial and an opportunity to establish a govern-
ment in harmony with God’s way, and to them
the judgment is adverse. The preachers claim
to be God’s representatives and that their
churches are his organization. They have had a
hearing, and the judgment against them is ad-
verse. The financiers claim the ability to estab-
lish a government on earth and to make it a fit
place for man to live. They have had a trial,
and the judgment against them is adverse. The
politicians have claimed to rule by divine right
and have had a hearing, and the judgment
against them is adverse. Satan and his organi-
zation have had a trial, and the judgment
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against such is that the eyil one and his organi- .
zation must be destroyed. That done, the way
is cleared for the peoples to have a ’trial and
judgment in righteousness and without inter-
ference of unrighteousness. That is also proof
that the judgment of the peoples of the world
is yet future.

Period of Trial or Judgment

Jesug said: “If T be lifted up, T will draw all
men unto me.” (John 12:32) The lifting up of
Christ includes the members of his body, and
the drawing of all men to him is during the
time of his reign. 1t is stated in the Seriptures
that the reign of Christ for the trial and judg-
ment of the world shall cover a period of 1000
years. (Rev. 20:4-6) The day which God has
appointed for the judgment of.the world by
Christ is not a twenty-four-hour day, but a
thousand-year day. “One day is with the Lord
as a thousand years.” (2 Pet. 3:8; Acts 17:31)
Within that period of time every human being
will have a full and fair opportunity to be heard
and his rights determined by the just Judge.

In Rightfeousness

‘When the trial and judgment of the peoples
on earth begin, the people will not be righteous,
but will, on the contrary, be very imperfect.
‘What is meant by judgment in righteousness
is this: The government that will rule the peo-
ple will be righteous, because it is God’s govern-
ment. The invisible ruler and judge will be
Christ, and his representatives on earth will be
the faithful men whom the Secriptures deseribe
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as the heroes of faith who died fully faithful
nnto God.—Heb. 11:1-39; Ps. 45: 16.

A beautiful picture of the day of judgment
is given in the Bible. The way which people will
have to go is likened unto a highway. “And an
highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall
be ealled, The way of holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be for those; the
wayltaring men, though fools, shall not err
therein.”—Isa. 35: 8.

A highway represents a clear and unobstruet-
ed road to travel. It means, then, a clear and
unobstrueted way to learn the truth, to be obe-
dient thereto, and to return to God. That the
people are not clean and righteous at the begin-
ning of the trial is shown by the seripture
wherein it is stated that the highway is for the
cleansing of the people and that they must be
cleansed or cleaned up before they reach the
farther end thereof. “It shall be ealled, The way
of holiness,” because the only way to enter upon
it and go completely over it is by being devoted
entirely and wholly to the Lord and to his way
of righteousness. Neither the Devil nor any of
his agencies nor anything elsge will be permitted
to hinder one from learning and obeying the
truth. Therefore that trial and judgment way
will be a way of joy to those who try to do right.

The Poor

The great mass of the peoples of earth are
poor and very ignorant. They have always had
a hard time, while the rich have been favored.
Will the rich and learned have a better oppor-
tunity in the judgment day than the poor? No,
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but just the reverse. Those who have been
rich and have enjoyed much advantage and
haye lived in pleasure have grown haughty and
proud. It will be difficult for them to humble
themselves under the mighty hand of the Lord
and learn to do right. Jesus announced the rule
when he said to the Jewish clergy and the prin-
cipal ones amongst the Jews: “It shall be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for thee”” (Matt. 11:24) The
people of Sodom were very ignorant and de-
praved. They were a simple and poor people.
The favor of the Jews was far greater, beeause
they had the Word of the Lord—Rom. 3:1, 2.

Even so today, the rich and the mighty enjoy
the things of the present time, and have the
better education and better opportunity to learn
the truth and the right way. The poor are ill-:
situated and are kept in ignorance. The rich
and favored ones are haughty and austere. You
avill recall with what austerity the clergyman
spoke to that little company of poor ones that
came into his church. 1t will be hard for the
men that are haughty and severe to become
meek and obedient. Conecerning such the Lord
says: “And the high ones of stature shall be
hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled.”
(Tsa. 10:33) But how will the Lord judge the
poor?

