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PREFACE

JEHOVAH'S NAME must be made known to
all creation. 'Jehovah of Hosts, that is my
name.' (Jer. 10: 16, A..R.V.) That means

that he is the Almighty God of war, command­
ing forces invincible to all foes. He engages
only in righteous warfare for the purpose of
vindicating his name and for the good of all
his creatures who desire righteousness. He
made the heavens and the earth and the full­
ness thereof, and all living creatures receive
life from his gracious hand. It is therefore of
most vital importance to his creatures that they
know Jehovah.

Foreknowing that the day would come when
all creation must choose either to follow Satan
and die or to obey Jehovah and live, the Most
High caused a record of his purpose to be made.
In making this record he used trusted and true
men wholly devoted to him, and who joyfully
obeyed him. (2 Pet. 1: 21) Among such holy
prophets thus used was Zechariah. The proph­
ecy recorded by Zechariah was given in connec­
tion with the building of the temple at J erusa­
lem by Zerubbabel, where Jehovah put his name.
Zerubbabel was a type of Christ Jesus, the Head
and Builder of Jehovah's temple or royal pal­
ace. The fulfilment of the prophecy necessarily

1\



6 PREFACE

takes place after the coming of Christ Jesus to
the temple of Jehovah for judgment and while
the antitypical temple is in course of construc­
tion. For that reason it is now God's due time
for the prophecy of Zechariah to be understood
by those who love and serve God. Among some
of the thrilling truths that the prophecy dis­
closes are the following:

After the eviction of Satan from heaven
Christ Jesus, accompanied by his holy angels,
makes an inspection of things on the earth, par­
ticularly with reference to the organization of
"Christendom" and of his own faithful and true
people. Then preparation begins for the great
and final battle which is known as "Armaged­
don". Jehovah calls upon Satan to get ready
for that fight.

To prepare his own people Jehovah by the
hand of Christ Jesus brings them out from cap­
tivity to Satan's organization and begins to un­
fold to them vital truths which bring great con­
solation and peace to the faithful. The approved
ones he then brings into his temple and anoints
them. Then the Lord makes known to the
anointed remnant that they must be wholly and
completely obedient to him that they may be
prepared to have a part in the great battle soon
to follow.

The prophecy discloses Jehovah's curse of
vengeance upon the enemy organization and the
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certain doom that awaits all who oppose God,
and he directs his faithful witnesses to bear
testimony concerning the same to the peoples
of the nations that they may have an opportuni­
ty to choose whom they will serve.

The prophecy shows Christ Jesus the great
Prophet, Priest and King being triumphantly
presented as the righteous Ruler of the earth,
and his coming being hailed by the faithful with
shouts and great rejoicing. Jehovah's witnesses
are sent forth to tell this and other vital truths
to the nations of the earth, and their testimony
greatly enrages the enemy. The dividing of the
people is the result. The faithful remnant on
earth are completely separated from all others
in order that they may be clean and wholly de­
voted to Jehovah and faithfully perform the
duties as his representatives on earth.

The prophecy shows the two opposing armies
assembled for war. Jehovah's army is under
the immediate command of Christ Jesus, and
the army of Satan is under the immediate com­
mand of Gog. Then Jehovah comes forth to
direct the fight. He is pictured as standing upon
the mountain, and at the touch of his feet the
mountain separates, forming a great valley be­
tween the two mountains. From between these
two mountains come forth the war chariots of
the Almighty rushing into battle, and then fol­
lows a description of the most terrible war that
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will ever have been fought. That is the end of
war.

The battle of the great day of God Almighty
results in the release of all who love righteous­
ness and in the complete destruction of all who
willfully work wickedness. The obedient ones
then become wholly devoted to God, and the
great long-hoped-for period of everlasting peace
and prosperity on earth comes to stay.

Jehovah now is commanding this testimony
to be given in the earth. Christ Jesus is the
great witness, and lie has committed to the
faithful remnant who are members of his organ­
ization the work of delivering this testimony on
the earth. The purpose of the testimony is to
afford the people an opportunity to take their
stand on the side of Jehovah and live, and that
the name of the Most High may be made known
and entirely vindicated. Every person who de­
sires to live should carefully consider the proph­
ecy as explained in this book.
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PREPARATION
CHAPTER 1

INSPECTION

JmHOVAH is now preparing those who love
him for the most stupendous event in the
history of man. For more than six thousand

years conditions have appeared to be entirely
adverse to those who have tried to do right.
Now there is revealed to those who have taken
their stand on Jehovah's side the great truth
that there is rapidly approaching a time of un­
precedented prosperity and blessings for the
human race. Those who are diligent to grasp
the truths that are placed before them are lifted
far above the present sad conditions of this
world and see the incontrovertible proof that
the time of deliverance is at hand.

In all the ages past a subtle foe has beset men,
heaped upon them injustice and oppression, led
them into pitfalls, filled their days with perplexi­
ty and distress, and in the end brought them in
sorrow to the grave. That same enemy, Satan,
has employed every conceivable means to de­
fame the name of the great Creator Jehovah
and to turn man away from Him. That enemy
long ago formed an organization made up of
false and fraudulent religion, planted supersti­
tious fear in the heart of man, and has drawn

u



12 PREPARATION

multitudes into his religious net. He has created
a great commercial system and used it to rob
the people of the fruits of their honest toil, and
to corrupt the political element that ostensibly
rules, and has used this political element to com­
pel the people to remain in subjection. The cli­
max of this wicked organization has been
reached in the seventh world power, which is
otherwise designated as "Christendom", and
which world power has fraudulently and falsely
assumed the name of The Christ of God and has
brought upon Jehovah's holy name the greatest
amount of ignominy and shame. The end of
such defamation and wickedness must come and
now it rejoices the hearts of honest men to see
that the climax is at hand when there will be a
complete change for the good.

Jehovah declares his purpose to vindicate his
holy name at Armageddon; hence it is desig­
nated in his Word "the battle of that great day
of God Almighty". The organization of J eho­
vah, symbolized by Mount Zion, is the place of
the assembly of his troops; hence that place is
called "Armageddon". It is there that he will
"go forth and fight" for his own. (Zcch. 14: 3)
The militant host of Jehovah will be led by
Christ Jesus, who is now King of kings exercis­
ing his royal authority. (Rev. 17: 14; 19: 11-14)
To be sure, Jehovah does not need to prepare
himself for the great battle, but it is necessary
to prepare some parts of his organization and
to send them forth to make known that he is
God, and that his purpose is to destroy the
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enemy that has defamed his name and brought
suffering and death upon his creatures. The
administration of the affairs of the world must
pass completely from the control of Satan and
into the hand of Christ Jesus, who is earth's
rightful ruler. For centuries Satan has been
"the prince of this world", and now he refuses
to abdicate; hence his power and organization
are to be completely destroyed. Jehovah is long­
suffering and forbearing. (Ex. 34: 6) He has
given the enemy every opportunity to make
good his challenge and boast to turn all man­
kind against God. But the time must come for
Jehovah to act, and when his wrath is expressed
it will be so emphatic that all will know that he
is the Almighty God. Before executing his judg­
ment against the enemy fair warning and com­
plete notice is given, and such is a part of his
preparation.

In the centuries of long ago Jehovah, by his
holy spirit, moved honest men to write down
that which he purposed to bring to pass in fu­
ture days, and now the prophecies then written
are being fulfilled. Among those honest and
God-fearing men who wrote prophecy was
Zechariah, the grandson of Iddo the prophet.
It was about the year 520 B.C. when Zechariah
was given his first vision by Jehovah and when
he began to write prophecy. More than 2,400
years thereafter that prophetic vision began to
have fulfilment. At that time the World War,
which began in 1914, had come to a conclusion,
and the ruling powers of the world were bring-
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ing forth various schemes of reconstruction.
The rulers of "Christendom" had received the
evidence that Satan's world had come to an end
and that the time was at hand for the beginning
of the kingdom of God under Christ Jesus. In­
stead of heeding this evidence the seventh world
power set up a substitute for God's kingdom,
which is an abomination and detestable in J e­
hovah's eyes.

Zechariah's vision came to him from the Lord
and in the nighttime. In vision he beheld a com­
pany of men riding on horseback. The leader
of that company rode a red horse, and those
who followed after him rode red, bay and white
horses. That was a heavenly vision foreshadow­
ing things to come to pass in future days upon
the earth. That company of heavenly cavalry
halted their horses upon the side of the Mount
of Olives, in the shadow of a grove of myrtle
trees. From this vantage point the chief horse­
man made a careful survey of the city of J erusa­
lem, while the other horsemen of his company
rode up and down in the land gathering infor­
mation and returned and reported that infor­
mation to their chief. The information gained
by his own inspection, and that reported to him
by his aides, filled the chief with righteous in­
dignation. In the vision Jerusalem appeared to
be trodden down, and there was utter indif­
ference on the part of the Jews to put it in
proper shape. The chief horseman immediately
began to prepare his forces for a great war,
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which foreshadows the greatest war that is ever
to come to the nations of the earth.

A period of years passes while the chief
horseman continues the work of preparation,
and in that time only a small number of men on
earth give any heed to what is being done. The
preparatory work is not done in silence, but
openly and aboveboard, the chief even serving
notice upon his adversary and calling upon him
to prepare for the great battle, and then he tells
the enemy exactly what will be the result of that
fight. In vision the prophet sees both Jehovah's
and the enemy's mighty armies drawn up in
battle array and marks the people taking their
position in the respective militant forces. The
crucial hour arrives, and the two mighty armies
are hurled against each other, resulting in a
complete victory for the leader who stood in
the shade of the myrtle trees on his red war
mount,

The vision first discloses the chief and his as­
sistants making an inspection of Jerusalem.
That city symbolically stood for God's covenant
people in the present-day "Christendom", which
particularly means the Anglo-American empire
system, and which people are in an implied cove­
nant to do God's will. The inspection also in­
cludes an who have made a covenant to do the
will of God; and that which follows involves all
classes of people in the world.

The facts now fully known disclose that the
work of preparation, in fulfilment of the pro­
phetic vision, began in 1918 and has progressed
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over the period of fifteen years, and now the
hour draws near for the terrible clash of the
armed forces. Zechariah the prophet foreshad­
owed a small company of persons who are whol­
ly devoted to God and who are now on the earth,
and to which company of faithful ones Jehovah
God has given an understanding of the pro­
phetic vision. At the same time Jehovah has
laid upon this company of witnesses taken out
for his name the obligation and great privilege
of informing other persons on earth as to the
vision and its meaning. These are commanded
to serve notice upon the rulers of the world to
inform them of what is about to come to pass
in fulfilment of the prophetic vision, and also to
give information to all persons of good will that
they may find a way of escape in that time of
great slaughter that is shortly to take place.

The entire prophecy of Zechariah, which is
here considered and which is now being un­
folded, thrills the heart of everyone who has an
honest desire to see a righteous government es­
tablished in the earth. While this prophecy and
its fulfilment involve all creatures now on the
earth who are in an implied or direct covenant
with Jehovah God, only a small number will
understand it and appreciate it. The clergy of
"Christendom" and the principal ones of their
flocks, the opposers of the proclamation of the
message of God's vengeance and of his kingdom,
and the "evil servant" class, the "man of sin",
"the son of perdition" (2 Thess. 2: 3), not only
will fail to understand the prophecy and its in-
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terpretation but will treat it with contempt and
ridicule. On the other side, those who are whol­
ly devoted to Jehovah, and who are therefore
his chosen witnesses; and those who are of good
will and who go to make up the J onadab class
(2 Ki. 10: 15.23); and later the "great multi­
tude" (Rev. 7: 9-14), will see and greatly ap­
preciate the prophecy and its meaning.

It was in A.D. 1914 that the Prince of Peace
stood up and cast Satan out of heaven. (Dan.
12: 1; Rev. 12: 1-9) It was in 1918 that this
mighty Prince came to the temple of Jehovah
for judgment, and from that time dates the
preparation. "He that dasheth in pieces is come
up before thy face." (Nab. 2: 1) That prophetic
statement means tbat the mighty Field Marshal
of Jehovah is now present and preparing for
the great battle. To his anointed remnant on
earth Jehovah now says: "Keep [securely] the
fortress, watch the way, make thy loins strong,
... For Jehovah restoreth the excellency of
Jacob [his anointed; meaning his faithful rem­
nant on the earth]." (Nah. 2: 1, 2, A.R.V.) God's
people have been brought into unity, and now
they "offer unto the Lord an offering in right­
eousness", and that continually; and thus these
are prepared to perform their part. Tbe fact
that Jehovah foretold by his prophet concern­
ing the coming of the battle of Armageddon and
that he would prepare for it is proof that the
battle will be fought; and the further fact that
he has now opened these prophecies to tbe un­
derstanding of his anointed is evidence that the
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time of the battle is near; hence the prophecy
is of profound interest to the anointed.

Concerning his militant organization and its
preparation «in that day" Jehovah's prophet
says: "The shield of his mighty men is made
red, the valiant men are in scarlet; the chariots
flash with steel in the day of his preparation,
and the cypress spears are brandished." (Nah.
2: 3, A.R.V.) God's organization is fired with
zeal for the vindication of his great name, and
hence that organization flashes as fiery steel.
Furthermore, Jehovah says: "I have com­
manded my consecrated ones, yea, I have called
my mighty men for mine anger, even my proud­
ly exulting ones." (Isa. 13: 3, A.R.V.) Then .Je­
hovah addresses the enemy and tells him to pre­
pare and warns him of what will be the result.
«Draw thee water for the siege; strengthen thy
fortresses; go into the clay, and tread the mor­
tar; make strong the brickldln. There shall the
fire devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off; it
shall devour thee like the canker-worm: make
thyself many as the canker-worm; make thyself
many as the locust. Thou hast multiplied thy
merchants above the stars of heaven: the canker­
worm ravageth, and fleeth away. Thy princes
are as the locusts, and thy marshals as the
swarms of grasshoppers, which encamp in the
hedges in the cold day, but when the sun ariseth
they flee away, and their place is not known
where they arc."-Nah. 3: 14-17, A.R.V.

TIle Lord further gives assurance that this
battle "ill be the final end. "What do ya devise
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against Jehovah t he will make a full end; af­
fliction shall not rise up the second time."-Nah.
1 : 9, American Revised Version.

The enemy knows that his time is short,
and hence he prepares with haste for battle.
(Rev. 12: 12) Continuing his policy of fraud
and deceit, diplomacy, boasting and flattery, Sa­
tan pulls his commercial, political, military
forces and .strong-arm squad together, and then
by the mouth of his sanctimonious clergymen
tells the people that this unholy alliance is the
means for the salvation of the world. Satan
uses the various elements of his wicked organi­
zation to draw the people of all nations, and
particularly those of "Christendom", away from
God and into his own wicked camp. The Anglo­
American empire system, which chieflyis "Chris­
tendom", Satan makes his chief spokesman on
earth, and therefore in the Scriptures this 8y8­
tem is called the "false prophet"; and by this
beastly organization Satan speaks to and de­
ceives the people. ttAnd I saw three unclean
spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they
are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which
go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather them to the battle of
that great day of God Almighty. And he gath­
ered them together into a place called in the
Hebrew tongue Armageddon."-Rev. 16: 13, 14,
16; see Light, Book Two, page 42.
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Thus Satan prepares for the great battle, and
at the same time he takes a careful inventory of
the faithful followers of Christ Jesus. Against
these he forms a conspiracy the purpose of
which is to cut off these faithful witnesses of
God and to destroy them. (Ps. 2: 3, 4; 83: 2-5)
That conspiracy is formed, and the overt acts
are committed against God's anointed within
the realms of "Christendom", and this is further
proof that "Christendom" is Satan's instrument.
His reason for attempting the destruction of
these faithfulones of God is that they might not
maintain their integrity toward God, and might
thereby fail to be made part of His holy nation;
and because these are the ones whom Jehovah
uses to give notice to the world of his purpose
to destroy the enemy organization. Jehovah
causes his prophet to speak concerning his wit­
nesses in these words: "Proclaim ye this among
the nations; prepare war; stir up the mighty
men; let all the men of war draw near, let them
come up. Let the nations bestir themselves, and
come up to the valley of J ehoshaphat; for there
will I sit to judge all the nations round about."
--JoeI3:9,12,A.R.V.

THE TEMPLE
(ZECHARIAH, CHAPTER 1)

The temple or sanctuary of God must be set
up and cleansed before the complete vindication
of Jehovah's name, and such work is a part of
the preparation for the battle of the great day
of God Almighty. For some time prior to the
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opening of the temple for judgment Christ J c­
sus was giving attention to the consecrated ones
on the earth to prepare the way before Jehovah
and to bring these consecrated ones to the time
and place of judgment; and concerning that
period of time Jehovah says: "And he shall
prepare the way before me." (Mal. 3: 1) That
work being completed, then Christ Jesus sud­
denly or straightway comes to the temple: "He
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts." From that
time forward to the time of the battle of Arma­
geddon is designated in the Scriptures "the day
of his preparation".

The Scriptures show that these two periods
are separate and distinct in this, to wit, the time
of 'preparing the way before Jehovah' ends with
the coming of Christ Jesus to the temple; where­
as "the day of his preparation" begins at the
time of the coming of Christ Jesus to the temple.
The consecrated must be brought before the
Lord for examination, and must be tried and
judged, and the approved ones are brought into
the temple and anointed. This is part of the
work of "the day of his preparation". This work
was foreshadowed by the rebuilding of the typi­
cal temple at Jerusalem. The prophetic book of
Zechariah deals with this preparatory work, the
battle of the great day of God Almighty, and
the conditions that will exist at the conclusion
of that battle. All of this was written aforetime
for the purpose of giving strength to the faith­
ful remnant of God's anointed people now on
the earth. Jehovah has furnished cumulative
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evidence upon this point and it behooves us to
give careful consideration to all of such evi­
dence. This publication is issued for that very
reason.

When the term "Lord of hosts" or "Jehovah
of hosts" appears in a Scriptural text it relates
particularly to Jehovah as the Commander of
his military force which he uses to express his
wrath against the enemy. Note that the words
of the prophet concerning the coming of Christ
Jesus are: "Behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah
of hosts." (Mal. 3: 1, A.R.V.) Concerning the
rebuilding of the temple as prophesied by Zecha­
riah the command is: "THUS SAITH JEHOVAH OF
HOSTS: RETURN UNTO ME, SAITH JEHOVAH OF
HOSTS, AND I WILL RETURN UNTO YOU, SAITH JEHO·
VAH OF HOSTS." (Zech. 1: 3, A.R.V.) The great
God of battle is preparing for the final war, and
those in his organization eagerly seek for infor­
mation concerning the same.

Cyrus, the king of Persia, under the direction
or Jehovah issued a decree for the rebuilding of
the temple at Jerusalem. A remnant of Jews
returned from captivity and began the work of
rebuilding, and then because of opposition these
Jews for sixteen years did no work whatsoever
in connection with the rebuilding of the temple.
In the meantime Cyrus was succeeded by Darius,
the Persian. It was in the second year of the
reign of Darius that God sent his two prophets,
Haggai and Zechariah, to stir up the Jews and
put them to work on the temple. Zechariah be­
gan to prophesy two menths later than Haggai,
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or, to wit, in the eighth month in the second year
of the reign of Darius. (1: 1) (See Vindication,
Book Three, page 109.) Zechariah was a son of
Berechiah, who was the son of Iddo the prophet.
Therefore Zechariah was the grandson of the
prophet. The scripture also shows that Zecha­
riah was a priest. (Neh. 12: 1~4, 12-16) The
name Zechariah means "whom Jehovah remem­
bers", and Zechariah foreshadowed God's serv­
ant class on the earth at the end of the world
and whom God remembers and makes living
stones in his temple, which temple is his building
for the vindication of his great name. The name
Berechiah means "whom Jehovah hath blessed".
Sometimes Zechariah was called the son of Id­
do, because he was in fact a son of the second
generation. (Ezra 5: 1) "Iddo" means "timely;
one born on a feast day; loving; opportune".
We know that Jehovah does everything at the
opportune time.

Jehovah was displeased with the service of
these Israelites, and therefore he caused Zecha­
riah to prophesy and say: "RETURN UNTO ME,
SArTH JEHOVAH OF HOSTS.... BE YE NOT AS YOUR
FATHERS." (1: 2-5, A.R.V.) Their fathers had
permitted the temple, which had been built by
Solomon, to be cluttered up with trash and de­
filed by idol worship, and now the returned cap­
tives from Babylon were showing the same dis­
regard for God's interests by permitting the
building of the temple at Jerusalem to stop and
lie in waste. (Hag. 1: 4) The words of the
prophet Zechariah serve as a warning to all who
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are begotten of the spirit and who become negli­
gent of the duties and obligations laid upon
them by the Lord. (1: 6) Isaiah prophesied of
a similar displeasure on the part of Jehovah
with his consecrated people on the earth. (Isa.
6: 1-9; 12: 1) This is one of the reasons. why the
Lord Jehovah sent his message to cleanse his
people, that is, to refine and cleanse the temple
class; and this work would necessarily mean the
cleaning out and putting on the side all the stub­
born and rebellious ones. All must know that
Jehovah is God and that his name shall be vin­
dicated; and this work must begin at the house
of God. (Mal. 3: 1-3; Ezek. 20: 1, 37, 38; 33: 33)
Such preparatory and cleansing work must be
done before the final battle; hence it is a part of
the work of the 'day of preparation'.

A VISION
On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh

month, which corresponds to our modern month
of February, the prophet Zechariah had a vision.
It was about the time for the "latter rain". Three
months previous to that time Haggai had been
prophesying. After the twenty-fourth day of
the ninth month of the same year, it seems,
Haggai ceased prophesying, or at least there is
no record of his further prophesying; but from
that time forward Zechariah exclusively filled
the prophetic office concerning the work to be
done on the temple.

Concerning the vision the prophet said: "I
SAW BY NIGHT, AND BEHOLD A MAN RIDING UPON A
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RED HORSE, AND HE STOOD AMONG THE MYRTJ~ETREES
THAT WERE IN THE BOTTOM [of the mountain] ; AND
BEHIND HIM WERE THERE RED HORSES, SPECKLED,
AND WHITE." (1: 8) It being in the nighttime,
the vision relates to a time when 'there is dark­
ness upon the earth, and gross darkness covers
the people'. (Isa. 60: 2) The "man riding upon
a red horse" was the angel of the Lord which
materialized and to whom other angels make re­
port of the result of their investigation. (Zech.
1: 11) He was riding on a red horse, which is
a symbol of sanguinary warfare. (Isa. 63: 2)
The 'man on the red horse' manifestly represents
Christ Jesus, the Leader and Field Marshal of
Jehovah's war organization.-Ps. 45: 4.

HE SURVEYS

It is the time of inspection! The man on the
red horse "stood", that is, he made his horse
come to a standstill, and this corresponds to the
period of time of "silence in heaven", it being
the time when there was inactivity between the
end of the Elijah work (Mal. 4: 5, 6) and the
beginning of the Elisha work of the church.
(Rev. 8: 1; Light, Book I, page 99) The rider
on the red horse "STOOD AMONG THE ~rYRTLETREES
THAT WERE IN THE BOTTOM". Another transla­
tion renders this text "in the shade" or "shady
place". (Rotherltam, and A.R.V., margin) Evi­
dently the leader stood his horse at a point on
the side of the Mount of Olives in the shadow of
the trees, and from which point he makes an
inspection of the city of Jerusalem. At that
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same time there were myrtle trees growing on
the side of the Mount of Olives. (Neh. 8: 15)
It was the appropriate place for the rider to
stand his horse, and the fact that mention is
made that he stood his horse among the myrtle
trees shows that it was at an appropriate time
for Jehovah to return to his people, to restore
to them his truth, and to gather them unto him­
self. "Myrtle" means harvest, the time of resti­
tution and joy. (The Watchtower, 1931, page
149; Preservation, page 19) This would fix the
time of the fulfilment of the prophecy, to wit,
at the time the Lord was gathering his people
unto himself preparatory to cleansing them at
the temple judgment.-Ps. 50: 5; Isa, 41: 19;
55: 13.

The man on the red horse was inspecting the
city of Jerusalem, which represented God's cov­
enant people. The city of Jerusalem must, at
the time, have presented a sorry appearance
according to the description given of it by the
prophet. (Neh. 2: 11-15) The inspector general
of Jehovah's hosts must have been filled with
indignation when he surveyed the desolation of
IJerusalem, Likewise when Christ Jesus came
in 1918 to inspect the professed people of God
and set up the temple, he would look with in­
dignation upon the desolation of the earthly
part of God's organization, the covenant people
of the Most High. The words of Isaiah, at this
point, seem quite appropriate and express the
indignation of the Lord: "For the day of venge­
ance is in mine heart, and the year of my re-
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deemed [remnant people] is come." (Isa. 63: 4)
This locates the time of the beginning of the ful­
filment of Zechariah's prophecy.