The Seriptures answer that he will lead the
poor and meek and will judge them in righteous-
ness. “With righteousness shall he judge the
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of
the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
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lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins.”—Iga, 11:4, 5.

The meek are those who desire to he taught
the right way. “The meek will he guide in judg-
ment.” (Ps. 25:9) That the trial and judgment
day for the poor and meek will be a happy one
is proven by the words of the prophet: “The
meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight
themselves in the abundance of peace.” (Ps. 37:
11) “Blessed are the meek: for they shall in-
herit the earth.” (Matt. 5:5) The proud and
haughty have spoken vain words and oppressed
the poor. Of these God says: “The Lord shall
cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that
speaketh proud things. For the oppression of
the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will
T arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in safety
from him that puffeth at him.”—Ps. 12: 3, 5.

The Dewvil and his representatives have op-
pressed the poor, but the Lord is a just Judge
and he will justly deal with them. “He shall
judge the poor of the people, he shall save the
children of the needy, and shall break in pieces
the oppressor. For he shall deliver the needy
when he erieth; the poor also, and him that hath
no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy,
and shall save the souls of the needy.”"—Ps.
72:4,12,13.

Living First

The judgment of the people of the world in

righteousness will begin with those who are

living on the earth at the time of judgment.
(2 Tim. 4:1) Not every one will have to die and
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enter the grave. Doubtless there will be mil-
lions living on earth when the judgment begins.*
There is a great deal of evidence showing that
the judgment will begin within a very short
time. The first thing for the people will be to
bring them to a knowledge of the truth. God’s
great promise is that all the families of the
earth shall be blessed. (Gen. 12:3) Such prom-
ised blessing means that they must have an op-
portunity to receive the great blessing of life
which is the gift of God through Jesus Christ.
(Rom. 6:23) No man can receive a gift of any
kind unless he has some knowledge that the
gift is offered to him. It is written: “Therefore,
as by the offence of one judgment ecame upon
all men to condemnation; even so by the right-
eousness of one the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life.”—Rom. 5:18.

The reason that the people of the world have
not heen able to see the truth long ago has been
and is that Satan the Devil, through his false
teachers, has blinded the people’s understand-
ing. “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost: in whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them.”—2 Cor, 4: 3, 4.

Because we are now in the day of judgment of
the nations and of the preachers and of Satan’s
organization, those who are now earnestly
searching for the truth will find it. When the
government of the Lord, pictured as his moun-
tain, is in full sway, and hindrances removed,
then the Lord will spread a great feast of truth
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for the people and they shall have no difficulty
whatsoever in learning of righteousness.

Those who are now learning the truth have
the advantage of getting an advance knowledge
and, by the light thereof, will be in line for the
early blessings of the Lord. But in due time
all shall have an opportunity to know the truth.
The great feast of truth which God will spread
for the people is represented in poetic phrase
by the Lord through his prophet: “And in this
mountain [government] shall the Lord of hosts
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a
feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And
he will destroy in this mountain [government]
the face of the covering cast over all people,
and the vail that is spread over all nations.”
(Isa. 25:6,7) As those living on the earth be-
gin to partake of God’s great feast of life and .
truth, they will rejoice and sing his praises. The
judgment day for them will be a time of glad-
ness. i o

The Dead

For many thousands of years the people have
been dying. The great majority of them have
died in poverty and have gone into the tomb
in despair. They have been told by religious
teachers, particularly the clergy, that their suf-
fering on earth is but a small thing compared
with what suffering awaits them in purgatory
and hell. Some clergymen have actually told
the people that if they would have their friends
get money together and bring it to the preach-
ers to say prayers in behalf of the dead, then
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the preachers would pray and the dead would
have their time in purgatory shortened, but
that failing to thus get ouf of purgatory, they
would be sent on to eternal torment where they
would continue to suffer for ever. Such teaching
originated with the Devil. There is no such place
as purgatory, where those who have died: are
suffering. There is no hell of eternal torment.
Hell, as used in the Bible, means the condition
of death, or the grave. Those who died have all
gone to hell. Ilven Jesus was in hell three days.
(Ps.16:10; Acts 2:27-34) God raised up Jesus
out of death, or hell, on the third day. (Aects
10:40) Jesus haying bought the human race
by his own great ransom sacrifice, all the dead
“sleep in Jesus”, and these he will bring forth
from the grave. (1 Thess. 4:13-17) He said:
“Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in
which all that are in the tombs shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
judgment.” (John 5:28,29, R. 7.) “And have
hope toward God, which they themselves also
allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and unjust.”—Aects 24: 15.

When the dead are brought forth again in
human bodies similar to the ones had when on
earth, they will be given a fair trial. They will
first be given a knowledge of the truth, and no
one will he permitted to mislead them. They
will be taught what they may do, and they can
rely absolutely npon such teaching to be truth.
The awakening of the dead, and their trial, will
continue year after year until all have had an
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opportunity to receive the blessings granted by
reason of the great ransom sacrifice.

Now the clergy try to hinder the people from
getting the truth. Working with their allies,
they have ordinances enacted by towns and
cities for the purpose of preventing honest per-
sons from teaching the truth by bringing to the
people printed instruction concerning the Bible.
The Devil is the master mind behind that effort
becanse he does not want the people to have
the truth. When the judgment of the world be-
ging and progresses during that period, it will
be a time of righteousness, and the people will
be delivered from false teachers and false
preachers and will be led in the right way.
‘What, then, will be the final result or judgment
upon the peoples of the world?

Sinners and Wicked

That company of persons that eame into the
church building to seek shelter from the storm,
were they sinners or wicked persons? and is
there any difference between a sinner and a
wicked person? Is not God’s wrath manifest
against all such? and was the preacher not right
in telling them that the wrath of God was
against them?

Even if they were sinners or wicked, the
preacher had no authority to pronounce ¢ God's
judgment against them. Had he known the truth
and told those people God’s truth, and what his'
judgment means, he might have done them some
good. On the contrary, he misrepresented the
Lord. There is a difference between a sinner
anl a wicked person. God judges both by and
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through his executive officer Christ Jesus. It is
well to learn the distinetion between sinners and
the wicked, for then we can understand the
judgment of .such.

Sin means the transgression of God’s law.
(1 John 3:4) A sinner is one who transgresses
or breaks God’'s law. A person may be a sinner
and yet not be wicked. Let us first examine the
Seriptures concerning sin and the sinner, and
the judgment of such, and then give attention
to the wicked. 7

All the human race sprang from Adam. No
child was horn to Adam while he was a perfect
man in Eden. It was after he had been sen-
tenced to death and expelled from Iden that
Adam exercised the power to beget children.
Giod endowed Adam with the power to transmit
life to his offspring. Adam, under sentence of
death and being therefore imperfect, conld not
beget a perfect child. Necessarily, then, the re-
sult was that his children were born imperfeect.
No imperfect creature ecan keep God’s law per-
fectly. The very moment that law is broken the
one breaking it is a sinner. The parents of the
children being sentenced to death, the children
would be imperfect and therefore ginners. For
this reason it is written: “Behold, T was shapen
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive
me.”—Ps. 51:5.

The apostle makes it clear when he says:
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” (Rom.
5:12) Every child born of a woman has been
born a sinner, the only exception being the child
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Jesus, who was born without sin for the reason
that he was not the offspring of Adam. If the
centire human race has bheen born in sin and is
still imperfect, how is it possible for them ever
to be saved and have God's blessing?

God made provision to redeem the race and
bring back all the obedient ones to himself. That
provision is by and through the sacrifice of
Jesus, his beloved Son. Adam sinned when he
was a perfect man, and was sentenced to death.
Jesus, as a perfect man, died as a substitute
for Adam. Adam was the father of the entire
human family. Jesus, by his death and resur-
reetion, becomes the owner of the entire human
family. It is written: “Therefore, as by the
offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of
one the free gift came upon all men unto justifi-
cation of life. For as by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous.”—Rom.
5:18,19.