The inspector general of Jehovah's hosts at
the same time made an inspection of Satan's
earthly organization: "He stood, and measured
the earth." What he then saw would further in­
crease his indignation and in due time would in­
crease his zeal to act in the destruction of the
wicked world. "He beheld, and drove asunder
the nations." (Hab, 3: 6) It is the day of Jeho­
vah's preparation. (Nah. 2: 3) Standing behind
the man on the red horse were other riders on
"RED HORSES, SPECKLED [margi1J, BAY; Leeser,
PALE], AND WHITE [horses]". This shows that
the inspector general was accompanied by his
army officers in the army of Jehovah, and these
make inspection and render their report to their
chief. (1: 11) The conclusion is irresistible that
these horsemen accompanying the Lord Jesus
represented his holy angels that accompanied
him at the time of judgment. (Matt. 25: 31)
"Behold, the mountain was full of horses . . .
of fire." (2 Ki. 6: 17) These represent the war
organization of Jehovah. "And the armies which
were in heaven followed him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean."-Rev.
19:14.

Zechariah inquired of the Lord the meaning
of these men on horses, and the angel talking
with him explained it to him: "THEN SAID I, 0
MY LORD, WHAT ARE THESE' AND THE ANGEL THAT

';tALKED WITH ME SAID UNTO ME, I WILL SHEW THEE
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WHAT THESE BE." (1: 9) This question is pro­
pounded for the benefit of those faithful ones
of the remnant now on earth, and the angel of
the Lord brings to them the needed information
in answer to their questions. (Rev. 1: 1) This
is proof that the interpretation of prophecy
does not proceed from man, but that the Lord
Jesus, the chief one in Jehovah's organization,
sends the necessary information to his people
by and through his holy angels. "AND THE MAN
THAT STOOD AMONG THE MYRTLE TREES ANSWERED
AND SAID, THESE ARE THEY WHOM THE LORD HATH
SENT TO WALK TO AND FRO THROUGH THE EARTH."
(1: 10) In the vision these represent Jehovah's
host that he uses to express his wrath against
the enemy. (Rev. 14: 20) With this host Jeho­
vah's witnesses on earth are duly associated.

Satan and his wicked agents stalk through
the earth to spy out and to maliciously act
against God's faithful people, and these horse­
men in Zechariah's vision act as observers of
what concerns Jehovah's organization and to
carry out his purposes. The Lord now has his
face or attention turned to consideration of
things on the earth, and he inspects both the
enemy organization and the organization of J c­
hovah, The eyes of the Lord are observing
everything on the earth. (Zech. 4: 10; Rev. 5: 6)
The horsemen were as the eyes of the Lord.
-Num. 10: 31.

The under-inspectors report to their chief:
"AND THEY ANSWERED TEE ANGEL OF THE LORD
THAT STOOD AMONG THE MYRTLE TREES, AND SAID,
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WE HAVE WALKED TO AND FRO THROUGH THE EARTH,
AND, BEHOLD, ALL THE EARTH SITTETH STILL, AND
IS A.T REST." (1: 11) The substance of their re­
port is that they have found the entire organiza­
tion of Satan self-centered, in a state of self­
complacency and giving no regard or concern
to the kingdom of God under Christ. This re­
port must have been made following the end of
the World War and when Satan's agencies were
seeking means and remedies to bring peace on
the war-torn earth. They gave no heed to God's
kingdom, but so far as it is concerned they sat
still and rested and relied upon the League of
Nations, the World Court, peace treaties, and
like things, to keep Satan's organization in pos­
session of the world. Of course, they gave no
assistance to God's people to proclaim the truth,
but treated them with contempt. Such describes
the attitude of the various parts of Satan's or­
ganization on earth from 1918 to 1922. But
God's remnant got on their feet and began to
work.

At the conclusion of the report by these
under-inspectors, "THEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD
ANSWERED AND SAID, 0 LORD OF HOSTS, HOW LONG
WILT THOU NOT HAVE :MERCY ON JERUSALEM AND
ON THE CITIES OF JUDAH, AGAINST WHICH THOU
HAST HAD INDIGNATION THESE THREESCORE AND TEN
YEARS?" (1: 12) This corresponds to the condi­
tion amongst God's people from 1918 to 1922,
probably before the general convention of the
latter year at Cedar Point, Ohio. It was when
the Lord's covenant people saw that Christ the
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great Inspector General had come to the temple
that they cried out: "Save now, I beseech thee,
o Lord: 0 Lord, I beseech thee, send now pros­
perity." (Ps. 118: 25) It was in 1922 that God's
covenant people became aware of their own neg­
ligence in connection with the building of the
antitypical temple. It was then that the Lord
spoke words of comfort to them and they re­
joieed, seeing that Jehovah's anger had turned
away from them. (Isa, 12: 1-4; 61: 1-3) "AND
THE LORD ANSWERED THE ANGEL THAT TALKED WITH
ME WITH GOOD WORDS, AND COMFORTABLE WORDS:'
-1:13.

Zechariah, having received the good and com­
fortable words from the Lord, was commanded
to make a proclamation: "SO THE ANGEL THAT
COMMUNED WITH ME SAID UNTO ME, CRY THOU,
SAYING, THUS SAlTH THE LORD OF HOSTS, I AM
JEALOUS FOR JERUSALEM AND FOR ZION WITH A
GREAT JEALOUSY." (1: 14) This proclamation or
message must be both of God's vengeance against
the enemy and of comfort to his own people. J e­
hovah had put his name on his consecrated peo­
ple who represented his true interest and whom
he would give a part in the work of vindicating
his name. Hence he manifests his jealousy (his
zeal) by returning unto Zion his great favor.
(Zech. 8: 1-3; Ps. 102: 16) For that very reason
'Jehovah provided for the release and delivery
of his people from bondage in the year 1919.
During the World War Satan's agencies, par­
ticularly the Anglo-American empire system,
had ill-treated God's faithful people much to the
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displeasure of Jehovah; hence he caused his
prophet to say: "AND I AM VERY SORE DISPLEASED
WITH THE HEATHEN THAT ARE AT EASE [CARELESS
(PROUD, margin), Roth.] ; FOR I WAS BUT ALITTLE
DISPLEASED, AND THEY HELPED FORWARD THE AF­
FLICTION." (1: 15) It was "Christendom", this
Anglo-American empire system, that not only
became indifferent to God's kingdom and rested
in ease in their own strength to lift up the na­
tions, but helped forward the affliction of God's
people in particular. The Lord also says, "I
WAS BUT A LITTLE DISPLEASED [with his own peo­
ple] ," and for this reason he permitted them to
be taken into custody by the enemy. (Jer.12: 7)
Instead of "Christendom's" exercising mercy
towards those who preached the gospel of God's
kingdom (at that time this very preaching was
with fear and trembling), "Christendom" took
delight in punishing Jehovah's covenant people
and helped forward their affliction. Since then
the same agents of Satan continue to make war
against God's anointed. The prophecy of Eze­
kiel describes the malice of "Christendom"
against God's remnant people.-See Ezekiel 25;
Vindication, Book Two, page 9.

In making preparation for the punishment of
the enemy organization Jehovah sends his "Mes­
senger of the covenant", Christ Jesus, to gather
together his people, build.up t~e t~mp~e class,
and make them fit for participating ill hIS work.
"THEREFORE THUS SAITH THE LORD, I AM RETURNED
TO JERUSALEM WITH MERCIES; MY HOUSE SHALL BE
BUIL'I IN IT, SAlTH THE LORD OF HOSTS, AND A LINE>
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SHALL BE STRETCHED FORTH UPON JERUSALEM."
(1: 16) Seeing this, Jehovah's remnant should
be very zealous and not slack their hands in the
work because of opposition put forth by the
enemy. The Lord declares that his temple shall
be built up, and it is built up, "even in troublous
times," (Dan. 9: 25) 'The line stretched forth
upon Jerusalem' is to measure the progressive
work which Jehovah has done in the building up
of his organization on earth since 1922. He ex­
presses his purpose to comfort and strengthen
his people. "CRY YET, SAYING, THUS SAITH THE
LORD OF HOSTS, My CITIES TIIROUGH PROSPERITY
SHALL YET BE SPREAD ABROAD [MY CITIES (SHALL)
OVERFLOW WITH BLESSING, Roth.] ; AND THE LORD
SHALL YET COMFORT ZION, AND SHALL YET CHOOSE
JERUSALEM."-l: 17.

Jehovah has prospered his organization by
committing to the remnant the testimony of Je·
sus Christ, the kingdom interests on earth, and
the duty of carrying on the Elisha work, and by
pouring out his spirit upon them, and bringing
them into his organization, and permitting them
to drink the fruit of the vine new with the Lord
Jesus Christ in his organization. "For the Lord
shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste
places, and he will make her wilderness like
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the
Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody." (Isa,
51: 3) When Zion is builded up those therein
must give praise to Jehovah. "Thou shalt arise,
and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to
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favour her, yea, the set time, is come. When the
Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his
glory. To declare the name of the Lord in Zion,
and his praise in Jerusalem." (Ps, 102: 13,
16, 21) Jehovah has vindicated his Word to­
ward his people by putting his message of truth
into their mouths and sending them forth to de­
liver his testimony.-Isa. 51: 16.

Having consoled his own people of Zion, J e­
hovah now tells her of the enemies that will
come against her. "THEN LIFTED I UP MINE EYES,
AND SAW, AND, BEHOLD, FOUR HORNS." (1: 18)
Horns symbolize means of pushing or inflicting
punishment upon another. (Ezek. 34: 21; Deut.
33: 17) Up to the time of the prophecy of Zecha­
riah four devilish world powers had existed and
inflicted punishment upon men who served J e­
hovah God. The prophecy here means that four
more world powers, to wit, Greece, Rome, the
Anglo-American empire system, which is "Chris­
tendom", and the combination of the League of
Nations, which is the eighth world power, would
further oppose God's anointed people. (Rev.
17: 11) The angel of the Lord tells Zechariah
that these horns are the powers that scatter
God's people. (1: 19) The "fonr horns" would
also fitly represent the complete power of Sa­
tan's organization, which does violence to God's
people and which reaches its climax of wicked.
ness in the seventh world power.

The Scriptural use of "four" is symbolic of
completeness, such as foursquare. "AND THE
LORD SHEWED ME FOUR CARPENTERS [CRA.FTSMEN,
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Roth.; SMITHS, A.R.V.]." (1: 20) Generally the
word here used for "carpenters" means artificers
or ones who do constructive work. The «four"
is here used as symbolical of the complete army
of the Lord which hammers the horns off the
bull heads of Satan's organization, and crushes
them. Since the prophet inquires concerning
the four constructors or artificers, the angel of
the Lord said: "THEN SAID I, WHAT COME THESE
TO DaY AND HE SPAKE, SAYING, THESE [horns]
ARE THE HORNS WHICH HAVE SCATTERED JUDAH
[God's faithful people], so THAT NO MAN DID LIFT
UP HIS HEAD [in 1918 and 1919]: nUT THESE
[artificers or carpenters or constructors] ARE
COME TO FRAY THEM, TO CAST OUT THE HORNS OF
THE GENTILES, WHICH LIFTED UPTHEIR HORN OVER
THE LAND OF JUDAH TO SCATTER IT." (1: 21) These
are God's provided means to discomfit the enemy,
such as Gideon did in his time. (Jndg, 8: 12;
Isa. 19: 16; Ezek. 30: 9) This wicked crowd of
Satan rises up to scatter and to destroy those
who praise Jehovah God, pictured by Judah,
and the Lord God purposes the destruction of
these assailants and makes preparation to that
end. If Jehovah's witnesses were left without
instruction or spiritual food they would be dis­
couraged and cast down, and the enemy would
put them to flight. Now Jehovah instructs his
faithful people and gives them comfort and en­
couragement that they may have hope of com­
plete victory through Christ .Tcans; and thus he
prepares them for their part in the work of vin­
dication.



CHAPTER II

CONSOLATION
(ZECHARIAH, CHAPTER 2)

JEHOVAH is the Father of mercy and the
God of all comfort, and therefore he com­
forts his own people according to their

needs. (2 Cor. 1: 3-5) The anointed now are
commissioned to comfort those on earth who
mourn and who trust in Jehovah. This consola­
tion is administered by informing those who
will hear that Jehovah is God and that his king­
dom is the means of complete relief and bless­
ings for humankind. The greatest consolation
that comes to the anointed is for them to know
Jehovah and to understand his purposes and
their own relationship to the Most High, and
such privilege is given to them now by Jehovah
through Christ Jesus the Head of the temple
organization.

In the preceding chapter is recorded a vision
had by Zechariah and III which the declaration
is made by Jehovah of hosts that U ALINE SHALL
BE STRETCHED FORTH UPON JERUSALEM". Now the
prophet Zechariah has another vision: "I LIFTED
UP MINE EYES AGAIN, AND LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, A
MAl'l" WITH AMEASURING LINE IN HIS HAND." (2: 1)
In this vision the man that appeared with the
measuring line in his hand is shown by verse
four to be a young man; hence he here pictures
that same class represented in the prophecy of

36
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Joel as 'the young men which see visions'. (Joel
2: 28) In this vision the young man represents
the faithful and zealous ones that appear before
the Lord upon his coming to the temple for
judgment. The prophet Zechariah then inquires
the purpose of this man: "THEN SAID I, WHITHER
GOEST THOU 1 AND HE SAID UNTO ME, To MEASURE
JERUSALEM, '1'0 SEE WHAT IS THE BREADTH THERE­
OF, AND WHAT IS THE LENGTH THEREOF." (2: 2)
Thus he represents God's faithful people exam­
ining his prophecies to ascertain what should
be their state and their present work in his
organization. These do not rely merely on what
has been said by others concerning God's Word,
but they go "to the law and to the testimony"
and continue to examine it, that they may find
out what God would have done by his anointed
people. (Isa. 8: 20) The young man here, pic­
turing the faithful remnant, does not come to
find fault with or criticize God's organization
and condemn it, but to know what he must do to
be in harmony with Jehovah and to receive at
his hands prosperity and blessings. Such is the
correct attitude of the faithful remnant on
earth. Such is further shown by the work of
Ezekiel in taking note of the depths of the
waters flowing out from the temple.-Ezek. 47:
3-6.

Certain duties and kingdom interests have
been committed by the Lord to his angels, which
include the transmission of information to God's
anointed people on the earth for their aid and
comfort. Even though we cannot understand
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how the angels transmit this information, we
know that they do it; and the Scriptures and
the facts show that it is done. (Matt. 25: 31;
Jude 14, 15; Zech. 14: 5) This conclusion is ful­
ly supported by the following words of Zech­
ariah's prophecy: "AND, BEHOLD, THE ANGEL THAT
TALKED WITH :ME WENT FORTH, AND ANOTHER AN­
GEL WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM,
RUN, SPEAK TO THIS YOUNG MAN, SAYING, JERUSA­
LEM SHALL BE INHABITED AS TOWNS WITHOUT WALLS
FOR THE MULTITUDE OF MEN AND CATTLE THEREIN."
(2 : 3, 4) There the angel of the Lord is com­
manded to make haste and to tell the message
of comfort to the inquiring saints on the earth.
Many will recall now that in the year 1919, when
the faithful were disconsolate, the Lord gave to
his people an understanding of the Elijah and
Elisha pictures (1 Ki. 19: 13-21; Mal. 4: 5, 6)
that had troubled them for a long while, and this
brought to them consolation. It was then that
they learned that there was still much work to
be done to the glory of the Lord, and this brought
them great joy. Then later, at the convention
of God's people in 1922, the angel of the Lord
'spoke' to the "young man" class, that is to say,
those who were strong in the Lord, and brought
information to them; and these faithful ones
were then permitted to "see visions", that is to
say, to understand God's Word, and those who
showed an appreciation of God's favor thus
bestowed upon them have since continued to
progress in the understanding of prophecy, all
of which has brought to them great consolation.
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The "young man", which is Jehovah's faithful
remnant on earth, is informed that Jerusalem
is to be inhabited as a town without walls «FOR

THE MULTITUDE OF MEN AND CATTLE THEREIN". J e­
hovah's woman, which is Zion, now having
travailed, must bring forth her children, "the
remnant of her seed," and thus increase the num­
ber in God's organization. (Isa. 66: 8; Rev. 12:
17; Mic. 5: 3) The command is given to "enlarge
the place of thy tent", for "thy seed shall in­
herit the [nations]". (Isa. 54: 2,3) The prophe­
cy applied to the time after the kingdom had
been born, and now the city shall be brought
under the rulership of the great Prince 01 Peace.
This information, which began to be appreciated
by some in 1924, was of real comfort and pre­
pared them for greater things that followed,
particularly participation in the work for the
vindication of Jehovah's name. "TOWNS WITH­
OUT WALLS" does not mean that God's organiza­
tion is to be without protection, but that J eho­
vah is her protection. (2: 5) "MEN," as used in
verse four, must exclude all unclean ones. (Isa.
52: 1) That means that those in the covenant
with Jehovah, and who had responded to the call
for the kingdom, and were at this time on the
"highway" (Isa, 35: 8), are small in number;
but in God's due time all spirit-begotten ones
must come over the "highway" and into God's
organization, hence the prophecy must refer to
and include those of the "great multitude" class.
(Rev. 7: 9-14) When these are brought in it will
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constitute a multitude in God's organization
which no man can number.

'The multitude of cattle' represents the wealth
of God's organization. God made cattle and
creeping things and gave man dominion over
the same; hence the word "CATTLE" of Jerusalem
seems to figuratively represent those who are
ultimately brought into Jehovah's organization
on earth and who are under the "Anointed One",
such as the "sheep" class described by Christ
Jesus. (Matt. 25: 31-40) In due time these must
come over the "highway" and come into God's
organization. All things of the earth which re­
ceive life will be put under Jehovah's anointed
"man", Christ Jesus. (Ps. 8: 4-7)) The picture
here is of the great increase of God's organiza­
tion. Man who is favored by being given a
knowledge of truth and who refuses to heed the
same is 'like the beast that perisheth', (Ps, 49:
12,20) Such men have no preeminence above
the beast.-Eccl. 3: 18, 19.

"THEMULTITUDE OF • • • CATTLE" may well pie­
ture those who are 'marked in the forehead' by
the anointed class, and who are brought through
the "tribulation", and who are designated as
'the Jonadab class', and who later come over the
"highway", which class is also described as the
'millions now living who will never die'. Such
will be the spared ones described by the prophet.
(Ezek. 9:4; 14:13,17,19,21; Isa. 49:20,21)
These must be marked by the 'man in linen, with
the writer's inkhorn by his side'. These prophe­
cies, being understood, therefore have brought,
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consolation to Jehovah's anointed, because they
inform them that there is a big work to be done,
which they are privileged to have a part in if
they are faithful, and that this work shall result
in the vindication of J ehovah's name. All who
come over the "highway", as above mentioned,
must he informed before Armageddon, and this
work Jehovah has committed to his anointed
remnant, giving them the privilege to carry the
"fruits" of his kingdom and bear them to others
that they might know that he is the Almighty
God. This work in the field of Jehovah is a
blessed thing and is accompanied with peace
and joy.

This prophetic vision of Zechariah discloses
that God's temple or sanctuary will be built and
cleansed and that Jehovah himself will be in the
midst of and over and above all of his holy or­
ganization. Hence Jehovah is the complete pro­
tection thereof. "FOR I, SAUH THE LORD, WILL BE
UNTO HER AWALL OF lfIRE ROUND ABOUT, AND WILL
BE TIlE GLORY IN THE MIDST OF HER." (2: 5) J e­
hovah's remnant on the earth will not be relying
on protection such as is furnished by detectives,
policemen, armies and navies, but will rely for
their protection upon the Lord, who is their real
wall and strength. He is a wall of complete pro­
tection to those inside of his organization, and
a wall of destructive fire to those on the outside
and in opposition. Anyone who tries to go into
God's organization in any other way than by
the "gate" or "door", Christ Jesus, finds that he
is attempting the impossible thing. He cannot
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scale the wall. (John 10: 1-9) To the enemy
"our God is a consuming fire". (Reb. 12: 29) To
His organization Jehovah is full protection: "As
the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so
the Lord is round about his people from hence­
forth even for ever." (Ps. 125: 2) This propho­
cy applies particularly at the present time and
discloses that Jehovah will give all the needed
protection to his people to whom he has given
his name, and therefore to them his name is a
strong tower or fortress.-Prov. 18: 10, A.R.V.

The glory of the entire organization is J eho­
vah himself: "1 . • • WILL BE THE GLORY IN THE
MIDST OF HER." It is Jehovah's palace that is
being builded, and he is the light and the glory
thereof. This prophecy discloses that Jehovah's
temple must be built and that he will dwell in
his holy temple, in the midst of his organization.
There will be no glory therein of creatures, such
as leaders or elected elders or the 'more holy
than thou' character-developers. Nor will there
be any praise, honor and glory therein given to
men, whether these men have lived in the past
or live in the present. Jehovah is to be given
all the glory for the truth and the work ac­
complished by it. The glory of God's anointed
people will be in the name and power of J eho­
vah. "And the city had no need of the sun,
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof." (Rev. 21: 23) "When the Lord shall
build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory." (Ps.
102: 16) "Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
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and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee."
(Isa. 60: 1) ((The voice of the Lord maketh the
hinds to calve, and diseovereth the forests: and
in his temple doth everyone speak of his glory."
(Ps. 29: 9) The reason for this is stated in
Ezekiel's prophecy. -Ezek. 43: 2,4; Vindica­
tion, Book Three, page 244.

The land of Babylon lay to the north of the
land of Palestine inhabited by the Jews and is
called "tha land of the north". (Jer. 25: 9)
Babylon is symbolic of Satan's organization,
particularly of "Christendom"; and all who will
be prepared for the battle of the great day of
God Almighty and be on God's side must aban­
don the Devil's organization. In harmony with
this the prophecy of Zechariah says: "Ho, HO,
COME FORTH, AND FLEE FROM THE LAND OE' THE
NORTlI, SAITH THE LORD: FOR I HAVE SPltEAD YOU
ABROAD AS THE FOUR WINDS OF THE HEAVEN, SAITH
THE LORD." (2 : 6) Ever since the general con­
vention of God's people in 1919 the cry has gone
forth continually: "Come out of her, my peo­
ple." (Rev.1S: 4) After learning that Satan had
been cast out of heaven, and after discerning
his organization, God's anointed people have
been more persistent than ever in crying out
against that wicked organization and warning
the people to take their stand outside of it and
against it and on Jehovah's side. The persecu­
tions that were inflicted upon God's people dur­
ing the World War, particularly by the Anglo·
:American empire system of «Christendom",
Jehovah has turned to his own honor by increas-
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ing and intensifying the witness work done
throughout the world. This is emphasized by
Zechariah's prophecy: "I HAVE SPREAD yOU AB:ROAD
AS THE FOUR WINDS OF THE HEAVEN, SAlTH THB
LORD." Jehovah has provided the ways and
means and has sent his witnesses into all na..
tiona of "Christendom", and in the spring of
1933 a united witness work was given in seventy­
eight different nations of the earth. The prep­
aration of the people for the great battle of
Armageddon progresses.

When the Israelites returned from Babylon
to Jerusalem they went back, not for a selfish
purpose, but went up "to build the house of the
Lord which is in Jerusalem". (Ezra 1: 5) When
Zechariah received the vision and began to
prophesy, more than eighteen years had passed
since Babylon had been overthrown; and yet he
prophesied saying: "Ho l ZION, DELIVER THYSELF,
THOU THAT DWELLEST WITH THE DAUGRTER OF
BABYLON." (2: 7, Roth.) "To ZION ESCA.PE, TROU
INHABITRESS OF BABEL." (Roth., margin) The
gathering of the remnant to Zion, God's organi­
zation, is not for rest and idleness, but to be
prepared for work and to do the work of bear­
ing testimony of Jehovah, and continuing this
up to the time of Armageddon. God's anointed
people, therefore, must be completely separate
and distinct from Satan's organization. The
gathering of the remnant of Zion began after
Satan's organization was cast out of heaven; and
after that the cry speaks of Babylon as being
still in existence, showing that the cry, in ful-
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filment of the prophecy, must go forth at the
present time and before the battle of Armaged­
don. It is therefore the present work of the
remnant; hence we behold the prophecy in
course of fulfilment preparatory for the great
day of God Almighty.

Christ Jesus is the vindicator of Jehovah's
name, and God has sent him to the nations, par­
ticularly to "Christendom", which has perse­
cuted the anointed ones. "FOR THUS SAITH THE
LORD OF HOSTS, AFTER THE GLORY HATH HE SENT
ME UNTO THE NATIONS WHICH SPOILED YOU; FOR
HE THAT TOUCHETII YOU TOUCHETR THE APPLE OF
HIS EYE." (2: 8) Rotherham. renders this text:
"E'OR HIS OWN HONOUR HATH [Jehovah] SENT ME
UNTO THE NATIONS THAT ARE SPOILING YOU." The
~nglo-Americanimperialism constitutes the na­
tions where the major portion of the persecu­
tion of Jehovah's witnesses takes place, and it
is among that people that "the testimony of Je­
sus Christ" must be delivered, and this is done
for the honor of Jehovah's name. Christ Jesus
leads the "servant" class, causing them to go
about the land and deliver the testimony of J e­
hovah, which is committed unto Christ J esus
and by him to the remnant. (Rev. 12: 17) This
is preparatory work for the great war, because
Jehovah will have the testimony delivered be­
fore he engages in the fight. It is the honor of
Jehovah's name that is involved, and that is the
reason the testimony must be given. "Therefore
say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord God, I do not this for your sakes, 0 house
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of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which
ye have profaned among the heathen, whither
ye went."-Ezek. 36: 22; Ps. 115: 1, 2; Isa. 66:
18,19.

The authoritative words of Jesus are that he
would send forth his angels and gather out all
that offend and all workers of iniquity. (Matt.
13: 41) This is work of cleansing the sanctuary
that the approved ones may be prepared to do
the work of Jehovah and give full attention to
the kingdom interests. This being done, the ap­
proved ones constitute the remnant, which are
specially dear to the Lord and tenderly loved
by him; hence Jehovah, by his prophet, speaks
of these as "THE APPLE OF HIS EYE". The eyes of
Jehovah watch over the remnant, and to commit
an offense against them is to commit offense
against the eyes of Jehovah God. Those who
serve Jehovah faithfully he will protect and will
prepare them for the war. "Mine eyes shall be
upon the faithful of the land, that they may
dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way,
he shall serve me." (Ps, 101: 6) With confidence
the remnant pray: "Keep me as the apple of
the eye; hide me under the shadow of thy wings,
from the wicked that oppress me, from my dead­
ly enemies who compass me about." (Ps.17: 8, 9)
Those who maintain their integrity toward God
he will keep.-Deut. 32: 10.

Jehovah constantly bestows his loving-kind­
ness upon his faithful witnesses, and to them
that loving-kindness is great consolation. While
the Lord comforts his own people he informs
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them that he will turn the tables on Satan's or­
ganization, and particularly on that part of the
organization of earth that persecutes the faith­
ful remnant. uFOR, BEHOLD, I WILL SHAKE. MINE.
HAND UPON THEM, A.ND THEY SHALL BE ASTOlL TO
THEIR SERVAN~S: AND YE SHALL !{NOW THAT THB
LORD OF HOSTS HATH SENT ME." (2: 9) Other
translations of this text read: "FOR, BEHOLD, I
WILL SHAKE MINE HAND OVER THEM." (English
Revised V ersio11,) "FOR BEHOLD ME 1BRANDISHING
MY HAND OVER THEM, AND THEY SHALL BECOME A
SPOIL UNTO THEIR OWN SLAVES, AND YE [hypocriti­
cal 'Christendom'] SHALL KNOW THAT JEHOVAH
OF HOSTS HATH SENT ME." (Roth.) This prophecy
shows that it is the judgment of Jehovah against
the persecutors of his people executed against
them because they have thus dishonored J eho­
vah's name. During the World War the Anglo­
American imperialistic system, which is "Chris­
tendom", spoiled Jehovah's witnesses and killed
the Elijah work. Now Jehovah says: "BEHOLD
ME 1BRANDISHING MY HAND OVER THEM." This is
his hand of judgment that will destroy them.
(Deut. 32: 41) Jehovah has sent his witnesses
to bear his testimony before "Christendom" and
to thus 'serve them', and in turn "Christendom"
has maltreated Jehovah's witnesses, which is an
insult to the Lord. Therefore the Lord directs
his servants, saying concerning the enemy: "Re­
ward her even as she rewarded you, and double
unto her double according to her works : in the
cup which she hath filled, fill to her double."
-Rev.lS: 6.
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The people of Satan's organization, particu­
larly the ruling class of "Christendom", namely,
the shepherds and the principal of the flocks,
shall know that Jehovah of hosts has sent his
witnesses to them. God will make known to these
hypocrites that he sent his Judge and Messen­
ger to the temple in 1918 and that since that
time he has been causing his humble and faith.
ful representatives on earth to bring the truth
to the rulers of the world, and that they have
spurned the truth and now shall receive their
just punishment. It is displeasing to Jehovah
to have the praises of men sung in connection
with such work; hence he commands that his
people shall sing forth God's praises: "Sing
unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things:
this is known [make known] in all the earth."
(Isa. 12: 5) The universal organization of J e­
hovah is mentioned under the symbol of a wom­
an called Zion, which gives birth to his king­
dom or capital organization. This includes those
of the remnant on earth who maintain their in­
tegrity to the end. The kingdom organization is
therefore properly called the "daughter of Zion".
Those of the capital organization are told to
sing forth the praises of Jehovah for the excel.
lent things which he has done. "SING AND RE­
;roICE, 0 DAUGHTER OF ZION: FOR, LO, I COME, AND
I WILL DWELL IN THE MIDST OF THEE, BAITH THE
LORD." (2: 10) The kingdom was born in 1914,
and the birth of the children of Zion began in
1918,when judgment began at the house of Cod.
lA.ll who have been thus born and who continue
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faithful are taught of God and have great peace,
and hence with them it is a time of joy and sing­
ing. Now the anointed see that Jehovah has
come to his sanctuary in the representative ca­
pacity of his beloved Son, and their joy knows
no bounds. Jehovah is in his holy temple, and
such is a cause of rejoicing to all who love his
appearing. (Hab. 2: 20; 2 Tim. 4: 8) This is
"the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ". (Titus 2: 13) This
means to the faithful that they are free and that
they will serve God according to his will and not
according to the will of any creature. Therefore
they rejoice in the Lord and dwell in comfort
and in safety in his temple.

That "day of the Lord" is from and after the
beginning of the kingdom, and for the remnant
it dates particularly from 1918. For the further
consolation of his faithful people Jehovah
through Zechariah says: "AND MANY NATIONS
SHALL BE JOINED TO THE LORD IN THAT DAY, AND
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE: AND I WILL DWELL IN THE
MIDST OF THEE: AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT THE
LORD OF HOSTS HATH SENT ME UNTO THEE." (2: 11)
The organization of the nations of the earth
that now rule will be destroyed and will never
be joined unto the Lord. The "MANY NATIONS"
here mentioned means the people of the many
nationalities which shall accept the message of
the truth and take their stand on the side of God
and his kingdom; and this is exactly what many
are now doing, and which class of people were
pictured by Jonadab joining Jehu and enter-
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ing into his chariot. (2 Ki. 10: 15, 16) Those that
"SHALL BE JOINED TO THE LORD IN THAT DAY" must
also include the "great multitude", which comes
from all nations. (Rev. 7: 9) All who come into
God's organization must be included in this
prophecy. (Nurn. 18: 2, 4; Gen. 29: 34) All such
become the people of God because they take J e­
hovah's side in the controversy. A distinction
is made between such and those whom God takes
out as "a people for his name", and it is these
latter ones that the prophecy mentions as "the
sanctuary" of Jehovah.

The remnant now know that Jehovah has sent
his Messenger to the temple and that he has
made known to the faithful the meaning of the
prophecy. That means, then, that the remnant
must not be idle, but that they must do with
their might the work that has been assigned to
them. "In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem,
Fear thou not; and to Zion, Let not thine hands
be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee
is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee
with joy; he will rest in his love; he will joy
over thee with singing." (Zeph. 3: 16, 17) The
remnant cannot fulfil God's commands by in­
dulging in what is called "character develop­
ment". They must do much more than that. The
remnant are marching to the battlefield, and
they must be diligent while on the way, giving
heed to every commandment of the Greater
Moses, Christ J esus.-Acta 3: 22, 23.

The remnant now constitute the class on earth
pictured by Judah ("Praise"), because they are
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engaged in singing the praises of Jehovah, and
concerning these the prophet says: "AND THE
LORD SHALL INHERIT JUDAH HIS PORTION IN THE
HOLY LAND, AND SHALL CHOOSE JERUSALEM AGAIN."
(2: 12) The kingdom covenant was made with
the tribe of J udall; and those who have been
called to the kingdom and accepted into the cove­
nant for the kingdom, and who are faithfully
keeping the terms of that covenant, are Jeho­
vah's "portion". (Dent. 32: 9) Jehovah has in­
herited them since the building up of Zion as
his palace and place of official residence, at
which time he made Christ J esus as the chief
corner and head stone of Zion, and then he
brought forth his children by his woman.-Isa.
28: 16; 54: 13; 66: 8; Ps. 132: 13; 33: 12.

The "holy land" mentioned in this prophecy
is called also "THE SOIL OF THE SANCTUARY".
(Roth.) It is particularly the presence of God's
beloved Son at the temple which sanctifies or
makes holy the "land" or "soil", that is to say,
the condition of the remnant on earth. The
temple is pictured by Ezekiel as located in the
midst of the "holy portion of the land". (Ezek.
45: 1-3) Jerusalem is the name applied to God's
organization, symbolized by his woman. (Isa.
54: 6,7) Now according to the prophecy of
Zechariah Jehovah "SHALL CHOOSE JERUSALEM
AGAIN". This marks the time of Jehovah's or­
ganization giving birth to her children, and
which means that all such will be taught of God
in the temple and will have great peace and be
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prepared for the time of Armageddon and what
shall follow.

Much boasting and foolish babble has been in­
dulged in by creatures of Satan's organization
for centuries, and now Jehovah's time for judg­
ment has come, and he says: "BE SILENT, 0 ALL
FLESH, BEFORE THE LORD: FOR HE IS RAISED UP OUT
OF HIS HOLY HADITATION." (2: 13) The official
element of Satan's organization presumptuously
tries to control the speech of Jehovah's wit­
nesses, bragging about their own supreme pow­
er and determining what the people shall have
or hear. Furthermore, they make feigned pre­
dictions as to what shall come to pass, and they
bring forth vain and abortive schemes for the
recovery of the sick world. They have refused
to give heed to the message of Jehovah, and the
day for the sacrifice of Satan's wicked organiza­
tion is at hand, and Jehovah says: "Hold thy
peace at the presence of the I..ord God; for the
day of the Lord is at hand: for the Lord hath
prepared a sacrifice [of Satan's organization],
he hath bid his guests [margin, prepared his
guests; the faithful members of God's organiza­
tion]. And it shall come to pass in the day of
the Lord's sacrifice, that I will punish the
princes, and the king's children [seed of the
Serpent], and all such as are clothed with
strange apparel [marks of identification]."
(Zeph. 1: 7, 8) The Devil's servants are clothed
with garments that identify them as members
of his organization. Many peoples in the earth
today, and particularly the rulers, are thus iden-
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tifying themselves by taking their stand on the
Devil's side, and they shall be sacrificed.

"But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all
the earth keep silence before him." (Hab. 2: 20)
Since 1918 Jehovah, in the representative ca­
pacity of Christ Jesus, has been at his temple
for judgment. But none of these braggarts shall
be able to stand. The day of Jehovah's wrath is at
hand. (Ps. 76: 7, 8) Self-important members of
Satan's earthly organization continue to boast
and talk loud and to stress their ownimportance.
Therefore the Lord says to them: "Therefore
prophesy thou against them all these words, and
say unto them, The Lord shall roar from on
high, and utter his voice from his holy habita­
tion; he shall mightily roar upon [roar over]
his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they
that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants
of the earth." (Jer. 25: 30) Jehovah's witnesses
must continue to boldly declare the message of
the kingdom. This is to be done, not with an air
of apology, but with open frankness of speech,
at the same time trusting implicitly in the Lord.
Why should one of Jehovah's witnesses ask per­
mission of any part of Satan's organization to
go and preach the gospel of the kingdom? This
is Jehovah's fight, and he will ask no quarter.
His faithful sons entirely trust and fully obey
his commandments. Jehovah raises up and pre­
pares his army and says: "When I have . . .
raised up [my] sons . . . against thy sons, 0
Greece [the seed of the Serpent], and made thee
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[Zion] as a sword of a mighty man," then the
Lord will destroy the enemy.-9: 13, 14.

Jehovah now shows his favored ones that he
is preparing his creatures and maneuvering his
forces for the battle of the great day. Hence
let no man who will maintain his integrity to­
ward God show any fear of creatures, but let
him "stand in awe [of Jehovah], and sin not:
commune with your own heart upon your bed,
and be still". (Ps. 4: 4) This means that no
creature dares to run ahead of the Lord and
carry out his own views, but must watch the
hand of the Lord and move strictly according
to the commandments of the Lord God. J eho­
vah's great Prophet, Christ Jesus, gives com­
mandment, and let everyone who will have the
approval of Jehovah obey that great Prophet.
(Acts 3: 23) Not only a fight is just ahead, but
the greatest fight of all ages. Those who stead­
fastly remain on the side of Jehovah will con­
tinue to enjoy peace and comfort while march­
ing to the war.



CHAPTER III

THE ANOINTED
(ZECIIARIAH, CIUPTXlt 3)

JEHOVAH'S Priest is his beloved Son Christ
Jesus. He acts in the capacity of a sacrificing
priest to offer up the members of his body,

in which capacity he was foreshadowed by the
Aaronie priesthood. He is the royal priest, and
in this office he was foreshadowed by Melchize­
dek, "a priest upon his throne." In due time J e­
hovah sends forth his Son, the great Priest and
Judge, to rule in the midst of his enemies, and
at that time says to him: "The Lord hath sworn,
and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchizedek, The Lord at
thy right hand shall strike through kings in the
day of his wrath." (Ps. 110: 1-5) Christ Jesus
acts in the capacity of a sacrificing priest in of­
fering up his body members, and acts in the
capacity of the Melchizedek priest in preparing
the members of his body for the great war.

"Joshua" is the Old Testament name for Je­
sus by whom salvation comes from .Jehovah, and
about which much is said in the third chapter of
Zechariah's prophecy, and which relates to God's
anointed people. The third chapter of Zecha­
riah's prophecy is explained at some length in
Vindication, Book Three, pages 139-152. Since
this chapter relates to the preparing of God's
remnant for the battle of the great day, further

5~
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consideration is here given to it. In this chap­
tel' of the prophecy J osima represents those
who have been called to the kingdom, who have
responded to the call, and who stand in the pres­
ence of Christ Jesus for trial and preparation
that the approved ones thereof may have a
place in the temple. "Joshua the high priest"
represents Christ Jesus, the sacrificing priest,
who has brought these who are in a covenant
with God by sacrifice up to this point of judg­
ment. Christ Jesus is also in that same picture
represented as "the angel of Jehovah", that is
to say, "the Messenger of the covenant" and
Judge, and who as Jehovah's Priest after the
order of Melchizedek must and does conduct the
trial of the covenant people of Jehovah, separat­
ing the disapproved and bringing into the temple
the approved ones and anointing them in order
that these approved ones may offer unto Jeho­
vah an offering in righteousness.-Mal. 3: 1-3.

The angel that talked with Zechariah (1: 9)
explained the vision to Zechariah, in these
words: "AND HE SHEWED ME JOSHUA THE HIGH
PRIEST STANDING BEFORE THE ANGEL OF THE LORD,
AND SATAN STANDING AT HISRIGHT HAND TO RESIST
HIM. ANDTHE LORD SAID UNTO SATAN, THE LORD
REBUKE THEE, 0 SATAN; EVEN TIlE LORD THAT
HATH CHOSEN JERUSALEM REBUKE THEE: IS NOT
THIS A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FInE? Now
JOSHUA WAS CLOTHED WITH FILTHY GARMENTS, AND
STOOD BEFORE THE ANGEL."-3: 1-3.

In this prophecy "Joshua the high priest"
means Jesus Christ who has brought "Joshua",
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his prospective body members, to the temple
before "the angel" of Jehovah, who is the great
Judge representing Jehovah, and who there
judges "Joshua", the people of God, and deter­
mines who shall be made a part of the temple.
(Rom. 14: 10, 12) The adversary, Satan, is
shown as the opposer; and the facts show that
those who had not a proper heart condition
yielded to his influence, were disapproved, and
turned aside to join Satan. (Matt. 13: 41; 24:
48-51) From that point on "Joshua" pictures in
particular the remnant which are approved and
anointed. The Lord, as the representative of
Jehovah, rebukes Satan and tells him that these
who have been faithful up to this point are the
remnant and, as such, are as "a brand plucked
out of the fire", that is to say, have withstood
the refiner's fire and have come through sound
and purified. (Mal. 3: 1-3) It was a decided re­
buke to Satan when he saw Christ Jesus, the
great Judge, had judicially determined that
some in the covenant had maintained their in­
tegrity toward Jehovah and thereby had proved
Satan to be a liar.

Joshua had been in Babylon where everything
was 'filthy', and necessarily his garments would
be spoiled. (Isa. 28: 8) At the time of the vi­
sion Joshua had escaped from Babylon and was
at Jerusalem as a temple builder. In this vision,
at this point, Joshua is shown as clothed in filthy
garments, and which filth must be taken away
at the time that he was approved. (Isa. 4: 3, 4)
The "refiner's fire" and "fullers' soap" did this
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cleansing work. (Mal. 3: 2) "The angel of J e­
hovah," Christ Jesus, the great Judge, now
speaks and says: "TAKE AWAY THE FILTHY GAR­
MENTS FROM HIM. AND UNTO HIM HE SAID, BE­
HOLD, I HAVE CAUSED THINE INIQUITY TO PASS
FROl'.I THEE, AND I WILL CLOTHE THEE WITH CHANGE
OF nAU:1ENT." (3: 4) Thus is shown the puri­
fication of those on trial before the Lord at the
temple; and such were given a change of rai­
ment, showing that they were approved for the
temple work and brought in and made a part
of Jehovah's organization.

In the vision a miter is brought forth. The
miter is an ornamental headdress, and the same
Hebrew word is translated "diadem". Placed
upon the head it would denote that the wearer
was assigned to some official position in the or­
ganization of the Lord, and hence that he had
been anointed. "AND I SAID, LET THE1I SET AFAIR
MITRE UPON HIS HEAD. SO THEY SET A FAIR MITRE
UPON HIS HEAD, AND CLOTHED HIM WITH GARMENTS.
AND THE ANGEL OJ!' THE Lonn STOOD BY." (3: 5) This
shows that at the temple judgment the approved
remnant are brought into the temple, anointed,
and assigned to positions of service in the or­
ganization of Jehovah. (Job 29: 14; Isa. 62: 3)
The remnant's being now 'clothed with gar­
ments' pictures their being brought under the
"robe of righteousness" and identified as mem­
bers of the capital organization of the Most
High. (Isa. 61: 10; Ps. 45: 8) The Messenger of
the covenant, God's angel, "STOOD BY," and this
indicates his approval of those whom he brings
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into the temple, and signifies that he stands as
their shield and support; and this is a rebuke
to Satan. Those now brought into the temple,
the remnant, need instruction and enlighten­
ment. "AND THE ANGEL OF JEHOVAH [Christ Je­
sus] PROTESTED UNTO JOSHUA [testified to and
instructed the remnant class]."-3: 6, A.R.V.

Those at the temple must now be wholly obedi­
ent to Christ, the Greater Moses, and hence J eho­
vah of hosts speaks to them by his Chief Repre­
sentative, his Angel: uIF THOU WILT WALK IN ]In,:
WAYS, AND IF THOU WILT KEBP MY CHARGE [ORDI­
NANCE, margin; that is, thing to be watched],
THEN THOU SHALT ALSO JUDGE MY HOUSE, AND
SHALT ALSO KEEP MY COURTS; AND I WILL GIVE THEE
PLACES TO WALK AMONG THESE THAT STAND BY."
-3:7.

In this part of the prophecy the remnant class
at the temple receive instructions preparing
them for service in the org-anization of Jehovah.
These must follow in the footsteps of Christ J e­
sus, that is to say, be entirely devoted to Jeho­
vah God. The 'things to be watched' are "what­
soever he shall say unto you" that ye must do.
(Acts 3: 22, 23) Such is the condition precedent
that must be met and performed by those that
will have a part in the judgment, that is to say,
in declaring the judgment of Jehovah against
fraudulent "Christendom" and other parts of
Satan's organization. It is this honor that J eho­
vah gives to his faithful ones. (Ps. 149: 9) The
faithful, therefore, must participate in declar­
ing the judgments of Jehovah against the enemy,
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Furthermore Jehovah says to the remnant:
"AND SHALT ALSO KEEP MY COURTS"; if they con­
tinue faithful. The faithful ones shall never go
out of the temple, but 'shall come near to me
to minister unto me in my sanctuary, and they
shall come near to my table, and shall keep my
charge'. (Ezek. 44: 15, 16) "Blessed is the man
whom thou choosest, and causost to approach
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we
shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house,
even of thy holy temple." - Ps, 65 : 4; 84: 10; 92:
13; 135 : 2, 3.

'I'hen says the Lord to the remnant: "AND I
WILL GIVE THEE PLACES TO WALK [A PLACE OF AC­
CESS, R.V.] AMONG THESE ~H.I\.T ST.I\.ND By"; that
is to say, with Christ Jesus and his holy organi­
zation. Such is the final and everlasting reward
of the faithful ones.

Jehovah now speaks to the temple organiza­
tion, including Christ Jesus, and his body mem­
bers with him, and the faithful remnant on the
earth, and says: "HEAR NOW, 0 JOSHUA THE
HIGH PRIEST, THOU AND THY FELLOWS THAT SIT BE­

FORE THEE: FOR THEY ARE MEN WONDERED AT; FOR
BEHOLD, I WILL BRING FORTH :MY SERVANT, THE
BRANCH." (3: 8) These things being written
aforetime for the aid and comfort of the rem­
nant while on earth, it is a special privilege to
now learn and understand this prophecy. An
announcement of special importance is now
made; hence attention is specifically directed to
it. This very special announcement is that the
kingdom of Jehovah is born and that he has
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brought into the temple Christ Jesus, "MY SERV­
ANT, THE BRANCH." This, in brief, means that
Jehovah has presented Christ Jesus, the Mes­
senger and great Executive Officer, to his tem­
ple, and it is therefore "the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ".
(Titus 2: 13) Those who were once in the cove­
nant for the kingdom but who became heady
and self-important have never seen that the
Lord Jesus has appeared at the temple of J e­
hovah, They have rejected this great announce­
ment made in this prophecy by Jehovah, and
have allied themselves with Satan and gone into
the "evil servant" class. They hold to the tradi­
tions of men, and their garments remain filthy;
and concerning such the Lord says: "He which
is filthy, let him be filthy still."-Rev. 22: 1l.

"THE BRANCH" is Christ J eSTIS, the glori­
ous Son and offspring, that is to say, the first­
born, the only begotten Son of Jehovah; and as
High Priest he is THE BRANCH of Jehovah.
(Isa. 55: 3,4) The members of the body of
Christ are "branches" of THE BRANCH.-John
15: 1-8.

Christ Jesus, the anointed and installed King
of Jehovah, is The Stone now mentioned by the
prophet, to wit: "FOR, BEHOLD, THE STONE THAT
I HAVE LAID BEFORE JOSHUA: UPON ONE STONE
SHALL BE SEVEN EYES: BEHOLD, I WILL ENGRAVE
THE GRAVING THEREOF, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS,
AND I WILL REMOVE THE INIQUITY OF THAT LAND
IN ONE DAY." (3: 9) This is the Foundation Stone
for the temple, the headstone of the capital or-
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ganization of Jehovah God. Jehovah brings
forth THE BRANCH and lays The SLone at
the coming of the Lord Jesus to the temple.
(Hag. 2: 15; Isa. 28: 16; Zech. 4: 7; Ps. 118: 22;
Dan. 2: 44) The opposers 'dash the foot against
this Stone', and the Stone crushes them; but
the faithful remnant class (Joshua) joyfully
'come unto the Stone'. (1 Pet. 2: 4-8) The lay­
ing of this Stone before the Joshua class was
done in 1918 by Jehovah, but his faithful people
were not informed of it until 1922. (See The
Watchtower, 1922, pages 324, 332; 1926, page
310.) When informed of the laying of the Stone
it behooves the Joshua class, which is the rem­
nant, to carefully scrutinize it, to "behold thy
King". (Zech. 9: 9; Matt. 21: 5) "Consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus." (Heb. 3: 1) Jehovah calls atten­
tion to it because or its great importance to his
people in particular, and to all creation in gen­
eral.

All eyes shall gaze upon this Stone, which
Stone abundantly testifies that Jehovah is the
Almighty, the Most High, whose name endures
eternally. This is pictured by the words "UPON
ONE STONE SHALL BE SEVEN [symbolic of all] EYES".
The eyes of Jehovah behold that Stone because
the Stone is entrusted with the greatest of all
tasks, to wit, the vindication of Jehovah's name,
which will be done by him at the battle of the
great day of God Almighty. Unto Jehovah that
Stone is "precious"; and the fact that his eyes
are upon it shows that it has his approval and
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is fully supported by him. (Zech, 4: 10; Ps.
110: 5) Jehovah is the one who 'engraves the
inscription on the Stone'. (Ex. 39: 6) As Christ
Jesus is designated Jehovah's High Priest for
ever, he is the Head of the capital organization
of the Most High.