It is therefore made clearly manifest that no
one could be reconciled to God and receive the
gift of life unless that ereature had a trial or
judgment after learning of God’s provision. The
entire human family, both the living and the
dead, belongs to Jesus, by reason of his great
sacrifice. The dead he will bring forth for the
purpose of giving them a knowledge of the truth
and a trial. He will first give those who are
living a trial. The sacrifice of Jesus provided
salvation for all, and all then must be brought
to a knowledge of the truth.—1 Tim. 2: 3-6.

Do not all children that die before they reach
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the age of responsibility go to heaven because
they have not sinned? No. All children are
born sinners, and no sinner can go to heaven.
‘While it is true that a child is born a sinner, a
child is not a wicked person. A child could not
become wicked until he reaches the age of re-
sponsibility and learns of God’s law. “Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
(1 Tim. 1:15) There were none others to be
saved. “I"or all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God.”—Rom. 3: 23.

But did not Jesus say that all the children go
to heaven? TIs not that the meaning of his
words: “But Jesus ealled them unto him, and
said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 18:16) That is the construction
the preachers have put upon his words; but
that eonstruetion is not right. God establishes
his kingdom for the benefit of the people on
earth. Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth.”
(Matt. 6:10) For a long while Satan and his
angels have constituted the heaven or invisible
power that has ruled the nations and peoples
of earth. Now Chrigt will take charge of the
affairs of men on earth and he and his asso-
ciates shall reign for the benefit of those on
earth. (Rev. 5:10) Referring to the reign of
Christ, it is written: “The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and
ever.” (Rev. 11:15) That refers to the time
when Christ takes over all authority over the
peoples of earth.



52 JUDGMENT

Jesus was saying nothing about children’s
being taken to heaven. In his words ahove
quoted he was addressing the clergy of that
day, who were proud and haughty and boastful.
He wanted them to understand that no one who
was proud and haughty and boastful would ever
be in the kingdom. He was comparing those
clergymen to sinners. They were more than
sinners, because they had some knowledge of
God’s Word. To illustrate the matter of the
judgment in the kingdom, he called some little
children to him and then said to the clergy:
“Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not re-
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall
in no wise enter therein.”—Luke 18:17.

A little ehild is teachable and obedient; and in
the time of judgment no one will have the bless-
ings of the kingdom of God except he be as a
little child in this respeet. Jesus was speaking
of God’s kingdom, which is the kingdom of
heaven because it will be ruled by the Lord of
heaven. In that time many people shall come
from every part of the earth and sit at the feet
of Abraham and other like faithful men in the
kingdom and learn. “And I say unto you, That
many shall come from the east and west, and
shall =it down with Abrabham, and Isaae, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.”—Matt. 8: 11.

That will take place right here on earth. That
will be a happy time. Millions of little children
have died and gone into the grave, and they will
be brought back from the grave as little chil-
dren. They will be gathered in groups and will
be eager to learn from the faithful teachers
whom the Lord will provide to instruet them.
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The Lord announced the rule that must be fol-
lowed then, by showing that each person who
will have the kingdom blessings must be teach-
able, like a little child.

In that judgment all the sinners will be grant-
ed a full opportunity to be made clean and
whole. The little children are among the sin-
ners, and they and all others who have the
teachable and obedient disposition will be
judged in righteousness and, being obedlent
will receive life everlasting. -

Wicked l !

The wicked are those who are lawless, or de-
liberate law-breakers. The sinner is a law-
breaker, but he is not a wilful law-breaker. The
creature must know that there is a law before
he could wilfully break it. Paul said: “I had
not known sin, but by the law: for I had not
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt
snot covet.” (Rom. T:7) And again, he said:
“For until the law, sin was in the world: but
sin is not imputed when thereis no law.” (Rom.
5:13) A wicked person is therefore one who
has some knowledge of God’s law and then goes
contrary thereto.

Lucifer knew God’s law. He deliberately
broke that law and has ever since continued to
break God's law. Since breaking God’s law he
has been known by the names Satan, Serpent,
Dragon and Devil. He is the great wicked one.
He is a degenerate from that which was once
good. His course of action since has ever bheen
hurtful. He is malicious, which means that he
has no regard for the rights of others and is,
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fatally bent on doing wrong. God’s decree
against Satan the Devil is that he shall be for
ever destroyed. (Heh. 2:14) That is and will
be the judgment against all who persist in
wickedness. “All the wicked will he [God] de-
stroy.” (Ps. 145:20) The Lord describes the
wicked when he says: “For the wicked hoasteth
of hig heart’s desive, and blesseth the covetous,
whom the Lord abhorreth. The wicked, through
the pride of his countenance, will not seek after
God: God is not in all his thoughts. His ways
are always grievous; thy judgments are far
above out of his sight: as for all his enemies,
he puffeth at them.” (Ps. 10:3-5) It is Satan
that has turned men into the way of wickedness.

One may be going in the way of wickedness
hecause of Satan’s influence and then, seeing his
wronglul course, may repent and turn to right-
eousness. God is merciful to such, and for such
he mkes provision. It is written in his Word:
“Becanse sentence againgt an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil
Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and
his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that
it shall be well with them that fear God, which
fear hefore him: hut it shall not be well with
the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days,
which are as a shadow; becanse he feareth not
before God.”—Ecel. 8:11-13.

Many of the clergy know something of God's
law and plan, and yet they pursue a wicked
course of persecution against those who are
honestly endeavoring to tell the people about
(God’'s kingdom and the blessings coming. Such
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clergymen are therefore wicked; and, if they
persist in continuing in that course of wicked-
ness, they will be for ever destroyed. But should
they awaken to their danger and turn to the
Lord and fear before him and seek his merey,
the Scriptures indicate that God will extend
merey to them. If a person is doing right and
then turns to wickedness, God will destroy him.
If he is wicked and then turns to righteousness,
he shall live. God has announced his rule of
judgment in these words: “When the righteous
turneth from his righteousness, and committeth
iniquity, he shall even die thereby: but if the
wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that
which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby.”
—Ezek. 33:18,19.

In the day of Jjudgment the Lord w111 make
it clear for the sinner, that he may learn to do
right and live. “Good and upright is the Lord:
therefore will he teach sinners in the way. The
meek will he gnide in judgment, and the meek
will he teach his way.” (Ps. 25:8,9) “The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no 'God. Cor rupt
are they, and have done abominable iniquity:
there isnone that doeth good.” (Ps.53:1) “Then
will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners
shall be converted unto thee.”—Ps. 51:13.

The Lord will not lead or teach the wicked;
but if the wicked cease from his wickedness and
turn to the Lord and seek righteousness, and do
it, he will have the Lord’s merey. God has no
pleasure in the death of the wicked. (Fzek 33:
11) He will destroy the wicked for their own
good and for the good of others. God is love.
His mercy endureth for ever. (Ps. 136:1-8)
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“The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion;
slow to anger, and of great merey. The Lord is
good to all; and his tender mercies are over all
his works.” (Ps. 145:8,9) Every one, there-
fore, will be afforded a fair opportunity to know
God and to do his will; and so long as there
is an honest endeavor put forth to do right in
obedience to God’s commandments he will ex-
tend his merey and aid.

There are millions of persons now on earth
who know not God and who have no information
concerning his means of salvation and their
blessing. These are called heathen. They are
very degraded and ignorant. The Lord Jesus
died for them as well as for others. All the -
heathen must be brought to a knowledge of the
truth. God’s merey will extend to them all; and
il they embrace the truth, and heed and obey
the Lord, the judgment econcerning them will be
the blessings of life everlasting.