Jehovah uses his beloved "Stone" to remove
all lawlessness from the universe. "I WILL RE­
MOVE THE INIQUITY OF THAT LAND IN ONE DAY";

and that day is the day which Jehovah has made.
(Ps, 118: 22-24) In that day and before com­
pletely removing all iniquity Jehovah prepares
his remnant as a people "for his name" and
sends them forth to declare his name and his
purpose and thus to inform the peoples of the
earth. He first removes all iniquity or workers
of lawlessness from his covenant people, there­
by cleansing his sanctuary. This he began to do
upon the coming of Christ J esus to the temple,
and that must continue until the sanctuary is
cleansed and all his servants offer unto him an
"offering in righteousness". Then he sends forth
his clean sanctuary class to offer unto him a
continual offering of praise and testimony in
righteousness, and when this work is done J eho­
vah the great God of battle will destroy all in­
iquity in the earth by the hand of his mighty
Executive Officer. "THAT LAND" means primarily
the condition of God's covenant people, and
from these he removes iniquity and brings them
into his sanctuary' and under the robe of right­
eousness.
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As a result of removing all iniquity from his
covenant people they enter into prosperity. ''IN
THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, SHALL YE
CALL EVERY :MAN HIS NEIGHBOUR UNDER THE VINE
AND UNDER THE FIG TREE." (3: 10) Those who
abide in the land, or condition cleansed from in­
iquity, call to one another to encourage one an­
other in engaging in the offering of the continu­
al sacrifice of praise to the Most High. (Isa. 12:
4; Heb. 13: 15) "IN THAT DAY, SAITH JEHOVAH OF
HOSTS, SHALL YE INVITE EVERY :MAN HIS NEIGHBOR
UNDER THE VINE AND UNDER THE FIG-TREE."
-A.R.V.

The timid and lukewarm will specially need
such invitation and encouragement. The vine
and :fig tree are here used as a symbol of peace,
security, rest and joy in the favor of the Lord.
(1 Ki. 4: 25; Joel 2: 21-23) The:fig tree partic­
ularly pictures sweetness and good fruit. "The
fig tree said unto them, ... my sweetness, and
my good fruit." (Judg. 9: 11) Tho vine more
fully pictures kingdom service, which makes
glad the heart: "My wine, which cheereth God
and man." (Judg. 9: 13 ; John 15: 1-8) The
Lord is prospering his kingdom service work
more since the cleansing of the sanctuary, be­
cause the true and faithful ones trust in the
Lord and are not offended. 'Under his vine and
fig tree' no one shall make them afraid. (Mic.
4: 4) Abiding in this condition they are pre­
pared for the battle of the great day of God Al­
mighty.
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ENLIGHTENMENT
(ZECHARIAH, CHAPTER 4)

Enlightenment proceeds from Jehovah by and
through Christ Jesus and is given to the faith­
ful anointed on earth at the temple, and brings
g-reat peace and consolation to them. Again
Zechariah talked with the angel of the Lord,
which shows that the remnant are instructed by
the angels of the Lord. The remnant do not
hear audible sounds, because such is not neces­
sary. Jehovah has provided his own good way
to convey thoughts to the minds of his anointed
ones. To all on the outside of the organization
of Jehovah his is a secret organization. To Zech­
ariah, meaning the remnant, the angel of the
Lord speaks: "AND SAID UNTO ME, WHAT SEEST
THOU? AND I SAID, I HAVE LOOKED, AND BEHOLD A
CANDLESTICK ALL OF GOLD, WITH ABOWL UPON THE
TOP OF IT, AND HIS SEVEN LAMPS THEREON, AND
SEVEN PIPES TO THE SEVEN LAMPS, WHICII ARE
UPON THE TOP THEREOF; AND TWO OLIVE TREES BY
IT, ONE UPON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE BOWL, AND
THE OTHER UPON THE LEFT SIDE THEREOF." (4: 2, 3)
In this vision the remnant is shown as receiving
further or cumulative evidence of the organiza­
tion of Jehovah and their own work in connec­
tion therewith. God's -covenant people 'did slum­
ber and sleep' for a time, as indicated by verse
one. (Zech. 4: 1; :Matt. 25: 1-5; Rev. 8: 1) In
1919 they began to wake up, and some three
years later were wide awake; and from that
time forward those fully devoted to Jehovah
have been able to "see afar off", while others
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have indulged in dreaming and have remained
in darkness.-Rev. 3 : 18; 2 Pet. 1: 9; Joel 2 : 28.

Zechariah saw a golden candlestick, a symbol
of enlightenment and joy. The significant part
of the vision is that, at the time of its fulfilment,
'the temple of God has been opened in heaven'
for the enlightenment of those who are devoted
to Jehovah. (Rev. 11: 19) The bowl in the top
of the candlestick contained the oil which pro­
duces the light and symbolizes the anointing by
the spirit of God; and then those who had re­
ceived the anointing could be enlightened eon­
cerning the "deep things" not before that time
discernible; as it is written: "But God hath re­
vealed them unto us by his spirit: for the spirit
searcheth [revealeth] all things, yea, the deep
things of God." (1 Cor. 2: 10) "But the anoint­
ing which ye have received of him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you:
but as the same anointing tcacheth you of all
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as
it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him."
(1 John 2: 27) The "SEVEN PIPES TO THE SEVEN

LAMPS" is a symbol of the perfect channel of
imparting the anointing and the enlightenment.
The "SEVEN LAMPS" impart complete spiritual
light. The candlestick in its entirety pictures
the organization and witness work for the en­
lightenment of all who devote themselves to Je­
hovah and learn of his purpose and his king­
dom. The vision of the golden candlestick is a
prophecy to Jehovah's witnesses at the present
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time, and which is now being fulfilled to their
joy in the Lord.

The two olive trees on either side of the bowls
picture Jehovah's remnant people, that is to
say, the faithful witnesses. ~~THESE ARE THE TWO
ANOINTED ONES THAT STAND BY THE LORD OF THE
WHOLE EARTH." (4: 14) That these picture Je­
hovah's witnesses is corroborated by Revelation
11: 3, 4. The facts show that there are two parts
of Jehovah's witnesses receiving the anointing
of Jehovah, to wit, (1) those found faithful at
the time of the coming of Christ Jesus to the
temple for judgment, and which are represented
by Mordecai (Esther 2: 5) and Naomi (Ruth
1: 2), and which class doubtless received the
anointing in 1922; and (2) those who after­
wards came to the Lord and were chosen and
anointed, and which class is pictured by Esther
and Ruth. Being all of one "tree" family (olive),
they all really form one class, to wit, the rem­
nant, the witnesses of Jehovah, all doing one
thing, to wit, bearing the illuminating message
of the Lord to those who desire to know J eho­
vah and his kingdom. All are looking after the
"goods" or kingdom interests and constitute the
two-talent and five-talent servants, to wit, the
"faithful and wise servant". (Matt. 25: 14-23;
24: 45-47) They have oil in themselves because
they are 'partakers of the root of the fatness
of the olive tree'.-Rom. 11: 17, R.V.

Jehovah's anointed, pictured by Zechariah, in­
quire: "WHAT ARE THESE [things], MY 1.0RD'"
saowing that they seek the divine interpretation
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of God's Word and do not seek the eonelnsion of
men, nor rely upon the dreams of men. The angel
said to Zechariah: "KNOWEST THOU NOT WHA't
THESE BE YAND I SAID, No, MY LORD." (4: 4, 5)
God's covenant people, here pictured by Zech­
ariah, could not know until the coming of Christ
Jesus to the temple. The fact that the prophecy
relates to the temple and shows an intimacy be..
tween Zechariah and the angel proves that the
angels of the Lord at the temple are used to en­
lighten and comfort the anointed ones and to
bring them refreshing truths. Those of the rem­
nant, being honest and true, must say, We do
not lmow; and the Lord enlightens them, send­
ing his angels for that very purpose.

Note in this connection that the angel has a
proper appreciation of his place in the organiza­
tion. A man who thinks himself wise and im­
portant would say: "I will tell you, because I
am learned and I am on the inside." The angel
did not speak of his own private interpretation
or teaching, but he gave Jehovah God all the
credit. "THEN HE ANSWERED AND SPAKE UNTO ME,
SAYING, THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD UNTO
ZERUBBABEL, SAYING, NOT BY MIGTIT, NOR BY pow­
ER, BUT BY MY SPIRIT, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS."
(4: 6) The great lesson here is to honor and
glorify Jehovah, who by his power accom:plishes
his purposes and spreads the feast for hIS peo­
ple. This gives strength of faith to the people
of God, and they are not in doubt as to whether
they are following in the right course or not.
Those who follow the teachings of men and give
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glory to man are not enlightened, and hence are
not taught of God. The remnant should take
notice of these and avoid such.

At most, the earthly remnant possess a very
small amount of might and power or wealth, but
their lack of these should not cause them dis­
couragement. They can accomplish nothing ex­
cept by the spirit of God. The candlestick and the
olive trees teach the very same lesson. Jehovah's
witnesses now give forth the light of Jehovah
only because they are in his organization and
have his spirit. The real power causing them
to bear testimony is "the golden oil" (verse 12),
which is the spirit of Jehovah. It is Jehovah's
testimony which he has committed to Christ Je­
sus, who in turn has committed a part thereof to
his faithful remnant. (Rev. 12: 17) The temple
cannot be completed in its entirety until the wit­
ness work is completed, because it is participat­
ing in this witness work that edifies and builds
up the temple class and proves who is faithful
unto the end.

The self-important, self-centered "elective
elders" assume a ridiculous position by trying
to hinder the forward progress of the witness
work, which is an attempt to stop the building
of the temple preparatory to the great day of
battle. Such opposers are pictured by the reli­
gious hybrids, the Samaritans, who claimed to be
God's people; and which opposers now make a
like claim but in fact are supporters of Satan's
organization. The angel of the Lord says unto
the opposers: "VVHO ART THOU, 0 GREAT MOUN-
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TAIN' BEFORE ZERUBBABEL THOU SHALT BECOME A.
PLAIN: AND HE SHALL BRING FORTH THE HEADSTONE
THEREOF WITH SHOUTINGS, CRYING, GRACE, GRACE,
UNTO IT."-4: 7.

A class of religionists, foreshadowed by the
people of Samaria, set up an organization which
opposes God's organization and its work on
earth, and this opposing organization gives hon­
or to a man or men and follows the teachings of
a man, and not the teachings of the Lord, and by
thus doing they commit "the sin of Samaria".
(Amos 8: 14) These make themselves a part of
Babylon, which is Satan's organization. This
class has been saying and still says: "There has
been no truth in The TVatchtower since the death
of its original editor, and no revealed truth since
that time." This declaration is a presumptuous
insult to Jehovah. The Lord ironically address­
es these boasters as a "great mountain", that is
to say, great in their own estimation. They op­
pose the Greater Zerubbabel, Christ Jesus, the
builder of the temple. In his organization are
his faithful members which are the remnant
now on earth, because they are of the anointed
temple class and are temple builders; and
this the "great mountain" opposes. The proph­
ecy declares that this boasting "GREAT l'.IOUN­
TAm" shall become before Zerubbabel, Christ
Jesus, a "plain", meaning it is to be brought
down flat. To his great temple builder, Christ'
Jesus, Jehovah says: "Behold, I will make
thee a new sharp threshing instrument hav­
ing teeth [Roth., a new pointed threshing
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sledge owning teeth]; thou shalt thresh the
mountains, and beat them small [Roth., crush
them], and shalt make the hills [highest por­
tions] as chaff."- Isa. 41: 15; 40: 4.

The head stone of the temple is Christ J esus.
The prophecy positively declares it shall be
brought forth. This took place at the final lay­
ing of the "head stone of the corner" at the com­
ing of Christ Jesus to the temple for judgment
in 1918. (Ps. 118: 22; Isa. 28: 16) He was then
presented by Jehovah as earth's rightful King.
The body members of Christ on earth are used
to bring this information to the attention of
others. The faithful witnesses bring the infor­
mation "WITH THUNDERING SHOUTS", and this real­
ly began in 1922,at the general convention, when
the thousands, assembled together, discerned the
King had come to his temple, and rose and
shouted, crying out: "Advertise the King and
the kingdom"; and since then they have con­
tinued to shout fearlessly and with joy give the
testimony.-Isa. 12: 6; Zech. 9: 9.

Jehovah gave grace and glory to the Stone,
and his witnesses so declare: "Thou art fairer
than the children of men; grace is poured into
thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for
ever." (Ps. 45: 2) "For the Lord God is a sun
and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory:
no good thing will he withhold from them that
walk uprightly." (Ps. 84: 11) The faithful rem­
nant admire the Stone as the fairest of all crea­
tion, being altogether lovely, the grandest ruler
the world will ever have. They do not glorify
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man and ~ve man credit, but because God has
honored hIS beloved Son his witnesses cry out in
honor to the Son: "BEAUTIFUL! BEAUTIFUL!" and
say: "Blessed be he that cometh in the name of
Jehovah: we have blessed you out of the house
of Jehovah," because you are the greatest of all
builders. (Ps. 118: 26, A.R.V.) Such is admira­
tion of Jehovah's workmanship done and pro­
vided for the vindication of his name; and hence
credit is given to the Most High.-John 5: 23;
2 Thess. 1: 10.

Jehovah will use his anointed to accomplish
his purposes regardless of all opposition, and
his positive assurance thereof is stated by his
prophet thus: "THE HANDS OF ZERUBBABEL HAVEl
LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THIS HOUSE, BIS HANDS
SHALL ALSO FINISB IT; AND THOU [the remnant]
SHALT KNOW THAT THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH SENT
:ME UNTO YOU." (4: 9) In the spring of 535 B. C.
Zerubbabel laid the foundation of the temple.
(Ezra 3: 8-10) Sixteen years later Zerubbabel
laid the foundation of the temple anew. (Hag.
2: 18) Thus it was done successfully despite all
opposition. Christ Jesus, the builder of the
temple of Jehovah, uses his small number to
represent him on the earth and to begin the Eli­
sha work after coming to the temple for judg­
ment; and having begun it, he will finish it re­
gardless of all opposition. (Phil. 1: 6) He is no
respecter of persons, but will permit those, and
those only, to have a part in the temple building
who are wholly devoted to Jehovah and who are
obedient to Jehovah's great Prophet. In due
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time he will finish the work. (Ezra 5: 1, 2; 6:
14, 15) This work Christ Jesus does to vindicate
Jehovah's name, and in this the remnant will be
in full unity with him.-John 17: 21-23; Eph. 4:
12-14.

As Goliath despised the smallness of the man
David, who came to fight him (1 Sam. 17 : 22-51),
even so Satan and all of his cohorts despise the
smallness and the allied equipment of God's or­
ganization on the earth. Satan and all of his
crowd despise Jehovah's organization, and many
who think themselves to be in present truth, but
who are of "the synagogue of Satan", also op­
pose. (Rev. 3: 9) These speak with contempt,
despising the small remnant, who in fact are
small in number and in physical and financial
strength. They fail to take into account that
not by wealth, or power or influence is the work
done, but by the spirit of God. It pleases God
to call the "despised" for his servicc.-1 Cor.
1: 28.

Shall these despisers sec and rejoice Y They
shall see the result of the Lord's work, but they
will not rejoice. "FOR WHO HATH DESPISED TUE
DAY OF SMALL THINGS TFOR THESE SEVEN SHALL RE­
JOICE, AND SHALL SEE THE PLUMMET IN TIlE HAND
OF ZERUBBABEL; THESE ARE THE EYES OF JEHOVAH,
WHlOR RUN TO AND FRO THROUGH THE WITOLE
EARTH." (4: 10, A.R.V.) This text clearly means
that the perfect eyes of the Lord shall see the
temple progress to completion; hence those per­
fect eyes blaze with delight. Jehovah knows that
he will have a small faithful class on earth that
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will maintain their integrity unto the comple­
tion of the temple and the vindication of his
name, and this rejoices his heart and the heart
of Christ Jesus. These seven eyes of the Lord
run to and fro beholding the work in progress
and seeing the accomplishment thereof. (Dent.
U: 12; 2 Chron. 16: 9; 1 Ki. 8: 29) In the Att­
thori:ed Vers'ion the preposition "WITH" is a
supplied word, hence the text does not mean
that Zerubbabcl has both the plummet and also
the seven eyes in his hand, The 'seven eyes' are
Jehovah's eyes or complete vision beholding the
plummet in the hand of the great Builder, and
it rejoices him that his anointed will vindicate
his name.

After receiving the explanation through the
angel of the Lord, Zechariah again asked the
meaning of the "TWO OLIVE TRERS" upon each side
of the candlestick, and of the "TWO OLIVE BRANCH­

ES, WHICH THROUGH THE TWO GOLDEN PIPES [EJliIP­
Tuml THE GOLDEN OIL OUT OF THEMSELVES". (4:
11,12) His repeating the inquiry shows the
Zechariah class searching God's Word in the
light of the facts well known, desiring to under­
stand the prophecy. The candlestick seems to
represent the light-disseminating organization
of Jehovah on earth, and this conclusion is sup­
ported by the words of Jesus: "Repent, and do
the first works; or else I . . . will remove thy
candlestick" (Rev, 2: 5) This pictures those of
the 'wise virgin' class having the oil in their ves­
sels; and they put it into their lamps, when
going out to "meet the Bridegroom". (Matt. 25:
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7-9) As "trees of righteousness", and living be.
cause 'planted by rivers of waters', these keep
their lamps lighted and alive and burning. .A
miracle here appears, in this: The olive oil is
generally obtained by crushing the fruit; but in
this instance it is taken from the trunk of the
tree. This is the way these "trees of righteous­
ness" hold forth the fruit of the kingdom. They
pipe the oil directly into the light-bearing or­
ganization and use it there to the honor of J eho­
vah and his King. "The olive tree said unto
them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by
me they honour God1"-Judg. 9: 9.

The prophet told the angel he did not lmow
the meaning thereof, and the angel answered:
"THESE ARE THE TWO ANOINTED ONES, THAT STAND
BY THE LORD OF THE WHOLE EARTH." (4: 13, 14)
These are the two leading prophets in the build­
ing of the temple, namely, Joshua the high
priest and Zerubbabel, which show Christ Jesus
in the position both as a sacrificing Priest and
as the great Executive Officer of Jehovah God,
and Builder of the temple. As such he stands
for Jehovah, the God of the whole earth. All of
his anointed body members stand with him and
enjoy great peace and consolation, because all
have part in the vindication of Jehovah's name.



CHAPTER IV

CURSE OF VENGEANCE
(ZEOHARIAH, CHAPTER 5)

JEHOVAH wrote his judgments long in ad­
vance of the time of execution, and now he
discloses the meaning thereof to his anointed

and sends forth the anointed to make announce­
ment of the same. Jehovah's witnesses are se­
verely criticized because of their plainness of
speech in declaring the vengeance of Jehovah
against Satan's organization. The clergy and
their allies, including the "evil servant", say that
these witnesses should be prevented from "slan­
dering the other religions". They do not know
that the remnant represent no 'religion', as that
term is understood, but that they do represent
the Lord God. Those who claim to be of the
truth but who oppose the witness work of the
Lord now in progress on earth say that such
criticism of Satan's organization is needless and
wrong. The faithful will not be at all disturbed
by such adverse criticism, but will sec that J e­
hovah makes it obligatory upon his witnesses
to cry out the declaration of hIS vengeance, serv­
ing notice upon the enemy and warning those
who desire to learn the way of righteousness.

The prophet Zechariah, in the fifth chapter,
records a vision of a flying roll. "THEN I TURNED,

AND LIFTED UP MINE EYES, AND LOOKED, AND BEHOLD

A FLYING ROLL. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, WHAT SEEST
'17
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THOU' AND I ANSWERED, I SEE A FLYING ROLL; THE
LENGTH THEREOF IS TWENTY CUBITS, AND THE

BREADTH THEREOF TEN CUBr.rS." (5: 1, 2) A roll is a
written record. (Ezra 6: 2) What Zechariah saw
was a record of Jehovah's judgment against the
enemy. (5: 3) One side of the record is leveled
against thieves, and the other side against liars.
It is not stored away in some musty vault, but
is flying like an airplane, swiftly to its destina­
tion. "As the swallow in her flying, so the curse
that is causeless alighteth not." (Prov. 26: 2,
A.R.V.) But here there is a good and sufficient
cause; hence the curse comes swiftly. It is a
message written in God's Word called "the vel­
ume of the book". (Ps, 40: 7) To help Zecha­
riah, now the remnant, to discern the meaning
thereof, Jehovah gives 'seeing eyes', that is,
understanding. (Prov. 20: 12) The measure of
the "ROLL" is shown to be fifteen by thirty feet,
which is a great size for a record. It was un­
rolled and spread out flat; otherwise it could
not have been measured on both sides. The di­
mensions equal the area of "the holy" in the
tabernacle in the wilderness (Ex. 40: 17~28),

and suggest that the message thereof applies
particularly to all who profess to be representa­
tives of God in the land of "Christendom".

CURSE
A curse is a solemn and irrevocable declara­

tion of what shall be the fate of those who de­
liberately violate God's law. The "flying roll",
written on both sides, contains a message of
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God's vengeance against covenant-breakers.
"THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, THIS IS THE CURSE THAT
GOETH FORTH OVER THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH;
FOR EVERY ONE THAT STEALETH SHALL BE CUT O:I<'F
AS ON THIS SIDE ACCORDING TO IT; AND EVERY ONE
THAT SWEARETH SHALL BE CUT OFF AS ON THAT SIDE
ACCORDING TO IT." (5: 3) It could not go forth
over the face of the earth until after the coming
of the Lord Jesus to the temple for judgment.
The facts show that it began to go forth in 1922,
when there was a "great voice out of the tem­
ple", saying to the seven angels: 'Go forth, and
pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the
whole earth.' (Rev. 16: 1) The religious element
of "Christendom" assume to be in a covenant
with Jehovah God because of their taking the
name of Christ and pretending to rely upon
God's Word. This particularly applies to the
clergy, who have stolen the Word of God and
taken away the key of knowledge. (Luke 11: 52)
"Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets
[false preachers], saith the Lord, that steal my
words everyone from his neighbour."-Jcr.
23: 30.

The clergy and their allies in "Christendom"
have "transgressed the laws [of God, and] brok­
en the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the
curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell
therein are desolate; therefore the inhabitants
of the earth are burned, and few men left."
(Isa. 24: 5, 6; Mal. 4: 5, 6) They have turned
many people away from God, like Absalom, who
stole the hearts of the people, and this they
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have done in order to serve the Devil. (2 Sam.
15: 6) The curse is also against the "evil serv­
ant" class, the "man of sin", "the son of perdi­
tion." (2 Thess. 2: 3) These have deliberately
stolen away from God's organization the weaker
ones and turned them into the Devil's company.
"If a man be found stealing [away from God's
organization] any of his brethren of the chil­
dren of [spiritual] Israel, and maketh merchan­
dise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall
die." (Deut. 24: 7) This prophecy, which is a
part of the covenant God made with Israel in
Moab, applies specifically to those who have
responded to the call to the kingdom, and this
is emphasized by the fact that the kingdom
covenant was foreshadowed by the covenant
made in Moab. (Deut. 1: 5; The Watchtower,
1933, page 163) "Through covetousness shall
they with feigned words make merchandise of
you." (2 Pet. 2: 3) The "evil servant" class
has formed a partnership with the clergy in
opposing the kingdom message. (Ps, 50: 18;
Provo 29: 24) The curse pronounced against
such thieves is destruction.

This curse Christ Jesus pronounces when at
the temple for judgment. (Mal. 3: 5) 'False
swearers' are those who have made a covenant
to do the will of God and then willingly violate
it. (Ps. 24: 4; Lev. 19: 12) False swearers have
been warned by the Lord. (Eccl. 8: 2) It is
wicked for one to practice a religion. that ignores
Jehovah God; but when men claim to worship
Jehovah and to follow in the footsteps of J e-
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sus, and use such as a cloak for their hypocrisy,
that is gross wickedness. The religion mislabeled
"Christianity" or "Christendom" was adopted
by the seventh world power as its religion, and
for centuries the clergy of "organized Chris­
tianity" have hypocritically posed as the teach­
ers of God's Word, have lied to the weaker ones
as well as to others, and have used the texts of
the Scriptures as a camouflage for their crooked­
ness, and by this means have turned the people
away from God. They well know that they have
sworn falsely. Likewise those who have entered
into a covenant to do God's will, and responded
to the call for the kingdom, and who now oppose
the proclamation of the message of the king­
dom, have sworn falsely before Jehovah God.
The curse will visit the habitations of these
wicked ones, just as certainly as that the angel
of the Lord visited each house in Egypt.-Ex.
12: 23, 29.

"I WILL BRING IT FORTH, SAITH THE LORD OF
HOSTS, AND IT SHALL ENTER INTO THE HOUSE OF

THE THIEF, AND INTO THE HOUSE OF HIM THAT

SWEARETII FALSELY BY MY NAME; AND IT SHALL RE­

MAIN IN THE MIDST OF HIS HOUSE, AND SHALL CON­
SUME IT WITH THE TIMBER THEREOF AND THE
STONES THEREOF." (5: 4) The curse 'will locate
the wrongdoers wherever they are, even though
they may say, Who seeth us? Jehovah leaves
no way of escape for them. The message of the
curse reaches them by radio, telephone and in
printed form, and goes into their hiding places
and sweeps away (the hiding place of lies'. The
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fact that the prophet says that 'the curse shall
remain in the midst of their house' shows that
they are incorrigibly wicked and will be de­
stroyed.-Jer, 23: 29.

Those who oppose the truth will not believe
what is here written. Only those who lift their
eyes to heaven and go in faith to God and obe­
diently follow Christ Jesus are given this vision
and the understanding thereof.

"THEN THE ANGEL THAT TALKED WITH ME WENT
FORTH, AND SAID UNTO ME, LIFT UP NOW THUlE
EYES, AND SEE WHAT IS THIS TllAT GOETH FORTH."
(5: 5) The angel of the Lord now discloses to
the remnant the permanent place of wickedness.
Satan began his wicked hypocritical religious
organization on the plains of Shinar, which or­
ganization is symbolized by a woman, Satan's
wife, whose name is called "Babylon". That
devilish hypocritical organization has at all
times stolen the Word of God and misused it,
and has stolen the people away from serving
God and has produced a crop of creatures that
have sworn falsely before God. These religious
frauds who are defamers of Jehovah's name are
to be transported to their everlasting abode.

The prophet inquires of the angel, "WHAT IS

IT'" and is told: "THIS IS THE EPHAH THAT GOETH
FORTH. HE SAID MOREOVER, THIS IS TIIEIR APPEAR­
ANCE IN ALL THE LAND." (5: 6, A.R.V.) The proph­
ecy thus shows how it appears to the eyes of J e­
hovah who determines and metes out judgment.
The ephah is a large measure and symbolizes a
large measure of something. A measure denotes
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judgment; therefore this prophecy means that
Jehovah has measured out or judged, and that
the measure is large against those denounced by
the judgment.

The ephah had a lid or covering of heavy ma­
terial like lead on it, and inside the ephah ap­
peared a woman sitting. (5: 7) The lid was of a
base metal having the appearance of silver and
therefore pictures hypocrisy, which is so suc­
cessfully practiced by the Devil's religious
agents; which base covering will be destroyed.
(Jer. 6: 29; Ezek. 22: 18) The power of Jeho­
vah lifts up this lid or covering and exposes
what is inside the ephah, and therein appears a
woman. This woman is evidently the Devil's
wife, that is, his hypocritical organization called
"Babylon", This organization gave birth to the
thieves and the liars and all other lawless ones.
(Rev. 17: 3, 5) Satan's organization is entirely
wicked. Concerning the woman sitting in the
ephah the angel spoke: "AND rrs SAID, THIS IS
WICKEDNESS. AND HE CAST IT INTO THE MIDST OF
THE EPHAH; AND HE CAST THE WEIGHT OF LEAD
UPON THE MOUTH THEREOF." (5: 8) "Wicked­
ness," in this text, means "Lawlessness" (Roth.),
and particularly applies to the class whom the
Lord gathers out from among his covenant peo­
ple. (Matt. 13: 41) This would specifically apply
to the "man of sin", "the son of perdition," and
all the clergy, who claim to serve God but who
in fact serve the Devil. The lid was lifted up,
exposing this wicked woman, and then she was
pushed back inside of the ephah and the lid or
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covering was closed down. Thus the Lord crates
her up for transportation to where she belongs.
She has no place in the ''holy land", the condi­
tion of God's people, but is taken to her own
place, which later the angel of the Lord explains
to Zechariah.

The Lord's method of gathering out and trans­
porting this hypocritical crowd, which is the
very embodiment of lawlessness, now appears:
"THEN LIFTED I UP MINE EYES, AND LOOKED, AND,
BEHOLD, THERE CAME OUT TWO WOMEN, AND THE
WIND WAS IN THEIR WINGS; FOR THEY HAD WINGS
LUrE THE WINGS OF ASTORK; AND THEY LIFTED UP

THE EPHAH BETWEEN THE EARTH AND THE HEAV­
EN." (5: 9) Undoubtedly these two women are
servants of the Lord God and of the great Judge
at his temple. Being females, they would be sub­
ject to the "man Christ Jesus". (1 Cor. 11: 3)
They therefore fitly picture the angels used by
the Lord to gather out the wicked ones and to
keep them away from the temple. "The Son of
man shall send forth his angels [symbolized by
these two women], and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things [that were in line for the
kingdom] that offend, and them which do iniq­
uity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth."
(Matt. 13: 41, 42) The prophecy says, "THE
WIND WAS lN THEIR WINGS," which signifies that
the power of God was with them for the swift
performance of his judgment. The wings show
that they are creatures that fly swiftly before
judgment. 'Having wings like a stork's' shows
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that they knew the time of judgment and that
the judgment time had come: "Yea, the stork
in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; ..•
but my people [professed people, who are law·
less] know not the judgment of the Lord." (Jer.
S: 7) The stork's wings are large and able to
lift heavy loads. Storks fly at a great height,
and the prophecy says, "THEY LIFTED UP THE
EPHAH BETWEEN THE EARTH AND TIlE IIEAVEN" and
transported the old woman, the personification
of lawlessness, swiftly to her everlasting abid­
ingplace.

Where does "wickedness", pictured by the oc­
cupant of the ephah, belong! This question was
propounded by Zechariah, in verse ten, to which
question the angel of the Lord replied: t<AND
HE SAID UNTO ME, To BUILD IT AN HOUSE IN THE!
LAND OF SHINAR; AND IT SHALL BE BSTABLISHED,
AND SET THERE UPON HER OWN BASE." (5: 11) The
land of Shinar was the place where Satan began
his organization, to turn the people away from
Jehovah by means of lying and stealing; hence
that land represents the beginning of lawless.
ness. "And it came to pass, as they journeyed
from the east, that they found a plain in the land
of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said,
Go to, let us build us a city, and a tower whose
top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us
a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth." (Gen. 11: 2, 4) The
covenant people of God were carried away cap­
tive into the land of Shinar. (Dan. 1: 1, 2) Je­
hovah restored the remnant of his people in due
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time, then as he has now restored his faithful
remnant, taking them away from Satan's or­
ganization, and bringing them into his own or­
ganization. "In that day ... the Lord shall set
his hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people."-Isa. 11: 11.

Jehovah's swift messengers, flying like storks,
bear the lawless or wicked class back to the place
assigned to that crowd, and that place prepared
for her was symbolized by the land of Shinar.
"AN HOUSE," as here used, to which the woman
"WICKEDNESS" is taken, pictures a condition of
perpetual death. "The grave is mine house."
(Job 17: 13) "All the kings of the nations, even
all of them, lie in glory, everyone in his own
house." (Isa, 14: 18) A house denotes a place
to stay, and this picture shows lawlessness as­
signed to a condition of everlasting destruction.
The curse of Jehovah upon the wicked organiza­
tion of Satan is a vindication of his holy name,
and shows what shall be the result in the great
war. Wickedness shall be destroyed for ever.
-Ps.145:20.



CHAPTER V

MILITANT OROANIZATION
(ZECHARIAH, CHAPTE& 6)

JEHOVAli OF HOSTS is the almighty God
of Battle. He has a fixed time for war and a
fixed time for peace, and by making war he

will establish everlasting peace among his crea­
tures. When he sent Jesus Christ forth to reign
in the midst of his enemies, war in heaven im­
mediately followed, and Christ Jesus was the
victor. The field of military action is then trans­
ferred to the earth, and the forces for the great
combat must be prepared. In the first vision of
the prophet there appeared a company of horse­
men led by their Chief, who was Christ Jesus,
and the first work of which was to make a care­
ful surveyor inspection of things in the earth
before beginning operations. Horses symbolize
war equipment, and that advance company of
horsemen spying out the land shows that the
Lord's forces are preparing for the greatest war
on earth.

During the building of the temple Zechariah
was again given a vision of the militant organi­
zation of Jehovah. That means that while Christ
Jesus is gathering his true followers to himself
into the temple of God these faithful ones are
given a vision of Jehovah's great war organiza­
tion. The prophet looked again and tells what
he saw. "AND I TURNED, AND LIFTED UP MINE EYES,

89
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AND LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THERE CAME FOUR CHAR·
IOTS OUT FROM BETWEEN TWO MOUN'rAINS ; AND THE
MOUNTAINS WERE MOUNTAINS OF BRASS." (6: 1)
"Chariots" are symbols of Jehovah's militant
organization, and there being four chariots
means that God's organization is a four-square
one, fully equipped to push the enemy from
every point and to completely defeat and de­
stroy him. "For, behold, the Lord will come with
fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to
render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with
flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will
the Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of
the Lord shall be many." (Isa, 66: 15, 16) "Like
the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains
shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire
that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people
sot in battle array." (Joel 2 : 5; Hab. 3: 8) These
war chariots' coming out from between two
mountains of brass symbolizes that they are
exceedingly strong, and the "BRASS" (copper)
shows that they are beyond the earthly quality,
therefore superhuman, and are sent by Jehovah,
and hence are in no way a part of Satan's earth­
ly government. These chariots picture the fight­
ing organization of Jehovah God under the lead­
ership of Christ Jesus.

In the fire these mountains would not become
"a burnt mountain", such as Satan's organiza­
tion will become. (Jer. 51: 25) The fighting or­
ganization of Jehovah will in the fire of battle
glow with brightness like the feet of Christ J e·
sus, as seen in the vision of John: "And his
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feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a
furnace; and his voice as the sound of many
waters." (Rev. 1: 15) "And unto the angel of
the church in Thyatira write: These things saith
the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a
flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass."
(Rev. 2: 18) Both Daniel and Ezekiel had a vi­
sion of this Mighty One and say that his arms
and feet looked like polished brass. (Dan. 10: 6)
"Whose appearance was like the appearance of
brass." (Ezek. 40: 3) These "MOUNTAINS OF
DRASS" together picture the universal organiza­
tion of Jehovah and also the capital organiza­
tion thereof, coming forth with the military
equipment after the war in heaven had ended.
It is "out of the mountain" or organization uni­
versal that the "stone was cut out without
hands" (Dan. 2: 34, 45) ; whereas the Stone or
capital organization, the anointed King, grew to
be "a great mountain [that] filled the whole
earth" (Dan. 2: 35), and is therefore the capital
or chief part of Jehovah's organization.

The horse-drawn war chariots seemed to ap­
pear at the same time, all moving abreast. By
having in mind now that the Jews read from
right to left, this picture would indicate that the
first horses and chariots to be observed would
be on the extreme right. "IN THE FIRST CHARIOT
WERE RED HORSES, AND IN THE SECOND CHARIOT
DLACK HORSES, AND IN THE THIRD CHARIOT WHITE
HORSES, AND IN THE FOURTH CHARIOT GIUSLED AND
BAY HORSES." (6: 2,3) These chariots drawn by
horses show preparation for and moving into
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position for the great battle. The horses on the
extreme right are called "red", according to the
Hebrew, and are called "bay", in verse seven.
The second chariot is drawn by black horses, the
third on the left center by white horses, and the
fourth by "GRISLED AND BAY [margin, STRONG]
RORSES". The American Revised Version renders
this part of the text "GRIZZLED STRONG HORSES",
and which are on the extreme left and go to the
south and are thus distinguished from bay
horses on the extreme right.

The prophet asked the angel the meaning of
the chariots and the horses, and the answer is:
"AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME,
TnESE ARE THE FOUR SPIRITS [margin, WINDS] OF
THE HEAVENS, WHICH GO FORTIl FROM STANDING
B:GFORE THE LORD OF ALI, TIlE EARTH." (G: 4, 5)
These picture the organization of Jehovah God
"who maketh his angels spirits". (Ps. 104: 4)
It is a complete organization, because it is sym­
bolized by four, and at the same time is heaven­
ly, and includes the remnant on earth who have
been made to "sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus". (Eph. 1: 3; 2: G) The faithful
remnant in the temple have been 'delivered from
the power of darkness and translated into the
kingdom of Jehovah's dear Son'. (Col. 1: 13)
The Lord by his angels has gathered out the
remnant and brought them together since 1918,
"from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other." (Matt. 24: 31; Zech. 2: 6) These
"FOUR SPIRITS" have an approved standing before
Jehovah, and they willingly serve him in this
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day. (Ps. 110: 3) They come forth from pre­
senting themselves unto the Lord, the same as
the seven men described in the ninth chapter of
Ezekiel's prophecy.

Babylon is on the north of Palestine, hence
c~lled "the north country". (2: 6,7; Jer.10: 22)
The earthly Babylon was overthrown eighteen
years before Zechariah began to prophesy;
hence this prophecy must apply to Satan's or­
ganization which bears the name of Babylon,
and applies particularly to "Gog, of the land of
Magog", concerning which Ezekiel prophesied,
(Ezek. 38: 2, 15; 39: 2, R.V.) Zechariah sees
"THE BLACK HORSES [which draw the second char.
iot] GO FORTH INTO THE NORTH COUNTRY". (6: 6)
That division of the Lord's army takes its posi­
tion for the assault against the strongholds of
Satan's organization which are led by Satan's
prince Gog and move out for action. "AND THE
WHITE [horses drawing the third chariot] GO

FORTH AFTER THEM." (6: 6) These two horse­
drawn chariots assaulting the north country
comport with the facts that two armies under
two kings together assaulted and destroyed lit­
eral Babylon. "Thy kin~;lom is divided, and
given to the Medes and Persians." (Dan. 5: 28)
There are two divisions of Gog's army, the in­
visible and the visible division, both of which
are in the conspiracy against God's anointed peo­
ple, and both must be attacked and destroyed
by the army of the Lord. The two chariots, the
second and third, moving against the enemy
here picture Jehovah's sanctified ones, employed
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to destroy "the earth". (Zeph, 3: 8) "I have
commanded my sanctified ones, I have also
called my mighty ones for mine anger, even
them that rejoice in my highness. They come
from a far country [from heaven, and are no
part of this world at any time], even the Lord
[leading his army], and the weapons of his in­
dignation, to destroy the whole land [Babylon,
the north country or stronghold of Satan's or­
ganization]. And Babylon, the glory of king­
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency,
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah."-Isa. 13: 3, 5, 19.

The grizzled horses wheel their war chariot
into position on the south line of battle: "THE
GRISLED [SPOTTED, Roth.] GO FORTH TOWARD THE
SOUTH COUNTRY." (6: 6) These horses draw the
fourth chariot, and in the third verse of the
prophecy they are called "grisled and bay
horses". Edom or Idumea (the northern sec­
tion was also called Ternan), Egypt and Ethio­
pia, all are south of the Holy Land. The proph­
ecy, therefore, must refer to the antitypes of
these countries, because those countries suffered
defeat prior to the time of Zechariah's prophecy.
In the prophecy Edom or Idumea pictures the
"wicked servant" class, the "man of sin", "the
son of perdition" ; Egypt pictures Satan's visible
organization, made up of the commercial, politi­
cal and religions elements; and Ethiopia repre­
sents the hireling military strong-arm squad.
All of these shall fall at Armageddon, and J e­
hovah's forces are moving into position for the



ZEcn. 6 MILITANT ORGANIZATION 95

attack. (Jer. 25: 15, 16) Ezekiel's prophecy
shows that the hireling crowd in particular joins
forces with Gog in making the assault on Jeho­
vah's covenant people, and which shows a com­
bining of the enemy forces north and south
against the anointed of the Lord.-Ezek. 38: 3-5.

The bay horses of verse seven represent the
remnant of God's anointed people on the earth.
These are the same as those mentioned in verse
two as "red horses". The ArnericanRevised Ver­
sion designates them as "STRONG" horses, and
Rotherham. refers to them as "DEEP RED". These
horses are not the grizzled or bay (of verse
three) which draw the fourth chariot. These
"deep red" horses, of verses two and seven, draw
the first chariot on the extreme right and would
be the first ones to be observed by the covenant
people of God; and this is in accord with the
facts. They picture God's remnant people on
the earth who are pictured by Ezekiel under the
symbol of 'the man in linen with the writer's ink­
horn by his side' who scatters fire over the city.
(See Ezekiel 9 and 10.) These horses drawing
the first chariot symbolically say: The witness
work, or 'marking in the foreheads', must be
done before the battle of the great day is fought.
"AND THE BAY WENT FORTH, AND SOUGHT TO GO,
THAT THEY MIGHT WALl{ TO AND FRO THROUGH THE
EARTH: AND HE SAID, GET YOU HENOE, WALK TO
AND FRO THROUGH THE EARTH. SO THEY WALlmD
TO AND FRO THROUGH THE EARTH." (6: 7) The fact
that these "sought to go"proved that they were
willing in the day of the King's power, ready to
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obey the command to go throughout the earth
and preach the gospel of the kingdom. (Matt.
24:14; Ps.ll0:3) The angel of the Lord said
to this remnant: "GET YOU HENCE, WALK TO AND
FRO"; meaning that they must busy themselves
in the witness work. This was their signal to go;

Note how the Lord by his angels directs the
movements of his people, and that without their
knowledge at the time. It was on the 8th day of
September, 1922, when a convention of Jeho­
vah's people had learned that Christ Jesus is at
the temple for judgment and that there was
much work for them to do, that the Lord caused
these words to be spoken to the assembled mul­
titude: "Do you believe that the Lord is now
in his temple, judging the nations of earth1"
The multitude shouted: ''YeR 1" The speaker
continued: "Do you believe that the King of
glory has begun his reign 1" "Yes !" responded the
multitude. "Then back to the field, 0 ye sons of
the Most High God! . . . Herald the message
far and wide. The world must know that J eho­
vah is God and that Jesus Christ is the King of
kings and Lord of lords. This is the day of all
days. Behold, the King reigns! You are his
publicity agents. Therefore advertise, adver­
tise, advertise the King and his kingdom." (The
Watchtower, 1922,page 337) In obedience to the
Lord's command the faithful remnant then went
forth and walked through the earth proclaiming
the message of the kingdom, and are still at that
work. They asking how long this work must con­
tinue, the Lord makes it known that it must con-
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tinue until the battle of the great day of God Al­
mighty. (lsa. 6: 11) The army of the Lord is on
the trek and the day of war draws nigh.

The division of the army that moves against
the enemy in the north country does the chief
part of the work. "THEN CRIED HE UPON [UNTO]
ME, AND SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING, BEHOLD, THESE
THAT GO TOWARD THE NORTH COUNTRY HAVE QUIETED
MY SPIRIT IN THE NORTH COUNTRY." (6: 8) The
war chariots drawn by the black horses and
white horses move against Gog in the land of
Magog, and this is :pleasing to Jehovah; show­
ing that this is the division of his army that vin­
dicates his name. "THESE.. . HAVE QUIETED
(THE INDIGNATION OF) M:YSPIRIT" (Leeser) ; "HAVE
SETTLED MY SPIRIT," or, "OAUSED MINE ANGEn TO
REST." (Roth., footnote) These bring satisfac­
tion to the spirit of Jehovah because they exe­
cute his vengeance upon Satan's organization.
(Ezek. 39: 6) This work they do after the wit­
ness work by the earthly division is completed.

The division pictured by the grizzled horses
that move on "THE SOUTH COUNTRy", the earthly
part of Satan's organization, do their part to
the pleasure of Jehovah; but the division that
destroys the invisible enemy, Gog and all those
of the land of Magog, do the chief executing
work. The earthly division of Satan's army is
merely the ally of Gog and in the conspiracy.
After the fall of his organization, then Satan
the old Dragon is bound and put to death. (Rev.
20: 1-3) All of this must be done before Jeho­
vah's name is completely vindicated. Satan's Of-
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ganization, head, body and tail, must be de­
stroyed, and then Jehovah will be' pleased.
(Ezek. 5:13; 16:42; 21:17; 24:13) The fact
that the leader of the army cries with a loud and
positive command to this division moving on
Gog shows that the army is moving into action
and the noise of battle is on. All of this proves
that Jehovah's witnesses on the earth are not
the ones that put the Devil's organization out of
business, but that they must do their witness
work before the big fight is really on. The rem­
nant could not accomplish the destruction of the
enemy by bearing witness for a million years.
They present themselves and perform their part
according to the will of God, and then the great
war follows. At this point in the prophecy the
vision changes.

VINDICATOR
Those who are members of J ehovah's organi­

zation and who faithfully perform their part of
participating in the vindication of his name may
properly be designated as vindicators. Christ
Jesus is the Head and the Chief One, and there­
fore he is the great Vindicator, and the work
done by the earthly members of his organization
is very insignificant; yet the prophet of God
gives attention here to the temple company, both
Head and body, manifestly for the comfort and
encouragement of the remnant on the earth. The
builders of the temple of Jerusalem had been in
captivity and were now released. Those who
now have part in the building of the real temple,
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and who are yet on the earth, were once in cap­
tivity, and these now bring their little all, pic­
tured by the silver and gold, to be used in con­
nection with the temple work. "AND THE WORD
OF THE LORD CAME UNTO :ME, SAYING, TAKE OF
THEM OF THE CAPTIVITY, EVEN OF HELDAI, OF TOBI­
J AH, AND OF J EDAIAH, WHICH ARE COME FROM BABY­
LON, AND COME THOU THE SAME DAY, AND GO INTO
THE HOUSE OF JOSIAH THE SON OF ZEPHANIAH."
(6: 9, 10) The captives have returned and come
to Zion, which is God's organization.

The names given in this verse of the prophecy
are significant. ''Heldai'' (evidently the same one
called "Helem" ["Strength"] in verse fourteen)
means "worldly; enduring; long-lived"; the name
"Tobijah" means "pleasing to Jehovah"; the
name"J edaiah" means"Jehovah has known; J e­
hovah cares (for him)". The meanings of the
names of these mentioned appear to apply collec­
tively to the remnant. "Heldai," the remnant,
being in the world and having a transient exis­
tence here, is no part of the world but endures
through Armageddon, and hence is long-lived.
"Tobijah" is pleasing to God because of his
faithful devotion to Him; and "Jedaiah" signi­
fies not only that God knows the remnant, but
that he cares for and preserves them. The three
men named had come from Babylon and evident­
ly had been sent as a delegation by those Jews
remaining in Babylon, and had come to observe
the work on the temple which had then been re­
sumed. Zechariah was commanded to go into
the house of Josiah and there to do certain
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things to Joshua the high priest and do them in
the presence of these three men, which they
would later report to their brethren remaining
in Babylon. Evidently the house of Josiah was
chosen and used because the temple was not
then complete. The house was a priest's house,
"founded by Jehovah" (which the name"Josiah"
means), and well pictures Jehovah's priestly
house, the remnant, the members of which are
now in the secret place of the Lord, hidden and
protected by him.

This delegation being gathered into the house
of Josiah, Zechariah was directed to "THEN ~AKE

SILVER AND GOLD, AND MAKE CROWNS, AND SET THEM
UPON THE HEAD OF JOSHUA THE SON OF J OSEDECH,
THE HIGH PRIEST". (6: 11) It seems probable
that this silver and gold had been collected or
contributed by the three men and brought by
them, because verse ten says, "TAKE OF THEM."
The Revised Version, of verse eleven agrees
with this, reading: ''YEA, TAKE OF THEM SILVER
AND GOLD." The fact of the coming of this dclega­
tion of three men years after the original rem­
nant had returned-from Babylon, and after the
temple work had been resumed, suggests that
the three men pictured the same ones as those
represented by Esther and Ruth. (See verse 15.)
Corresponding to this, members of the faithful
remnant class, who are scattered thronghout
the earth, and iherefore are in the world but
not of it, come and present themselves unto the
Lord and offer their contribution to the work
of Jehovah's King and kingdom, and this was
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foreshadowed by the use Zechariah made of the
silver and gold brought to him.

Zechariah made "CROWNS [A CROWN, Roth.Y'
and set it on the head of Joshua the high priest,
thus picturing the crown on the head of Christ
Jesus. (Ps, 21: 3) The setting was done by Zech.
ariah and suggests that it is the remnant that
calls attention to the fact that Christ is crowned
king and has come. This the remnant do after
the coming of the Lord Jesus to the temple, and
particularly after 1922, when they cried out:
"The Lord is in his temple i advertise the King
and his kingdoml" Now it IS seen that Jehovah
crowned Jesus in 1914, and the remnant bear
witness to that fact, even as Heldai, Tobijah and
Jedaiah on returning bore testimony before
those men remaining in Babylon. Jehovah now
commands that "all men should honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father". (John 5: 23)
This is symbolized by their contributions of
silver and gold.

Zechariah was commanded to speak to the
high priest and to do so in the presence of and
for the benefit of the three men who were there
as witnesses and who pictured the remnant now
on the earth. tfAND SPEAK UNTO HIM, SAYING, THUS
SPEAKETH THE LORD OF HOSTS, SAYING, BEHOLD
THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH: AND HE
SHALL GROW UP OUT OF HIS PLACE, AND HE SHALL
BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD." (6: 12) At the
time Christ the Stone was laid in miniature
Pilate said: "Behold the man 1" (John 19: 5) At
the time Christ Jesus the anointed King, the
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Stone, was laid in eompletion Jehovah says: "BE­
HOLD, THE MAN .WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH
[A.B.V., margin, SPROUT] ." Jesus Christ is the
Sprout or Branch of Jehovah. It was not Zerub­
babel of the house of David that was crowned,
but Joshua the high priest that was crowned.
This proves that David's natural house was
merely typical and that The BRANCH is Je­
hovah's direct Offshoot, his Chief Officer and
great High Priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek. It was in 1914 that Jehovah sent
forth The BRANCH out of Zion, and which is
an insignificant "sprout" in the eyes of the earth­
ly rulers, but he shines in the temple of Jehovah
and shall vindicate Jehovah's name.