The Evil )
After one has been made fully acquainted
with God’s truth and been given a full oppor-
tunity to show hig obedience thereto, if he then
persists in doing evil he shall be put to death
and shall not live. “All the wicked will [God]
destroy.” (Ps. 145: 20) That does not mean that
men will go to a place of conscious torment;
but the evil shall be destroyed with an everlast-
ing destruction from which there will never be
a resurrection, (2 Thess. 1:9) Such will show
that they do not appreciate God’s goodness and
the opportunity he gives to them for life; and

that opportunity will be for ever removed.
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The Obedient :

Life everlasting in happiness is the greatest
desire of man. The final judgment to be ren-
dered at the end of the trial will be the giving of
life everlasting to all those who obey the Loxd.
Life is the great gift. of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. (Rom. 6: 23) There ig no other
name given among men whereby man may ob-
tain everlasting life. (Acts 4:12) The promise
is that those who believe and are obedient unto
Christ, the great Judge, shall not perish, but
shall have everlasting life. (John 3:16,17) At
the mouth of every one of his holy prophets God
made promise that he would grant restitution
blessings to those who obey him. (Acts 3:19-24)
Restitution means restoring to man all that was
lost by Adam’s disobedience, which includes the
enjoying of life everlasting in a perfect condi-
tion upon the earth.

Most of the poor of the world have heen
clagsed as wicked men and women. Many of
them have not been nearly so bad, however, as
those who have had the rule over them. It is
true that many of the people have stolen and
committed other erimes. Some of them commit
theft in order to get food to live, and suffer im-
prisonment therefor.

It is also true that many of the rich have sto-
len on a much larger seale and have gone free.
Wall Street, New York city, is known as the
great stock market or place for dealing in
stocks, securities, grain and other things. The
men who operate there often begin with noth-
ing and soon their holdings mount to the mil-
lions. They juggle and deal with what other
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men have produced, and grow rich in material
wealth. Their conscience must hurt them at
times, and they seek some relief therefor. At
the end of the same Wall Street stands old
Trinity Church. Its holdings amount to more
than fifty million dollars. The clergymen who
keep that church have reserved a space for the
rich. At spare moments the stock gamblers rush
in there to have some kind of prayer said to
help them out. Those prayers do no good, how-
ever.

The clergyman is even worse than the.stock
gambler, because the clergyman claims to rep-
resent God but in faet misrepresents him and
represents his enemy. Let it be conceded that
both the clergyman and the stock gambler are
wicked. Their evil course may have been in-
duced chiefly by Satan the Devil. If in the time
of judgment these hear that which is right and
obey what is truth and righteonsness, the judg-
ment will be favorable to them. Concerning
such it is written: “When the wicked man turn-
eth away from his wickedness that he hath com-
mitted, and doeth that which is lawful and right,
he shall save his soul alive. Because he con-
sidereth, and turneth away from all his trans-
gressions that he hath committed, he shall sure-
ly live, he shall not die.” (lizek. 18:27, 28) It
will be much harder, however, for them to stay
in the way of right than it will be for the poor
and meek. '

Joyful Time

The judgment of the people of the world will
be a time of joy to all who obey the Lord. Not
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only will they learn that it is a time of deliver-
ance from the oppressor’s hand, but they will
then see before them the hope of life eternal and
happiness, with all the good things attendant
thereupon.

One of the names of God’s organization, of
which Christ Jesus is the Head, is Zion. God’s
prophet represents the dead returning from the
grave, and with them the living, the poor and
the exiles, coming unto Zion, which is God’s or-
ganization. They come with songs of joy be-
cause they see that the time of the judgment of
the Lord has opened to them the way of bless-
ings. The prophet says: “And the ransomed of
the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.”—Isa. 35:10.

Then they that hear and understand will re-
joice in the words of Jesus: “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall
never see death.” (John 8:51) “Whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Be-
lievest thou this?’—John 11: 26.

God made the earth for man. He made all
men of one blood to dwell upon the earth and
he fixes the houndaries of man on the earth. He
never intended that a human heing should go to
heaven. “[God] hath made of one blood all na-
tions of men, for to dwell on all the face of the
earth; and hath determined the times before
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”
—Aects 17: 26.