The words in the prophecy "OUT OF HIS PLACE"
mean 'out of Zion', that is to say, Jehovah's
universal organization from which Christ Jesus
is taken and made the Head of the capital or­
ganization, and grows up out of the top thereof.
(Ezek. 17: 22-24) This prophetic picture par­
ticularly shows that after the crowning of Jesus
as King by Jehovah, and after the casting of
Satan out of heaven, he must come to Jehovah's
temple as a crowned King and as High Priest
and as Judge of the house of God. Here he
brings the faithful into the temple and prepares
them to take a part in the work of vindicating
Jehovah's name. These witnesses of Jehovah,
pictured by the three men, must bear testimony
to others of the world, and that is what they are
DOW doing. .



ZEOlI•• MILITANT ORGANIZATION lOB

Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest pre­
figured one and the same person, to wit, Christ
Jesus, who is "a priest upon his throne" and
fills the office typified by Melchizedek. (Reb.
7: 1) "EVEN HESHALL BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE
LORD; AND HE SHALL BEAR THE GLORY, AND SHALL
SIT AND RULE UPON HIS THRONE; AND HESHALL BE
APRIEST UPON HIS THRONE; AND THE COUNSEL OF
rEACE SHALL BE BETWEEN THEM BOTH." (6: 13) As
builder of the temple he is clothed with majesty,
honor and glory, and he bears the commission
and the responsibility as the great Vindicator
of his Father's name. "And they shall hang
upon him all the glory of his father's house.
• • . And he shall be for a glorious throne to his
father's house." (Isa. 22: 23, 24) Christ Jesus
fills the two offices of king and priest, and there
is no conflict between the two; hence it is writ­
ten: "AND THE COUNSEL OF PEACE SHALL BE BE­
TWEEN THE TWO OF THEM." (Roth.) The counsel
or purpose of both offices is peace. As sacrific­
ing priest he is the way for man to be at peace
with God. (Eph. 2: 14) He completes the atone­
ment work in heaven as the royal priest; as
God's King he rules and destroys Satan and his
organization, which has long been the disturber
of the peace, and he will establish 'peace on
earth and good will toward men'. He is "King
of Salem", meaning "King of Peace" (Reb. 7: 2) ;
"and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsel.
lor, ••. the Prince of Peace." (Isa, 9: 6, 7) He
is the Vindicator and brings everlasting peace
by fighting for it.
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Zechariah made from the silver and gold con­
tributed a crown for the high priest, and this
served as a memorial of the faithfulness and
devotion of the contributors. "AND THE CROWNS
Ionows, Roth.] SHALL BE TO HELEM [another
name for Heldai], AND TO TOBIJAH, AND TO JE­
DAIAH, AND TO HEN [another name for Josiah]
THE SON OF ZEPHANIAH, FOR A MEMORIAL IN THE
TEMPLE OF THE LORD." (6: 14) These men had
shown their faithfulness by coming from Baby­
lon to the Lord's house in "the day of small
things", when the temple was hardly begun.
(Hag. 2: 3) The Lord shows his appreciation
of their devotion and also that of Josiah (Hen),
the son of Zephaniah, who allowed his house
to be used on this occasion. These men pictured
the faithful remnant who share with Christ J e­
sus in the honor bestowed upon him by Jehovah,
and for which faithful ones he reserves "a crown
of righteousness". (2 Tim. 4: 8) And this they
receive upon the appearing of the Chief Shep­
herd. (1 Pet. 5: 1-4) They must continue faith­
ful, seeing that no man takes their crown. It is
"FOR A MEMORIAL IN THE TEMPUlJ OF JEHOVAH",
showing that the four men named are honored
with recognition in Jehovah's sanctuary, and
shows that the remnant are now gathered to­
gether under Christ at the temple and are at
the same time heirs of the kingdom and joint­
heirs with Christ Jesus. This is symbolized by
the crown.

The work of these men did not end with their
contributions of silver and gold. They had to
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witness the crowning of Joshua and to hear the
words of the prophet, and now it devolved on
them to return and bear testimony to others of
what they had learned. This shows that the rem­
nant, whom these men foreshadowed, must en­
gage in the witness work, testifying to others,
and this after they have received enlightenment;
and this is supported by the concluding words
of the prophecy, to wit: "AND THEY THAT ARE
FAR OFF SHALL COME AND BUILD IN THE TEMPLE OF
THE LORD; AND YE SHALL KNpW THAT THE LORD
OF HOSTS HATH SENT ME UNTO YOU. AND THIS

SHALL COME TO PASS, IF YE WILL DILIGENTLY OBEY
TIlEVOICE OF THE LORD YOUR GOD." (6: 15) Those
afar off are the ones taken into the temple after
the second outpouring of the holy spirit and to
whom those of the temple class give testimony.
(Isa. 43: 6, 7; Ps. 147: 2; Matt. 24: 31) Those
who are thus gathered come and do temple serv­
ice. These fill up the places of others who might
have been of the temple, and who were engaged
in the Elijah work, but who were negligent and
stumbled over the Stone and have been talking
about "character building" since, and have been
set aside. There were some at Jerusalem who
concluded that it was 'a time to dwell in ceiled
houses and let the temple lie in waste'. (Hag.
1: 4) Such foreshadowed the ones who have
been obtaining "rest" in what the Lord gave to
his people prior to the coming of Christ Jesus
to the temple, and who have lost the opportunity
to have a place of service in the temple; and
"THEY THAT ARE FAR oFF" have entered now, in
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their stead, into that blessed privilege of temple
service. These latter are particularly pictured
by Esther and Ruth.

The fact that Jehovah supplied all needed
help for the building of the temple in harmony
with the prophecy of Zechariah proves that
Zechariah was a true prophet sent by the Lord.
Jehovah thus vindicated his own word and now
vindicates his own witnesses before "Christen­
dom"z and in this manner his witnesses have
part In vindicating Jehovah's name. Jehovah's
witnesses do not need to worry about when and
how the many things promised will come to
pass. If they are obedient to what the Lord
gives them they shall see the fulfilment of Je­
hovah's purpose. "IF YE WILL DILIGENTLY OBEY
THE VOICE OF THE LORD YOUR GOD"; meaning that
the remnant must now be diligent in doing with
their might the work which Jehovah has given
them to do, regardless of what others may do.
The temple will be completed in due time and
Jehovah's name will be vindicated; but those
who arc now in the temple are required to reno
der full obedience if they will ultimately partici­
pate in the vindication of Jehovah's word and
name.



CHAPTER VI

OBEDIENCE
(ZECHARIAH, CHAPTER 7)

JEHOVAH'S sanctuary class must first learn
, obedience before having a part in the vindi­

cation of his great name. God provides his
covenant people with his Word and gives them
an understanding thereof in due time, that they
may be instructed, and then they must do his
will. To those who are in the covenant with him
he says: "Be thou instructed, 0 Jerusalem, lest
my soul depart from thee; lest I make thee deso­
late, a land not inhabited." (Jer. 6: 8) These
words of Jeremiah apply to those now on earth
who are in a covenant to do God's will. The wise
man is one who diligently seeks to know the will
of God, as stated in His Word, and who then
hastens to do that will. To merely hear with the
ears what his Word says is not sufficient: "Thou
seest that faith wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect." (Jas. 2: 22,R.V.)
This shows that those are in a state of delusion
who take the letter of the Word and not the
spirit of it, and who fail to do what God tells
them. Mere formalism in service of the letter
of the Word is displeasing to Jehovah because
it is mockery, and "God is not mocked".-Gal.
6: 7.

When Christ Jesus appeared for judgment
and to take the approved ones into the temple,

lOT
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the facts and the Scriptures show, there were
two classes before him, one that indulged in
formalism, such as the pious, sanctimonious in
appearance, those who loved to engage in public
prayer and fasting that they might appear good
to others, as having developed themselves to
such a state that they were fit and neeessary for
the kingdom; and another and different class,
namely, the ones who are meek or teachable,
faithful in the performance of what they learned
to be the will of God, and doing that will with
joy, never looking to their own powers or attain­
ments. The first class mentioned is the dis­
obedient, and the other mentioned, the obedient
class. These two classes must be separated, that
the approved ones may be prepared for the
work in the temple and for the vindication of
Jehovah's name in connection with the battle of
the great day. Those of both classes stand be­
fore the judgment seat, having sacrificed their
rig-ht to live as human creatures. But now some­
thing more important has arisen. They must
obey. "Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the Lord ~ Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, anti to hearken than the fat of rams.
F'or rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry." (1 Sam.
15: 22, 23) The prophecy of Zechariah delivered
in connection with the building of the temple
shows both the disobedient and the obedient
class. The separation of the two classes takes
place, and the obedient ones are prepared, re-
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eeived into the temple, and have a part in the
vindication of Jehovah's name.

The opening of the seventh chapter of Zecha­
riah's prophecy discloses certain men of the
Israelites being sent from the city of Bethel to
pray and make speech before the temple build­
ers. This occurred more than two years before
the temple was completed, which proves that
these men were not sent to pray at the temple;
and therefore the Authorized Version is a poor
rendering of the text. The correct rendering is :
"AND IT OAME TO PASS IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF
KING DARIUS, THAT THE WORD OF JEHOVAH OAME
UNTO ZEOHARIAH IN THE FOURTH D.A.~ OF THE
NINTH MONTH, EVEN IN CHISLEV. Now THEY OF
BETHEL HAD SENT SHAREZER AND REGE~I-MELECH,

AND THEIR MEN, TO ENTREAT THE FAVOR OF JEHO­
VAH." (7: 1, 2, A.R.V.) In the Hebrew, "house
of God" is "Bethel". The meaning of this text
here is that these men were sent from the city
of Bethel to Jerusalem. Those people had re­
turned with the remnant from Babylon and now
occupied Bethel. (Ezra 2: 28; Neh.7: 32; 11: 31)
The two men Sharezer and Regem-melech were
proceeding under names or titles of foreign deri­
vation, although now living in the holy land, and
this suggests that they were not entirely in line
with Jehovah's arrangement to carry forward
his work. Those men therefore fitly represent
that class of professed followers of Christ who
heard the truth and who took part in the Elijah
work and who have made much ado about their
being a part of the house of God, that is, Bethel.
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About 1918 and thereafter certain companies
of dreamers have been in evidence, claiming to
be in "present truth" and in line for the king­
dom. The two men coming from Bethel, as above
named, show by their course of action that they
were "old-timers" who had not kept up to date
with the Lord's truth and service. Likewise the
class they foreshadowed prove to be "old-timers"
belonging to and holding to old forms set up by
men, such as observing dates and months, times
and seasons. (Gal. 4: 10) They have not en­
tirely broken away from Satan's organization,
but still think they should be subject to the po­
litical powers that rule the land, and they refuse
to tell the truth about these as being a part of
Satan's organization lest they cause someone
to turn away from what they call "the truth".
These come to "PACIFY THE FAOE OF JEHOVAH"
(Roth.) ; and this suggests a class of persons
who indulge chiefly in so-called "devotional
exercise", delighting to sing hymns and tell of
their own virtues and of their devotion to some
hero of faith, but they show no real zeal and de­
votion to the service of the Lord God as he has
commanded. They even call the hypocritical
clergy, who form a part of the Devil's organiza­
tion, "our Christian brethren." Since they are
not a part of God's organization, probably this
is not out of the way for them to call the hypo­
crites "Christian brethren". It is no wonder they
desire the soft pedal to be put on when Satan's
organization is mentioned. "Birds of a feather
flocktogether."
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Joshua the high priest and Zechariah and
Haggai the prophets were at work at the temple
when these men who appeared to be very devout
came there to show themselves. Doubtless they
wore long, well greased beards and had a very
solemn and sanctimonious air and spoke with
great gravity and sanctimonious solemnity to
the priests at the temple, and, while speaking,
shed a few crocodile tears. "AND TO SPEAK UNTO
THE PRIESTS WHICH WERE IN THE HOUSE OF THE
LORD OF HOSTS, AND TO THE PROPHETS, SAYING,
SHOULD I WEEP IN THE FIFTH MONTH, SEPARATING
MYSELF, AS I :HAVE DONE THESE SO MANY YEARS'"
(7: 3) When they were in Babylon they had sat
down and wept, and ever since had been great
sticklers for formalities, and they had continued
to indulge in sheddin~ tears, even when they
had been favored by being brought back to their
homeland. They did not appreciate God's good­
ness, but thought they must continue to weep
and to appear to be good men. For sixteen
years they had seen the temple lie in waste and
nothing being done, and yet they continued to
shed great tears at regular intervals that others
might say: 'Behold these devout men.' Had they
been really sincere and devoted to God they
would have risen up long before, ceased their
weeping, bravely and fervently faced the enemy,
and joyfully entered into the work of building
the temple at God's commandment.

It is even so, since 1916, with the class above
mentioned, and particularly after 1918. There
are those who were brought out of Babylon, or
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Satan's organization, and given the truth that
was published prior to that date, and because
one man, their earthly leader, was taken away
from them, they said: 'There is no more truth,
and we will sit together and talk about the past
and weep over what we have lost: The Lord
has very marvelously foreshadowed all these
minute things that are now being enacted, and
this he has done for the very purpose of aiding
the faithful ones to discern between the hypo­
crites and the zealous servants of God in order
that the faithful might be greatly strengthened
and prepared to press forward in the battle of
the great day.

The men appearing at Jerusalem inquired of
the priests and the prophets, asking if they
should weep in the fifth and seventh months and
separate themselves as they had been doing for
many years. The seventh day of the fifth month
was the day that Babylon had destroyed Jerusa­
lem and the temple. (2 Ki, 25: 8, 9) They now
saw faithful men rebuilding the temple; and not
seeing these faithful men weeping, but working
with joy, these pious hypocrites evidently
thought to rebuke the builders in some measure
by thus inquiring and at the same time showing
themselves to be very extremely good men. The
Lord shows it was no longer proper to fast and
to weep, but that the 'fast of the fifth month
shall be joy and gladness'.-8: 19.

Since the corning of the Lord J esus to the
temple of Jehovah, and the gathering of the
faithful together, it has been a time of joy; but
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those 'dreamers', the "old-timers" who hold to
the traditions of men, continue to fast and weep,
and verily they have their reward, which is their
approval amongst themselves. (Matt. 6: 16) The
present-day weeping ones do not see that the
Lord Jesus is at the temple. In fact, that is one
great truth that they vehemently deny, and they
use strong language against Jehovah's witnesses
because they declare that the Lord is at his holy
temple. This shows that the temple does not
exist for them, that they do not see the temple,
and are not of it, and hence are not born of
God's organization and not taught of him. If
they had been gathered unto the Lord and
anointed they would see the great and wonder­
ful truths which the Lord now reveals to his
faithful ones. They would cease all outward
formalities of fasting and weeping. 'All of the
temple show forth the glory of the Lord,' and
the 'joy of the Lord is their strength'.-Ps.
29: 9; Neh. 8: 10.

Jehovah then gave his prophet a message to
be delivered to these "old-time" weepers: "THEN
CAME THE WORD OF THE LORD OF HOSTS UNTO ME."
(7: 4) The giving of the word to Zechariah
finds a parallel in the increased light that comes
to the faithful after 1922. Note now with joy
some of the wonderful things the Lord has
brought to the temple class since that date. It
has pleased the Lord to use The Watchtower as
a means of conveying his message to his cove­
nant people; and in the year 1923 the Lord
began to bring the message of joy to his hungry
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ones and they learned for the first time the
meaning of "The joy of Jehovah is your
strength". (Neh.S: 10,A.R.V.) Then in February
of the same year the Lord revealed to his people
that the cup of wine at the Memorial pictures
good cheer resulting from the coming of the
King and the kingdom. (The Watchtower, 1923,
page 56) Then came for the first time the cor­
rect understanding of the parable of the talents
and of the pounds, which involve the joy of the
Lord. (The Watchtower, 1923, pages 35,71)
Then the parable of the virgins, showing that
the oil pictures joy and that the joy is in them
because of God's favors. (1'he Watchtower,
1923, page 296) Since then Jehovah has eon­
tinued to cause his lightnings to flash upon the
temple, and the temple class has continued to
rejoice and put forth increased zeal and energy
in his service.

Knowing that the Lord Jesus is at the temple,
all of the temple rejoice. It would be entirely
inappropriate for them to weep, and it would
therefore be displeasing to the Lord. Hence the
Lord commanded Zechariah to speak to these
"old-time weepers" and say: "WHEN YE FASTED

AND MOURNED IN THE FIFTH AND SEVENTH MONTH,
EVEN THOSE SEVENTY YEARS, DID YE AT ALL FAST
UNTO ME, EVEN TO ME 1" (7: 5) The divine
message of advice and instruction was and is
for all of God's covenant people, that is to say,
the" ones holdmg responsible positions as wen
as nll others, including the MOl'decai-Naami
class, and the Esther and Ruth class that came
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to a knowledge of the truth later. This part of
the prophecy shows that all of these had in­
dulged to some measure in things which were no
longer proper. They had mourned and wept in
the past; but now that the Lord is at the temple
they must no longer fast and weep, because it
is a time of joy.

The very language of the fifth verse of the
prophecy shows that fasting "IN THE FIFTH AND

SEVENTH MONTH" must have been a self-imposed
fast in commemoration of the destruction of
Jerusalem. (2 Ki. 25: 25, 26) There is no evi­
denee that Jehovah by his prophets during the
seventy years' captivity enjoined these fasts
upon the exiles. They had instituted these fasts
at the instance of men. Likewise the many for­
malities that have been indulged in by the cove­
nant people of God have been and are the insti­
tutions of men, and concerning such the words
of the apostle are here very fitting : "If you died
with Christ from the elements of the world,
why, as living in the world, do you subject your­
selves to ordinances: ('Eat not,' 'taste not,'
tI1andle not'; all which things are consumed in
the using;) according to the commandments and
teachings of men' which ordinances, having a
wordy show of wisdom in self-devised worship
and humility, by a non-indulgence of the body,
not in any honor, are only for a gratification of
the flesh."-Col. 2: 20-23, Diaglott.

These modern dreamers and fasters were fol­
lowing the instruction of men, such as "charae-
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ter development", which is pleasing to their own
flesh and to other persons; and they think to do
so to make themselves fit subjects for heaven,
and that they may appear in the sight of others
as approved ones. They abstain from things
that are not forbidden by Jehovah, while at the
same time they indulge in things that are for­
bidden by him. Their fasts, therefore, are not
set by Jehovah. The unnatural life of self-afflic­
tion is not pleasing to God, but it pleases God
for one to be active and positive in bearing the
'fruits of his kingdom' as he has commanded
and to do so with zeal and joy. (Matt. 21: 43)
One who indulges in a "form of godliness", and
has his heart affections on himself or on some
other creature, could not be pleasing to God.
Outward show of righteousness is mockery, and
to such the Lord is not blind.

Jehovah's prophet then tells these self-con­
stituted sanctimonious dreaming idolaters that
when they did eat and drink in their time of
prosperity they did it, not to use their strength
in the service of the Lord, but for their own self­
ish benefit: "AND WHEN YE USED TO EAT, AND
WHEN YE USED TO DRINK, WAS IT NOT OF YOUR OWN
ACCORD YE DID EAT, AND OF YOUR OWN ACCORD YE

DID DRINld SHOULD YE NOT [HAVE BEEN DOING]
THE THINGS WHICH JEHOVAH HAD PROCLAIMED BY
THE HAND OF THE FORMER PROPHETS, WHILE YET
JERUSALEM WAS INHABITED AND IN PEACE, WITH
HER CITIES ROUND ABOUT HER, AND THE SOUTH AND
THE LOWLAND WERE INHABlTED!"-7: 6,7, Roth.
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Prior to 1916 those in a covenant with J eho­
vah were in a prosperous condition for that
time. The great adversity and captivity to Sa­
tan's organization came in 1917and 1918. 'I'here­
after the dreamers, who are opposers, wept and
howled, and still weep and howl, because 'the last
will and testament of a dead man was not strictly
followed', assuming that any man could put a
restriction upon God's work. Jehovah by his
prophet says to them that instead of being stick­
lers for adhering to the words and opinions of a
deceased man they should study the prophecies,
which were aforetime written for the comfort
and aid and instruction of God's people, and
that they should feed upon these words of the
Lord and be diligent to obey his commandments.
The Lord caused the prophet Isaiah to write
concerning the same class. (Isa. 58: 4, 5) The
Watchtower called attention to this prophecy
and urged upon the lukewarm and the weeping
ones to awaken and become obedient to the com­
mandments of the Lord. But they continue to
go on in their own way and give no heed to the
Word of God.-The Watchtower, 1929, pages
131,147.

Now the time has come to preach the truth
and the remnant must give the strictest heed to
all the commandments of the Lord. (Acts 3:
22,23) If they will avert the great calamity of
going into captivity to Satan's organization and
therefore falling at Armageddon, they must fol­
low closely the Word of God as set forth by his
prophets and which Word was written for the
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special aid and comfort of the temple class. It
behooves everyone of the temple class to now
walk 'circumspectly and render full obedience
unto the Lord.

God's covenant people are commissioned to
declare the judgments previously written and to
render justice unto others. "AND THE WORD OF
THE LORD CAME UNTO ZECHARIAH, SAYING, THUS
SPEAKETH THE LORD OF HOSTS, SAYING, EXECUTE
TRUE JUDGMENT, AND SHEW MERCY AND COMPAS­
SIONS EVERY MAN TO HIS BROTHER." (7: 8, 9) Those
who have agreed to do the will of God are ad­
monished that they should not show partiality
or exalt the name of man. (Ps. 50: 20; Luke
16: 15) Every member of the body of Christ
should show mercy and compassion to his breth­
ren and to all the consecrated. This is what
the Lord God requires. (Mic. 6: 8) To take self­
ish advantage of a brother is a very reprehen­
sible thing in God's sight. "AND OPPRESS NOT THE
WIDOW, NOR THE FATHERLESS, THE STRANGER, NOR
THE POOR; AND LET NONE OF YOU IMAGINE EVIL
AGAINST HIS BROTHER IN YOUR HEART." (7: 10)
Evil surmising and evil speaking against a
brother is a manifestation of the spirit of the
"man of sin" and is evil against God's anointed,
and the practice of such will land the perpetra­
tor of the wrong into the "evil servant" class.
(1 Thess. 5: 15) Those men who came from the
city of Bethel to the temple builders had been
fasting, not to the glory of the Lord, but for
selfish reasons; and the lesson is for those who
are now on earth and who claim to be followers
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of Christ Jesns to devote themselves, not to
fasting, but to joyful service to the Lord.

The Israelites were stiff-necked and re­
fused to obey; and they suffered therefor.
Their course of action and punishment are
noted as "ensamples" for our benefit, that
we may take the proper course: "BUT THEY
REFUSE,D TO HEARKEN, AND PULLED AWAY THE

SHOULDER, AND STOPPED THEIR EARS, THAT THEY
SHOULD NOT HEAR." (7: 11) Not only is this the
history of 2,500 years ago, but it exactly fits
what "Christendom" and the "evil servant" class
are doing and have been doing since 1922. Many
who claim to be God's children, instead of will­
ingly putting their shoulder to the wheel with
others in exalting the name of Jehovah, have
opposed the kingdom work and continue to op­
pose it and to do so with strong words and acts.
"YEA, THEY MADE THEIR HEARTS AS AN ADAMANT

STONE, LEST THEY SHOULD HEAR THE LAW, AND THE
WORDS WHICH THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH SENT IN

HIS SPIRIT BY THE FORMER PROPHETS: THEREFORE

CAME A GREAT WRATH :FROM THE LORD OF HOSTS."

(7: 12) They have closed their ears to the truth
and set their hearts against the kingdom work.
The wrath of God came upon Israel for their dis­
obedience; and that foreshadows that in the
battle of the great day of God Almighty a like
punishment shall come upon the opposers.

"Christendom" would not hear during the
Elijah period of the work, and still persists in
stubbornness; and the "evil servant" class n0'Y
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make an alliance with others of Satan's organi­
zation and put themselves in opposition to God's
kingdom, and when they cry to God he will not
hear their cries. "THEREFORE IT IS COME TO PASS,
THAT AS HE CRIED, AND THEY WOULD NOT HEAR; SO
THEY CRIED, AND I WOULD NOT HEAR, SAITH ToRS

LORD OF HOSTS." (7: 13) "Wisdom crieth with­
out; she uttereth her voice in the streets. Turn
you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my
spirit unto you, I will make known my words
unto you. Then shall they call upon me, but I
will not answer; they shall seek me early, but
they shall not find me: for that they hated
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the
Lord."-Provo 1: 20, 23, 28, 29.

Jehovah scattered the Israelites with great
trouble by permitting them to be overthrown.
(7: 14) This is typical of the "great multitude"
(Rev. 7: 9-14), which is already like "desolate
heritages". (Isa. 49: 8) The "great multitude"
disregard the Word of God and are brought low,
but in due time they will be loosed. But those
who have been returned from Babylon, enlight­
ened and called to the kingdom and given the
privilege of temple work, and who then willfully
become lukewarm and disobedient, how much
greater will be their punishment I (Rev. 3: 14-18;
1 Pet. 4: 17; 2 Pet. 2: 12, 13) Outward show for
selfish reasons and hypocrisy will receive a just
recompense at the hands of the Lord. Those
who joyfully obey will receive the approval of
the Lord.
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JEHOVAH'S ZEAL FOR ZION
(ZEOHARIAH, CHAPTER 8)

'Jehovah put his name on J erusalem, and for
his name's sake he brought back the faithful. He
is now likewise jealous (or zealous) for Zion
his organization. Hence it is written in the
prophecy: "AND THE WORD OF JEHOVAH OF HOSTS
CAME SAYING: THUS SAITH JEHOVAH OF HOSTS, I
AM JEALOUS FOR ZION WITH AGREAT JEALOUSY, YEA
WITH GREAT WRATH AM: I JEALOUS FOR HER." (8:
1,2, Roth.) After Satan was cast out of heaven
there was great persecution upon God's organi­
zation on earth. "Christendom" rejected Christ
Jesus the King, and for these things Jehovah's
wrath will be expressed against "Christendom".
His zeal does not tarry long before taking action
for the relief of Zion. (Jer. 25: 12) After the
"king of Babylon" (which is Satan) and "that
nation" (the invisible part of Satan's organiza­
tion) had been cast out of heaven with great
fury Jehovah's zeal for Zion moved him to
make preparation for the final punishment of
the wicked organization, which punishment he
will inflict at Armageddon.

Jehovah gave his word that his woman should
bring forth a seed that would destroy the enemy.
(Gen. 3: 14, 15) For six thousand years that
promise was apparently forgotten; but it was
not in fact forgotten. During that period the
heavenly part of Jehovah's organization was
like a widow. By his prophet Jehovah declares:
"For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but
with great mercies will I [at my return] gather



122 PREPARATION ZEOli. 8

thee." (Isa. 54: 5-8) At 1914 the Lord returned
his favor to his heavenly organization, symbol.
ized by his "woman". As for the earthly part of
his organization, Jehovah did not return until
1918, when his Messenger straightway came to
the temple. (Mal. 3: 1) In harmony with this
Zechariah prophesied: ((THUS SAITH THE LoRD,
I AM RETURNED UNTO ZION, .AND WILL DWELL IN
THE MIDST OF JERUSALEM; AND JERUSALEM SHALL
BE CALLED, A CITY OF TRUTH; AND THE MOUNTAIN
OF THE LORD OF HOSTS, THE HOLY MOUNTAIN."
-8:3.

By the mouth of other prophets Jehovah made
known his purposes to return his favor to Zion,
which he has done. (Ps, 102: 13-16) In Zion his
faithful remnant now take refuge. (Isa, 14: 32;
24: 23) "And a Redeemer will come to Zion,
and unto them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith Jehovah. And as for me, this is my
covenant with them, saith Jehovah: my spirit
that is upon thee [Christ the Greater-than­
Isaiah], and my words which I have put in thy
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor
out of the mouth of thy seed [remnant, as pic­
tured by Isaiah's three sons], nor out of the
mouth of thy seed's seed [Ruth class, the 'daugh­
ter-in-law of Naomi' class], saith Jehovah, from
henceforth and for ever." (Isa. 59: 20, 21,
.A.B.V.) (Mic. 4: 7, 8; Isa. 33: 5,6) This pro­
phetic promise .Jehovah has fulfilled to his faith­
ful ones on earth and has made them his wit­
nesses.
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Jehovah's organization, symbolized by Jern­
salem, shows prosperity thereafter. 'It shall be
called The city of truth,' that is, the organiza­
tion of fidelity and steadfastness, first by the
earthly remnant, the Judah class, and then by
the Jonadab class, and in due time by the
"great multitude". But the angel of the Lord
will gather out all offenders and workers of in­
iquity. (Rev. 22: 15) "Look upon Zion, the city
of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusa­
lem a quiet habitation, a tent that shall not be
removed, the stakes whereof shall never be
plucked 'up, neither shall any of the cords there­
of be broken. But there Jehovah will be with us
in majesty, a. place of broad rivers and streams,
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither
shall gallant ship [Satan's commercial power,
particularly represented in the British empire]
pass thereby. For Jehovah is our judge, J'eho­
vah is our lawgiver, Jehovah is our king; he
will save us."-Isa. 33: 20-22, A.R.V.

Jehovah will for ever be a refuge unto his
people, and no "strangers" in army formation
will pass through her again. (Joel 3: 16,17, 21,
A.R.V.) God's remnant people now see these
blessings, and they rejoice; and to them Jeho­
vah says: "Thou shalt not fear evil any more.
• . . Fear thou not; 0 Zion, let not thy hands be
slack." (Zeph. 3: 14-17, A.R.V.) Jehovah has
sent his great Judge to the temple; therefore
he has now 'restored thy judges' and has sent
his "Wonderful Counsellor", and henceforth his
organization shall be called The faithful city of
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righteousness. (Isa. 1: 26; 30: 20) Those born
of Zion are taught of God and are in great peace
and joy.-Zeph. 3: 13.

Many prophecies show that many people will
discern God's organization before Armageddon
and will acknowledge that Jehovah is not at all
responsible for the woes and wickedness now in
the earth and that the kingdom of Jehovah is
the world's true remedy. The day of great dis­
tress is here for those who fight against God.
The day of prosperity, joy and blessings is here
for those who take their stand on Jehovah's side
and remain true and steadfast for him. The
people will come with gladness to Zion, the king­
dom, and give joy to the King.-Jer. 31: 23; Ps.
48 : 1, 2 ; Joel 3 : 17.

Eighteen years after the remnant came back
from Babylon this prophecy was uttered: "THUS
SAlTH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THERE SHALL YET OLD
MEN AND OLD WOMEN DWELL IN THE STREETS OF
JERUSALEM, AND EVERY MAN WITH HIS STAFF IN
HIS HAND FOR VERY AGE. AND THE STREETS OF THE
CITY SHALL BE FULL OF BOYS AND GIRLS PLAYING IN
THE STREETS THEREOF." (8: 4, 5) This could not
refer to the dreamers mentioned in Joel's proph­
ecy (2: 28) as "old men", for Jehovah is against
them that prophesy false dreams and tell them
and cause the people to err by their lies; and
these he clears away. (Jer. 23: 32) The prophecy
of Zechariah therefore shows in figurative lan­
guage that in the old age of the church, that is,
at the end of the world, God will restore his
remnant to his organization and they shall then
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everlasting must obey him gladly.. Therefore
says the Lord, through his prophet Zechariah:
"AND IT SHALL BE, THAT WHOSO WILL NOT COME UP

OF ALL THE FAl\HLIE.S OF THE EARTH UNTO JEItu­

SALEM TO WORSHIP THE KING, THE LORn 01l' HaRTs,
EVEN UPON THEM SHALL BE NO RAIN." (14: 17)
There will be no more unemployment, suffering
and distress for want of material blessings. Thon
the earth will yield its increase, and there will
be a great abundance for all who will do right.
(Ps. 67: 6) It will be a time of joy and thanks­
giving to Jehovah and his King, and of continu­
ous prosperity. The law of God will then go
forth from Mount Zion, that is, the capital of
the holy organization, and the way will be made
plain to all the people. (Isa, 2: 3; Deu t. 31: 10-13)
The great Priest, Christ Jesus, will be officiat­
ing before Jehovah for mankind, and the annual
feast to which the people will be required to
come will be a bond that will bind together the
people to Jehovah's organization. The new cov­
enant being then in operation, anyone refusing
to come and participate in the feast unto the
Lord will be a rebel deserving and receiving just
punishment.

"THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES" mentioned in the
foregoing prophecy pictures the temporary eon­
dition of dwelling and feasting of the people
during the period of restoration of mankind un­
del' the glorious reign of Christ Jesus. It will
be a time of learning of God and his law, a time
when the people on earth will be going on to a
place in or out of God's organization, and that
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place of destiny will depend on their obedience
to the law of God's kingdom. Hence their way
will be a time of temporary dwelling. "ALL THE
FAMILIES OF THE EARTH" who obey will joyfully
come unto Jerusalem and worship Christ and
Jehovah of hosts. The word "JERUSALEM", as
used here in this prophecy, does not mean the
city of that name in Palestine, because even if
that city should be rebuilt all the families of the
earth could not assemble there. The name"J eru­
salem" refers to the new Jerusalem, which is J e·
hovah's capital organization and which shall
rule the world in righteousness. (Rev. 21: 2) To
"COMEl UP .•• UNTO JERUSALEM" the people
must travel on the great "highway", which is
the way of complete devotion to God and his
kingdom. Then the capital organization of J e­
hovah, his royal house or palace, will become
the 'house of prayer for all nations', and there
shall the people worship. -Isa. 56: 7.

All the families of the earth will be required
to come together at a stated time and for one
purpose, and that in order that "they may all
call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him
with one consent". (Zeph. 3: 9) Jesus said that
the hour would come in which the people would
not worship at the literal city of Jerusalem,
but only "the true worshippers" would "worship
the Father in spirit and in truth". (John 4:
21, 23) 'I'he actual place for the assembly of the
people will not be in Palestine; but regardless
of physical location, all shall assemble unto
God's organization, devoting themselves to the
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King and the kingdom. The arrangement of
the Kingdom will permit everybody on earth to
hear the name of the Lord and join in the praise
of his name. No selfish men or commercial in­
terest will then have anything to do with the ra­
dio stations; but with one grand radio station
operating without interference, and with un­
limited power, such will enable the people at all
times, with their superfine receiving sets, to
hear the message of the Lord and join in praise
to his name.

The word "RAIN" appearing in the seventeenth
verse of this prophecy is symbolically used. In
times past, when one section of the land was
without rain the people suffered for want of
food and other necessities; but under the opera­
tion of the kingdom, with fleet-moving transpor­
tation facilities, refrigerator cars and storage
houses, the lack of rain in one part of the earth
will not be cause for starvation in another part.
Symbolically, however, "rain" means the favor
of God and his attending blessings. It is like
the "pure river of water of life . . . proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb" which
refreshes and gives life to the obedient peoples.
(Rev. 22: 1; Ezek. 47: 1-5) Lack of such bless­
ings would not mean instantaneous death, but
disobedience would merit and receive a punish­
ment from which one might be recovered. But
if such refusal to obey would continue, that
would lead to the complete removal of all the
blessings of the Lord and would result ultimate­
ly in eternal death. (Heb. 6: 7, 8) Those who are
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obedient to the Lord are represented by the
prophet as saying: "Then shall we know, if we
follow on to know the Lord: his going forth is
prepared as the morning; and he shall come un­
to us as the rain, as the latter and former rain
unto the earth." (Hos. 6: 3) The King will bless
the obedient ones: "He [the King] shall judge
thy people with righteousness, and thy poor
with judgment. He shall come down like rain
upon the mown grass; as showers that water the
earth. In his days shall the righteous flourish;
and abundance of peace so long as the moon en­
dureth."-Ps. 72: 2, 6, 7.

These precious truths now give hope to the
remnant because they know that .Jehovah will
vindicate his name and give his blessings to
them and to all who are obedient to him, and it
is their great privilege to transmit this message
to the people of good will. These truths when
received will establish faith in the mind of those
of good will. They can see that the great suffer­
ing, injustice and distress now on earth are soon
to be followed by prosperity and everlasting
joy to those who know and obey the law of God's
kingdom. Thus seeing, they take their stand on
the side of Jehovah and his organization pre­
paratory for the great battle.

There will be no excuse for any to stay away
from "JERUSALEM", which is God's capital organ­
ization. The way will be made plain for the
people. (Isa. 19: 23-25) In harmony with this
Zechariah prophesies: "AND IF THE FAMILY OF
EGYPT GO NOT UP, AND COME NOT, THA'£ HAVE NO
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RAIN, THERE SHALL BE THE PLAGUE WHEREWITH
THE LORD WILL SMITE THE HEATHEN THAT COME
NOT UP TO KEEP THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES."
(14: 18) Egypt was not a land of natural rain­
fall, but depended upon the waters of the river
Nile for irrigation. (Dent. 11: 10, 11) The peo­
ple of ancient Egypt evidently were ignorant
of the fact that the overflowing of the Nile was
due to the abundance of rainfall near its source.
"EGYPT," as here used, symbolically pictures the
nations of the earth. As the people of Egypt
felt entirely independent of rain, even so the
selfish and stubborn people remaining on earth
will feel independent of the Lord and will ex­
pect to go on without his blessings. God will use
the plagues to bring such to terms, as he did the
ancient ~gyptians. (Ex. 9: 13-15) In this proph­
ecy of Zechariah the Lord states that the will­
ful, rebellious and disobedient ones not only
shall receive no "RAIN", but shall be punished by
the "PLAGUE", which symbolizes destruction.
Willful and persistent disobedience will pre­
clude such from having the services of the great
Physician to heal them from the "plague". (Isa,
53:5; Luke 5:17; Deut. 28:27,35; Isa. 33:24)
The prophecy declares that the plague shall be
visited upon all "NATIONS [R.V.] THAT COME NOT
UP TO KEEP THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES".

Noone will be permitted to evade the law of
the kingdom. "THIS SHALL BE THE PUNISHMENT
OF EGYPT, AND THE PUNISHMENT OF ALL NATIONS
THAT COME NOT UP TO KEEP THE FEAST OF TABER­
NACLES." (14: 19) For centuries God has per-



ZECH. 14 WAR 335

mitted man to follow his own wicked inclina­
tion, but when all come to know the Lord they
must obey the Lord or die. (Isa. 66: 23,24) As
the Lord now requires complete obedience on
the part of the remnant, so shall complete obe­
dience be required of all who will get life ever­
lasting under the gracious and righteous reign
of the King of kings.

COMPLETE DEVOTION
Complete devotion to Jehovah and his king­

dom will be required of all during the reign of
Christ, and such will be the final and complete
result. Zechariah, by the Lord's direction, proph­
esies: "IN THAT DAY SHALL THERE BE UPON THE
BELLS [BRIDLES, margin] OF THE HORSES, HOLI­
NESS UWl'O THE LORD, AND THE POTS IN THE
LORD'S HOUSE SHALL BE LIKE THE BOWLS BEFORE
THE ALTAR." (14: 20) The first mention made in
the Bible of horses and riders thereon was in
connection with Egypt. (Gen. 47: 17; 50: 9)
While Satan has ruled the world horses have
been employed for battle or warfare. At Arma­
geddon the Lord will destroy all instruments
and symbols of war and destroy war itself.
(9: 10) That does not mean the destruction of
horses, because they might be employed for
peaceable purposes. Under the righteous reign
of Christ the horse with tinkling bells upon his
bridle will denote that he is used as an instru­
ment of service to the glory of God and for the
good of the people, because the inscription upon
these bells will read, 'HOLINESS UNTO Jill-
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novAH.' That will be the same inscription that
was on the golden plate worn by the high priest
on the front of his miter. (Ex. 28: 36) Horses will
no more be employed for harmful and oppressive
purposes, such as war, because at that time there
will be, instead of war, "on earth peace, [and]
good will toward men." The horses then will
pull the plow and render other service for the
good of man and to the glory of God. When
they beat their war instruments into plowshares
they will need horses to pull them. (Isa, 2: 4)
The people will then be at rest and peace in the
Lord, and without any fear of any creature, but
all will walk in the name of the Lord, being
wholly devoted to the Most High and to his
kingdom.c--Mie, 4: 4,5.

In this prophecy Zechariah says : "AND THE
POTS [CALDnoNS] IN THE Lone's HOUSE SHALL BE
LIKE THE BOWLS BEFonE THE ALTAR." These pic­
ture the vessels of a lower order and therefore of
less honor in Jehovah's universal organization.
(2 Tim. 2: 20, 21) The purpose of the pots, as
shown by God's prophet, is to "boil up" things
for the people; hence the word is here rendered
"CALDRONS". (Roth.) (Jer. 52: 18, 19; Ezek. 11:
3,7,11) These vessels were made of noble metal,
that is to say, brass or copper (Ex. 38: 3), hence
were representative of superhuman creatures
in Jehovah's organization that serve in behalf
of mankind. "And there was a row of building
round about in them, round about them four,
and it was made with boiling places under the
rows round about. Then said he lIDtO me, These
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are the places of them that boil, where the min.
isters of the house shall boil the sacrifice of the
people." (Ezek. 46: 23, 24) This part of the
prophecy therefore clearly applies to those who
serve at the temple of Jehovah. "AND THE CAL-­
DRONS IN THE HOUSE OF JEHOVAH SHALL BE LIKE
THE DASHING BOWLS BEFORE THE ALTAR." (Roth.)
These bowls were for sprinkling purposes and
were used to minister about the altar.-Num.
4: 14, margin.

The pots (or caldrons) of this prophecy being
wholly devoted to Jehovah would mean that all
other "vessels", that is to say, the selfish-minded
persons, the clergy, the "man of sin", and the
selfish "elective elder" class, had been entirely
cleared out and that the sanctuary is completely
cleansed j hence it would denote that when this
takes place the prophecy of the 2,300 days men­
tioned by Daniel is fulfilled. (Dan. 8: 14) The
class that is described as the "more holy than
thou", the "character-developing' ones once
prominent in the organization of the Lord,
would at this time be entirely cleared out, and
would be kept out henceforth and forever. (Isa,
65: 5) At this time all of the temple would be
and must be wholly and completely devoted to
God and to his kingdom, and hence all must
conform to the image, or standard, of God's
dear Son, Christ Jesus, the Head of the temple.
-Rom. 8: 29.

The prophecy of Zechariah shows that prior
to and at the day of the battle of Armageddon
every one on Jehovah's side will be wholly de-
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voted unto Jehovah of hosts. That host will be
an army of holiness and righteousness and en­
gaged in righteous warfare: "YEA, EVERY ror
[CALDRON, Roth.] IN JERUSALEM, AND IN JUDAH,
SHALL BE HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD OF HOSTS; AND
ALL THEY THAT SACRIFICE SHALL COME AND TAKE
OF THEA-I, AND SEETHE THEREIN; AND IN THAT DAY
THERE SHALL BE NO MORE TITE CANAANITE IN THE
HOUSE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS." (14: 21) Sancti­
monious, selfish "character development" can­
not then be substituted for holiness. Jehovah's
witnesses now have the correct understanding of
holiness. It means everything therein, even to
the seething pots, must be completely and lID­
equivocally devoted to Jehovah of hosts. All
of Jehovah's faithful remnant offer the sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving, the fruit or calves
of their lips, and all of these shall come to J e­
hovah's cleansed temple and "TAKE OF [the cal.
drons] AND BOIL THEREIN". This 'boiling of the
flesh' is under the supervision of Christ Jesus,
and the 'boiling' process is done in the court of
the temple where Jehovah's witnesses "offer up
spiritual sacrifices". (Ezek. 46: 19, 20; 1 Pet.
2: 5) The boiled flesh was offered for the offer­
er and the priest to eat in communion with the
Lord, and hence is eaten at "the Lord's table".
(1 Cor. 10: 21) This shows that to engage in of­
fering of sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
unto Jehovah is 'meat and drink' unto Jehovah's
anointed witnesses.-John 4: 34.

The conclusion to be drawn from this proph­
ecy is: That in the organization of Jehovah on
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earth, that is, the faithful remnant, there is no
distinction between 'POT' and 'BOWL'; but all of
the "vessels", being anointed with his spirit,
would share in the same general service unto
Jehovah, having fellowship with Jehovah and
his King in the same general work of presenting
their bodies as a living sacrifice in praise unto
God amidst fiery trials and great opposition.
Their "outward man" must perish, but the "in­
ward man" is renewed by eating at the Lord's
table in fellowship and communion with him and
unto his glory. Jehovah's anointed ones, the
remnant, are now experiencing these very pre­
eious things. They are walking in the light and
arc cleansed, and have fellowship with the Lord.
(1 John 1: 7) While this prophecy has to do
with the 'residue that shall not be cut off from
the city', the faithful remnant, in due time the
"great multitude" will have to take their stand
on the side of Jehovah and against Satan's or­
ganization. Also the J onadab class, or 'mil­
lions now living that will never die' class, must
wholly devote themselves to the Lord. All who
come to the organization of Jehovah must come
wholly and completely devoted to God. This is
particularly magnified in this prophecy.

This is further shown by the prophetic state­
ment that "IN THAT DAY THERE SHALT, BE NO MORE
THE CANAANITE [TRAFFICKER, R.V., margin;
MERCHANT, Both.; TRADER, Leeser] IN THE HOUSE
OF THE LORD OF HOSTS". There shall be none there
to sell to the true worshipers so-called "holy
vessels", which have been approved by men.
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Such traffickers are deceivers and are unclean
and must all be cleared out and separated from
God's organization before the battle. Jehovah
speaks by his prophet Hosea concerning the un­
faithful Ephraim, who illustrates the unclean
class: "He is a merchant [Canaan, margin], the
balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to
oppress. .And Ephraim said, Yet I am become
rich, I have found me out substance; in all my
labours they shall find none iniquity in me that
were sin." (Hos. 12: 7, 8) Likewise it is written
concerning "Christendom", or "organized Chris­
tianity", so called: "And say, Thus saith the
Lord God unto Jerusalem, Thy birth and. thy
nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father
was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite."
(Ezek. 16: 3) Those Canaanites were unclean,
and here picture those who are not "the elect"
and "chosen" by the Lord.

Those who have been gathered out from the
king-dam have taken their place with the world,
or 'Canaanites'. (Matt. 13: 41) All having the
Canaanite spirit, that is, the spirit of merchan­
dise or selfish gain, must be removed in order
that the sanctuary be entirely clean. The J u­
dases, the Balaams, the Nicolaitanes, the selfish
"elective elders", who serve for filthy lucre,
those who do wrong and seek to justify them­
selves, those who are fearful, all of which are
unclean, are cast out. (1 Pet. 5: 2; 2 Pet. 2: 15;
Jude 11; Rev. 2: 14, 15; Luke 16: 15) All who
now bear the vessels of the Lord must be clean.
(Isa, 52: 11) Such are the 'drawers of water
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out of the wells of salvation'. (Isa. 12: 3) Since
1918 judgment at the temple has been in prog­
ress, and this judgment of the Lord includes
all who "through covetousness • . • with feigned
words make merchandise of you".-2 Pet. 2: 3.

The prophecy of Zechariah conclusively
proves that "the day of his preparation" began
with the coming of Christ Jesus to the temple
for judgment and continues until Armageddon.
"FOR BEHOLD, I WILL BRING FORTH MY SERVANT,
THE BRANCH," says Jehovah. (3: 8) J eho­
vah has brought forth his Messenger, The
BRANCH, for the cleansing work and judg­
ment at the temple. (Mal. 3: 1-5) He has come
as a "swift witness" against those who have
made God's house one of merchandise and like
a den of thieves, and all such he cleans out and
puts away. (Matt. 21: 12, 13) All of this is pre­
paratory work for the battle of the great day of
God Almighty. The overwhelming testimony of
the prophecy and of the supporting facts shows
that the cleansing of the sanctuary has been ac­
complished, and this indicates that Armageddon
draws nigh.

CORROBORATION
Jehovah graciously provides the remnant of

his organization on earth with corroborative
proof, that they may be stronger in faith and in
hope. The holy prophets necessarily would give
testimony supporting each other, because all
such ''holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the holy [spirit]". (2 Pet. 1: 21) This proves
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that their testimony is cumulative and given for
the purpose of strengthening and comforting
God's faithful witnesses on earth at the present
time. We should therefore expect to find
amongst the other prophets proof corroborating
that of Zechariah. Jehovah gave Daniel a vi­
sion and caused him to prophesy concerning the
cleansing of his sanctuary, which is in fact a
work in preparation for the battle of the great
day of God Almighty. The prophecy of Daniel
describes certain world powers that existed prior
to and leading up to the time of the cleansing
of the sanctuary; and this is done apparently
for the purpose of enabling the children of God
on earth, the remnant, to clearly identify the
one that takes away the "continual sacrifice"
(Leeser) and casts down the sanctuary class,
and to enable them to locate the time when the
sanctuary is cleansed. First describing the
world powers from Babylon and those that fol­
lowed after, the prophecy of Daniel states: "And
out of one of them came forth a little horn which
waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and
toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.
:And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven;
and it cast down some of the host and of the
stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.
Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of
the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was tak­
en away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast
down. And an host was given him against the
daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and
it cast down the truth to the ground; and it
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practised, and prospered." (Dan. 8: 9-12) This
prophecy is considered at length in The Watch­
tower, and the proof there set forth clearly iden­
tifies the Anglo-American empire system, the
principal part of "Christendom", as the one that
'takes away the continual sacrifice and casts
down the sanctuary'. (See The Watchtower,
June 15 to July 15, 1933.)