God has promised to make, and will make the
earth a real paradise as the everlasting home
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of the obedient and restored ones. The desert
and the places that are desolate shall become as
glieg garden of Eden.—Isa. 35:1-7; Ezek. 36:

296, |

In the judgment the Lord will be entirely im-
partial. He has promised to restore the obe-
dient ones and to give them a perfect home, and
he will carry out that promise to the letter.
(Isa. 46:11) He will not permit one man to
build a house and another to take it away from
him. Every man will then live in his own house.
(Isa. 65: 21, 22) Men will not ruthlessly destroy
the trees and make the earth a barren place, as
they do now. They will cultivate the earth and
plant trees and make it a place of beauty and
glory. HEvery man will then own his own vine
and trees and will sit under them and enjoy
peace and happiness, and none will make him
afraid—Mie, 4: 4.

Let the poor and meek and distressed take
heart now and be of good courage. Remember
that the hardships and sufferings have enabled
you to learn to be sympathetic with your fellow
man in his weakness and that you will rejoice
with your fellow man in his blessings. The judg-
ment day of the world will be one of gladness
to those who obey, and to them it will end in
joy unspeakable. With the wilfully wicked de-
stroyed, and the righteous obedient, the result
of the judgment will be the end of death. Christ,
during his reign, will destroy all man’s enemies,
including death.—1 Cor. 15: 25, 26.

God’s righteous government is likened unto a
holy city which brings everlasting peace, health,
life and happiness to the obedient inhabitants
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thereof. Looking to the time of complete judg-
ment and its happy ending, and for the en-
couragement of those who seek the truth, it is
written: “I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God. And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away. And he
that sat upon the throne said, Behold, T make all
things new. And he said unto me, Write; for
these words are true and faithful.”-Rev. 21: 3-5

When the young man who had followed the
company of poor from the church learned of
God’s gracious plan and of his great loving
kindness toward man, he rejoiced in his heart.
He was thankful that he had gone to that church
building on that stormy night and had there
witnessed the unkind treatment of the little com-
pany of poor, because it had led him to search
out the truth of the Word of God. He also
learned that man’s greatest privilege now is to
take his stand firmly on the side of Jehowvah
God and to obey and serve him. He resolved
then and there to go forth and tell his fellow
man about the goodness of God and what is in
store for the poor world in the day of judgment.
He realized that to do so would lift the burden
from some and make some sad hearts glad. He
would also be singing forth the honor of the
great Jehovah God’s name. Tt is your privilege,
dear reader, to go and do likewise.
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Judge Rutherford’s delighttilly simple and logical ex-
planation of” Jehovah’s plan for the deliverance of” the
human family from sovrow, sickness, selfishress, oppress
sion and death makes a verity of " the statement that ‘teuth
is ofttimes stvanger than fiction”.

E:}eg«- statement the author makes is buttvessed with
reason and abundantly fortified by Bible proofs. He
makes no apologies for the God of the Bible; instead,
takes his veaders with him to a view of the majesty and
wisdom of  the Greator that yields sheer amazement and
extreme satisfaction.

The divine program for man’s Aappine.ss and everlast-
@[i@ on earth, as exp(cu'ned in dJudge Ruthevford’s hive
books, THE HARP OF GOD, DELIVERANCE, GREA-
TION, RECONCILIATION and GOVERNMENT, un-
locks all the mysteries of life.

For centuries people have had the idea that the c[et'gy
and teachers in theological schools weve the only ones
who understood and could exp[ctin the Bible. Alas!
‘What confusion! What contradictions! What o cont-
plefe weeck these leaders have made of " the people"s toust
in them!

NOW, thanks to Judge Rutherford, it is easy for every-
body to thovoughly understand God'’s Word. The authoe’s
exp[anaféons are st'mp[e, divect and not the least bit eccle-
siastical. In fict, the books ave written in such a way that
even those who hevetofore have undevstood very little of
the Bible can comprehend and appreciate dJehovah’s may-
velous plan for the blessing of " all mankind.

The entive set of five books, individually descvibed else-
wheve in this booklet, will Gel-sent- anyu.‘/wm in the Unitad
States, carciage charges prepaid; for $1.98

(Some of the books arve published in as many as 32
langrages.)
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