It was during the World War, to wit, the year
1918, that the Anglo-American empire system,
"Christendom," made up of the commercial, po­
litical and religious element of Satan's organiza­
tion, cast down Jehovah's devoted people and
took away their "continual saerifice" of service.
God's faithful people at that time were offering
unto him "the sacrifice of praise to God con­
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving
thanks to his name". (Reb. 13: 15) They were
delivering the testimony which they were com­
missioned to deliver, and the Anglo-American
empire system stopped that work by force and
violence. This was done by stopping the witness
work of Jehovah's faithful sons on earth, and
the World War was the excuse for so doing.
The League of Nations is the "abomination that
maketh desolate", and which the Anglo-Ameri­
can empire system set up in the "holy place",
that is to say, in the place and stead of the king­
dom of God under Christ, and which Jesus
prophesied would be done at the end of the
world. (Matt. 24: 15) Not until after that could
the vision of Daniel be understood. "At the time
of the end" shall the vision be understood, when
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the purifying work is accomplished. (Dan. 8: 17;
12: 10) Then says the prophet Daniel: "Then
I heard one saint speaking, and another saint
said unto that certain saint which spake, How
long shall be the vision concerning the daily
sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation,
to give both the sanctuary and the host to be
trodden under fooU And he said unto me, Un­
to two thousand and three hundred days; then
shall the sanctuarybecleansed."-Dan. 8: 13, 14.

The 2,300-day period must have its beginning
from the time that the two things mentioned in
the prophecy exist, to wit: (1) The taking away
of the "continual sacrifice"; and (2) the "trans­
gression of [and concerning] desolation". While
the taking away of the continual sacrifice took
place in 1918, the "transgression" could be
counted only from the 25th day of May, 1926,
at which time the two things here mentioned did
exist. "Transgression" means a 'revolt and re­
bellion', that is, knowingly and willfully violat­
ing the law of God. (Rom. 7: 7) One might com­
mit an act willfully and knowingly without know­
ing at the time that such constitutes a violation
of God's law, and hence would not be held strict­
ly responsible for such act. That was exactly
the position of the apostle Paul, and which he
defines in the text above cited. The rule ('The
ignorance of the law excuses no man" is a rule
of Satan's organization and is not of God's law.
However, when knowledge is brought home to
the wrongdoer that his act is in violation of
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God's law, from that time forward he becomes
responsible before the Lord.

The clergy of "Christendom" had declared
before the world rulers that the League of Na4

tions had God's approval. The commercial and
political rulers might have claimed that, because
they had been advised by the clergy that the
League of Nations has God's approval, in set­
ting up the same they were doing no wrong. J e4

hovah forestalled any such excuse or justifica­
tion on the part of them or anyone else. Hence
he brought strictly home to them the knowledge
of their wrongdoing. On the 25th day of May,
1926, Jehovah's covenant people, and therefore
his witnesses, assembled in convention at Lon­
don, England, and adopted and widely published
a resolution addressed to the rulers of the world,
setting forth that the League of Nations is of
the Devil and is an abomination in the sight of
Jehovah God, and that the clergy are liars and
that they had deceived the other rulers of the
nations. That the record against "Christendom"
may be preserved and stand as a testimony
against them, the resolution adopted by God's
anointed people at London in May, 1926, and a
portion of the address given in support of such
resolution, are here set forth, to wit:

A TESTIMONY

To THE RULERS OF THE WORLD:

The International Bible Students in general conven­
tion assembled declare their unqualified allegiance and
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devotion to the Almighty God; and believing it to be
their privilege and duty so to do, in obedience to the
commandments of God, send this testimony to the gov­
erning powers of the world, to wit:

FIRST. That it is of paramount importance that all
recognize that Jehovah, the Creator of heaven and
earth, is the true and Almighty God, besides whom
there is none other; that his [purpose] for man is set
forth in the Bible, which is his Word of Truth, and
that Christ Jesus is the Executor of Jehovah's [pur­
poseJ; that it is now apparent to all that the nations
of the world are in dire distress and perplexity; that
great trouble, more terrible than any heretofore ex­
perienced, is now threatened; that the efforts of the
rulers to establish a desirable government or world
power have failed; and now, be it known unto you,
that the outworking of God's [purpose] concerning
man, and that alone, can and will stabilize the world,
and bring lasting peace, prosperity and happiness to
the peoples; and that the time has come for those who
are exercising governing power over the peoples to
recognize these great truths.

SECOND. That the reason for the prevailing condition
of perplexity and distress is, because man disobeyed
the true God and yielded to the wicked influence of
Satan the false god; that Lucifer, originally the right­
ful overlord of man, because of his disloyalty to God
became Satan the Devil, the instigator of all [wicked­
ness], the adversary of God and the arch enemy of
man; that the [wicked] one alienated man from the
true God and caused him to sin, by reason of which
man lost his perfect home and his right to life and
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happiness; that since then man has organized govern­
ments and world powers in an attempt to govern him­
self, but in so doing has ignored the Word of God
and submitted to the control of Satan tho Devil; that
until now God has not interfered with Satan, to the
end that man might be free to choose right or wrong
• . . ; but now the time has come when God will in­
terfere in behalf of the peoples,

'I'nran, That Christ Jesus, by his faithfulness unto
death, became the Redeemer and Deliverer of man­
kind; that when on earth he taught that the time for
the deliverance of the people would begin when the
evil world, under the rulership of Satan, shall end;
and that he, Christ Jesus, would return and set up
God's kingdom of righteousness that the peoples might
know and follow the right way; and for this reason
he taught his followers to pray, 'Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as in heaven'; that in the
meantime various world powers have been organized
and carried on for the purpose of ruling and control­
ling the peoples; and these world powers are desig­
nated in the Scriptures by the symbol 'beast', for the
evident reason that they are the result of the combined
efforts of the commercial, political and ecclesiastical
leaders of men, and are influenced and dominated by
Satan, the god of this world; and these powers have
been and are military, harsh, cruel and oppressive,
and manifest the spirit of Satan, their invisible ruler
or god; and now the repeated cries of oppressed hu­
manity have reached unto the God of heaven, who will
hear and deliver them.

FOURTH. That divine prophecy, now fulfilled and in
the course of fulfilment, bears testimony to the fact
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that Satan's lease of power is done, that the old
world has ended, and that the time is at hand when
Christ Jesus, the Executive Officerof Jehovah and the
rightful King of earth, will oust Satan the [wicked}
one and begin His righteous government which will
establish God's will on earth; that beginning with
1914 divine prophecy, in the course of fulfilment, gave
testimony that the end of the evil world had begun
in this, to wit, the World War, famine, pestilence,
earthquakes, revolutions, ..• and, later, the general
distress and perplexity of the nations of the world;
that this testimony of the fulfilment of the divine
prophecy having been plainly given to the governing
powers of the world, there is placed upon the shoul­
ders of the rulers a responsibility that cannot be
avoided.

FIFTH. That although Jehovah God furnished con­
clusive proof that the evil world had ended and that
the time for the reign of his beloved Son had come,
yet this testimony was ignored and pushed aside by
those who should have known better; and contrary
to the Word of God the commercial, political and ec­
clesiastical rulers attempted to stabilize the world and
keep the peoples under control by adopting that make­
shift which is called the League of Nations and which
was wrongfully and blasphemously hailed as the polit­
ical expression of God's kingdom on earth; that the
real author and father of the League of Nations com­
pact is Satan the Devil, the god of this evil world,
which was put forward by him as his last desperate
effort to deceive the peoples, turn them away from the
true God, and hold them under his own wicked con­
trol; that now after seven years of laborious effort
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on the part of the proponents of that compact to es­
tablish peace and prosperity, it is practically conceded
that the League of Nations is a complete failure and
that its utter collapse is a matter of only a brief space
of time; that even now, while its advocates are striv­
ing to reassemble their forces to maintain that disin­
tegrating and unholy alliance, the peoples are hearing
the solemn warning of GQd '8 prophet concerning the
federation, saying, 'I Associate yourselves, 0 ye people,
and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye
of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces...• Take counsel together, and it
shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not
stand. "-Isaiah 8: 9, 10.

SIXTH. That by reason of the blinding influence of
Satan the minds of the rulers and the ruled are turned
away from the true God, and the evil forces are
gathering the whole world unto the great battle of
the Lord God Almighty; that there is now impending
a time of trouble such as the world has never known,
during which conflict Satan's powerful organization
shall fall, never to rise again, and there shall be such
a demonstration of divine power that all the nations
will learn that Jehovah is God and that Christ Jesus
is King of kings and Lord of lords.

SEVENTH. That the great tribulation will reveal to
the people the kingdom of God, which kingdom shall
rest upon the shoulder of his beloved Son, the Prince
of Peace; and of the peace of that kingdom there
shall be no end: it will bring the heart's desire of all
people of good will, and in that kingdom the blind
ignorance with which the people have long been af­
flicted will be for ever removed; and with the knowl-
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edge of and obedience to God there shall come to the
people everlasting peace, prosperity, health, life, liber­
ty and happiness; and the kingdom will be the com­
plete fulfllment of the prophetic song of the angels,
fPeace on earth, good will toward men,'

Therefore we earnestly bear before you this testi­
mony: That Jehovah is The God, and that he has in.
stalled Christ his Son, as The King of the earth, and
bids you to give full obedience to earth's rightful
King, Do so and use your influence to turn the minds
of the people to THE TRUE GOD, that disaster may
not befall you.-Psalm 2: 2-12.

From the address made at the time in sup­
port of the resolution the following excerpts
are taken, to wit:

The trouble of this world has resulted because: (1)
The law of Jehovah God has been disregarded and
ignored; (2) and that throughout the ages world
powers have been organized and succeeded each other,
and have now reaehed a climax in the British Empire;
(3) that in all of these world powers fraud has been
freely practiced in the name of religion and in the
name of the Almighty God, and that the clergy have
been chiefly used in the practicing of such fraud; (4)
that the time has come when Almighty God will make
himself known to the people and will express his in­
dignation against all hypocrisy; (5) that to this end
Jehovah God has set his anointed King upon his
throne of authority and judgment; (6) that the king­
dom of God is the complete remedy for all human ills
and that there is none other; and (7) that the rulers
of the earth should now hear and heed these facts.

• • • •
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WORLD POWERS

World powers have been organized by men, with
Satan as invisible ruler or overlord. To accomplish
his purposes in keeping man under his control Satan
has always resorted to deceit; and by this means he
has overreached and controlled the world powers that
have existed in all the ages, past and present.

A world power is an organization formed and oper­
ated for the purpose of ruling the peoples. Seven great
world powers have existed, in the order named, to wit:
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome,
and the British Empire. The governing factors of
each and every one of these world powers have been
three, to wit: the commercial, political and religious
elements. The god or invisible ruler of each has been
Satan the Devil, even as the Scriptures declare. (2 Cor.
4: 3, 4; John 12: 31) When Rome adopted Christian.
ity as her religion she was there hypocritically calling
herself by the name of the Lord; but in truth and in
fact she continued to be the representative of the
Devil, even as was done in the day of Enos-e-Gen,
4 : 26, margin,

BEASTS

All of these world powers are indicated by Jehovah
in his Word, and each one of them is designated by the
Lord God under the symbol of "beast". (Dan. 7: 3)
The evident reason for this is that all of these world
powers have been harsh, ferocious and oppressive. The
commercial element is cold, calculating, military and
harsh. The political element is suave, diplomatic and
faithless. The religious element is, and always has.
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been, sanctimonious, hypocritical, fraudulent, and se­
ductive. All of these reflect the disposition of their
invisible ruler, Satan the Devil. In keeping with di­
vine prophecy, these world powers have even desig­
nated themselves under the symbol of "beasts". The
British Empire has adopted the lion as its symbol.... ..

EVERLASTING KINGDOM

Prominently set forth in the Word of Jehovah is
his purpose to set up his kingdom of righteousness,
with his anointed Son, the Messiah, as the King. By
the mouth of his holy prophet Jehovah describes the
beastly world powers or kingdoms, of which the Brit­
ish world power is the seventh; foretells their warring
with each other; and then declares: "And in the days
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a king­
dom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever."-Dan. 2: 44.

This prophecy relates to the kingdom foretold by
all the holy prophets of Jehovah. This is the kingdom
for which Jesus taught his followers to pray, 'Thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as in heaven.'
This is the kingdom which the clergy of all denomina­
tions, in all times past, have declared would come at
some future time. Now God himself has given conclu­
sive proof, which proof is available for all mankind
and particularly for the rulers, that his due time
has come; and he now calls upon the rulers of earth
to recognize and render allegiance and obedience to
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his anointed King, whom he has set upon his throne.
-Ps. 2: 2-12.

• • • •
When the war ceased the grave and wise men of

the world powers assembled at Paris for conference.
There the rulers took counsel together, which counsel
resulted in bringing forth a compact against Jehovah
and against his anointed King. Necessarily Satan, the
god of this world, would know the purpose of Jehovah
in establishing his kingdom; and therefore Satan set
about to produce something to offset that kingdom,
whereby to turn the minds of the rulers away from it
and away from God. To do this he must again resort
to fraud and deceit.

The commercial and political elements, constituting
the military of the world powers, in substance said:
"To stabilize the world we must have a compact of na­
tions, in which all nations shall agree that our council
shall govern and control them." The result was the
formation of the League of Nations. Notwithstanding
the claim that these world powers rule by divine right
and authority, neither the name of Jehovah God nor
his anointed Son was even mentioned in the League
of Nations compact. But in order to lend a sacred
tinge thereto, and that the people might be further
deceived, Satan, through the clergy element of the
world powers, in sanctimonious phrase declared the
League of Nations to be "the political expression of
God's kingdom on earth"••••

These distinguished ecclesiastics, contrary to the
teachings of the Prince of Peace, whom they claim to
represent, and in direct violation of his law, preached
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men into the trenches and hailed the World War as
a means of making the world safe for democracy.
Thereby they deceived the young men and sent them
to untimely graves. (Jer.2:34) And then after the
war they completely repudiated the Lord God by open­
ly allying themselves with and endorsing the Devil's
substitute for God'8 kingdom.

The League of Nations is against God and his
anointed. In it is nothing but darkness. Its approval
by the clergymen, as a substitute for Messiah's king­
dom, has caused gross darkness to settle down upon
the peoples of the world. (Isa. 60: 2) No longer can
the people look to the clergymen as safe leaders. Their
leadership is done.-Ps. 82: 1·5.

LF..AGUE FORETOLD

God foretold the seven world powers, to wit, Egypt,
Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and the
British Empire, and also foretold that out of the seven
would grow the eighth. The latter is also symbolized
as a "beast", because its purpose is to rule and con­
trol the peoples of the earth. The Lord foretold its
birth, its short existence, and its everlasting end.
-Rev. 17: 10, 11; Isa. 8: 9, 10.

The governing factors of the world powers, partic­
ularly the ecclesiastical element, by reason of claim­
ing that these world powers rule by divine right and
authority, thereby admit that the Word of God is
true. Therefore they must be judged by the Word
and are estopped from denying the Scriptural proofs
which disclose their wrongful acts. No one will at­
tempt to deny that the British world power is the
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earthly agency that was responsible for the formation
of the League of Nations compact. The British Em­
pire is the very bulwark thereof. Let Britain with.
draw and there will be no League of Nations.

But who is primarily responsible for the League of
Nations compact? Is it formed and does it exist by
divine right and authority? I answer, No. The Devil
is its father, the British Empire is its mother, and
the other nations which support it are its wet
nurses....

The Devil caused the governing factors of so-called
"Christendom" to enter into this compact against
Jehovah and his anointed King and thereby, in ful­
filment of prophecy, to say in effect: "Let us refuse
to give our allegiance and support to Jehovah and his
King, but rather let us cast them away from us and
hold to our present evil organization. "

Hear now, if you please, the inspired words of
God's holy prophet, which were written three thou­
sand years ago, written to apply at this very time, and
which do apply at this hour:

"Wherefore have nations consented together? or
should peoples keep muttering an empty thing? The
kings of earth take their stand, and grave men have
Silt in conclave together, against Jehovah and against
his Anointed One, [saying,] 'Let us tear apart their
bands, and cast away from us their cords!' One en­
throned in the heavens will laugh, my Sovereign Lord
will mock at them; then will he speak to them in his
anger, and in his wrath will dismay them: 'Yet I have
installed my king on Zion my holy mountain, let him
tell my decree!' Jehovah said to me: 'My Son art
thou, I today have begotten thee: Ask of me, and let



356 PREPARATION ZECH.14

me give nations for thine inheritance, and as thy pos­
session the ends of the earth: Thou shalt shepherd
them with a sceptre of iron, as a potter's vessel shalt
thou dash them in pieces.'-Ps. 2: 1-9, Roth.

But in order that those who have been inveigled
into the Devil's trap might see their mistake and
repent and escape, God further says to them through
his prophet: "Now therefore ye kings, show your
prudence, be admonished, ye judges of earth: Serve
ye Jehovah with reverence, and exult with trembling:
kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish on the
way; for soon might be kindled his anger. How happy
are all who take refuge in Him! "-Ps. 2: 10-12, Roth.

The clergy are the most reprehensible of all the
elements that go to make up the governing powers
of the world. Claiming to be teachers of the Word of
God, their duty was to ascertain the truth and explain
it to the others. But instead, they have caused the
rulers of earth to commit fornication with an apostate
church system, and have made the people drunk with
their false doctrines. (Rev. 18: 3) The commercial
and political rulers admit the ecclesiastics to their
councils, with the evident thought that their piety
and sanctimoniousness will remove the curse from
their own skirts; but now they see that these ecclesias­
tics have practiced a :tiraud upon them, because they
are not in truth and in fact the representatives of
God as they have claimed.

That Resolution and the accompanying ad­
'dress widely published throughout "Christen­
dom" were notice to the rulers that their action
was a violation of God's law and an abomination
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in his sight. From that day forward there
existed the two things above mentioned, to wit:
"The abomination that maketh desolate" (which
is the League of Nations compact), and "the
transgression" by reason of "the abomination",
which transgression is marked by reason of
"Christendom's" continuing to support the
League of Nations, which is in opposition to
God's kingdom, after receiving due notice that
it is in violation of God's law.

It is certain that the cleansing of the temple
began when the Lord Jesus, the great Judge,
appeared at the temple in 1918. (1 Pet. 4: 17)
Those found true and faithful, and who quali­
fled under the judgment, were then to be set in
the temple, and those found disqualified would
be set aside or cast out. (Matt. 24: 4~51) The
question propounded at Daniel 8 : 13, 14is: 'How
long from the time of the transgression until
the eleansing t' and the answer is: 'Unto twenty­
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.' According to the Scriptural method
of counting time the twenty-three hundred days
is actually six years, four months, and twenty
days, and which time began on the 25th day of
May, 1926, and would therefore necessarily end
on October 15, 1932.

It appears that Jehovah uses his covenant
people to perform certain things in fulfilment of
prophecy and then afterwards reveals to them
the meaning thereof. The work of cleansing the
sanctuary would mean that the clergy and the
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principal of the flock of "Christendom", because
of unfaithfulness and rebellion, are for ever de­
barred from the organization of Jehovah. All
who use God's organization in any manner for
a selfish purpose must be cleared out, because,
as hereinbefore shown by Zechariah's prophecy,
everything in Jehovah's organization must be
entirely 'Holiness unto Jehovah of Hosts'. The
"man of sin", "the son of perdition," the slothful
and unprofitable servant class; the selfish "elec­
tive elder" class who used the office for per­
sonal pleasure or gain; those who justify them­
selves in wrongdoing or attempt to do so; and
those who are fearful and hence have the desire
to please creatures more than God, all of which
are unclean in the sight of Jehovah, must be re­
moved from his organization.

By The Watchtower of August 15 and Sep­
tember 1, 1932, the Lord made known to his
covenant people that there is no Scriptural au­
thority for the office of "elective elder", made
so by the vote of other creatures, but that all
who are brought into full unity in Christ at the
coming to the temple, and who are chosen and
anointed, are elders in fact. This is further il­
lustrated and emphasized by the prophecy of
Zechariah 14: 21, as above stated. On the 15th of
October, 1932, exactly at the end of the twenty­
three hundred days, The Watchtower published
a Resolution that had been adopted concerning
the Scriptural method of organization of the
Lord's work and which excludes selfish "elective
elders". So far as known, no one on earth at the
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time of the publication of that Resolution knew
that it marked the end of the twenty-three hun­
dred days. The facts fully support this conclu­
sion concerning the prophecy, however, and that
this conclusion is correct. It must therefore be
considered that the cleansing of the temple took
place at that time.

"GNASHING OF TEETH"

It would necessarily follow that those removed
from the sanctuary class would oppose J eho­
vah's clean organization. The facts are that the
clergy and the principal of their flocks continue
to constantly oppose Jehovah's remnant. At the
coming of the Lord to his temple there were
those who were once in line for the kingdom but
who became lawless, who set snares for their
brethren and insisted on going their own selfish
way, and who now oppose and persecute Jeho­
vah's witnesses. Also, there are even yet some
who associate at times with Jehovah's witness­
es who were once acting as "elective elders"
amongst the company of God's people, but who
are now set aside by the adoption of the Reso­
lution above mentioned, and which persons now
bitterly oppose Jehovah's witnesses and service
work, and murmur, find fault with the work,
weep and wail because they do not have their
own way and because they are not permitted
further to serve as "elective elders". Does this
indicate that the sanctuary is not clean but that
there is yet some cleansing work to be done ¥
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The words of Jesus show that after the sane­
tuary is cleansed there would continue to be
much opposition by those who even claim to be
on the Lord's side. These must at one time have
been in line for the kingdom, and concerning
them Jesus said: "The Son of man shall send
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity j and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnash­
ing of teeth." (Matt. 13: 41, 42) Concerning such
Jesus declared that they are unprofitable and
could have no service, and hence he takes away
from them the "talent" and gives it to the ones
who are faithful in the performance of their
covenant. "And cast ye the unprofitable serv­
ant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth." (Matt. 25: 28-30) "For
without are dogs [commercial D.Do's], and sor­
cerers [those who poison men's minds against
God and his kingdom organization], and whore­
mongers [those who go back into the world, and
who sell themselves to worldly things], and mur­
derers [brother haters, or the haters of those
who have once been their brethren], and idola­
ters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie."
-Rev. 22: 15.

It is such a class that weep crocodile tears,
wailing because the truth exposes them, and
they gnash their teeth against those who are
faithful in telling the truth concerning Jehovah
and his kingdom and declare the vengeance of
Jehovah against Satan's organization. Not only
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do these weep and wail, but they serve notice
on others of the world that they themselves are
entirely separate from the ones who claim to be
Jehovah's witnesses; and such notice is about
the only truth they tell in connection therewith.
They thus don the garments of Satan's organi­
zation and identify themselves with his organiza­
tion.

Those of the sanctuary have no occasion or
time to weep, but with them it is a time and oc­
casion of continuous and joyful service. (Isa,
12 : 2-6; 29: 19) Being now in the temple and
taught of Jehovah by the great Teacher, Christ
Jesus, they rejoice and are in great peace. They
drink the wine of the kingdom new with Christ
Jesus there. They continue to do Jehovah's
commandments with joy because they are whol­
ly devoted to him. "Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter hi through the gates
into the city."-Rev. 22: 14.

The angels of the Lord stand guard at the
temple gates, and if anyone of the sanctuary
becomes unfaithful he would, of course, be im­
mediately put out by these heavenly guards.
The temple having been cleansed, all therein are
righteous by the grace of God through the merit
of Christ Jesus. Hence of them Jesus says:
"Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears
to hear, let him hear." (Matt. 13: 43) The faith­
ful remnant bom henceforth will not indulge
in controversy with those who oppose them.
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They have neither time nor inclination to en­
gage such in controversy. The faithful are whol­
ly devoted to Jehovah of Hosts. They will faith­
fully continue the work of bearing testimony to
the name and purpose of Jehovah God and his
kingdom. Fearing God and trembling lest they
should come short, they joyfully continue in his
service. They are secure in Jehovah's name by
faithfully obeying his commandments. It is out
of God's organization that he shines on earth
(Ps. 50: 2); and Jehovah's faithful witnesses
hold forth his message of truth and deliver his
testimony, and thus God shines to those who
have the hearing ear.

The name "Zechariah" means "Remembered
by Jehovah". Zechariah, in the prophecy, pic­
tures Jehovah's remnant who are wholly devoted
to God and who are members of his sanctuary
class; and therefore those who continue faithful
have a part in the vindication of his holy name.
The prophecy opens with a vision of an inspec­
tion being made by Christ Jesus and his ac­
companying angels. It shows the progressive
steps taken thereafter in preparation for the
battle of the great day of God Almighty. It dis­
closes that before and at the time of that fight
everything in the organization must be wholly
devoted to the Most High. The prophecy con­
cludes with these fitting words (A.R.V.):

"THE HOUSE OF JEHOVAH OF HOSTS."

"Blessed be My Lord! Day by day he bsareth
our burden for us, God himself is our salvation.
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The God we have is a God of saving deeds, and
due to Jehovah My Lord are escapes from death.
Yea God himself will smite through the head
of his foes." (Ps. 68: 19-21, Roth.) "That men
may know that thou whose Name alone is

JEHOVAH
art Most High over all the earth."-Ps. 83:
18, Roth.


